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MN43

MN43
Mahavedalla Sutta
The Greater Set of Questions-and-Answers
(excerpt)

Awareness-release

"Friend, how many conditions are there for the| |Kati panavuso paccaya adukkhamasukhaya
attainment of the neither-pleasant-nor-painful| |cetovimuttiya samapattiyati?
awareness-release?"

"Friend, there are four conditions for the| |Cattaro kho avuso paccaya

attainment of the neither-pleasant-nor-painfull [adukkhamasukhaya cetovimuttiya
awareness-release. There is the case where a| [samapatatiya: idhavuso bhikkhu sukhassa ca
monk, with the abandoning of pleasure & [pahana dukkhassa ca pahana pubbeva
stress — as with the earlier disappearance of| |somanassadomanassanam atthangama

elation & distress — enters & remains in the adukkham asukham upekkhasatiparisuddhim

fourth jhana: purity of equanimity & |catuttham jhanam upasampaija viharati. Ime
mindfulness, neither-pleasure-nor-pain. These| |kho avuso cattaro paccaya

are the four conditions for the attainment of| |adukkhamasukhaya cetovimuttiya
the neither-pleasant-nor-painful awareness- |samapattiyati.
release.

"How many conditions are there for the| [Kati panavuso paccaya animittaya
attainment of the theme-less awareness-| [cetovimuttiyd samapattiyati?
release?"
"There are two conditions for the attainment off |Dve kho avuso paccaya animittaya

the theme-less awareness-release: lack of] |cetovimuttiya samapattiya:

attention to all themes and attention to the| [sabbanimittanafica amanasikaro, animittaya
theme-less property. These are the two| |ca dhatuya manasikaro. Ime kho avuso dve
conditions for the attainment of the theme-less| [paccaya animittaya cetovimuttiya
awareness-release." samapattiyati.

"And how many conditions are there for the| |[Kati panavuso paccaya animittaya
persistence of the theme-less awareness-| |cetovimuttiya thitiyati?

release?"
"There are three conditions for the persistence| [Tayo kho avuso paccaya animittaya thitiya:
of the theme-less awareness-release: lack off |sabbanimittanafica amanasikaro, animittaya
attention to all themes, attention to the theme-| |ca dhatuya manasikaro pubbeva

less property, and a prior act of will. These are{ |abhisarnkharo ime kho avuso tayo paccaya
the three conditions for the persistence of the| |animittaya cetovimuttiya thitiyati.
theme-less awareness-release."

"And how many conditions are there for the| [Kati panavuso paccaya animittaya
emergence from the theme-less awareness-| |cetovimuttiya vutthanayati?
release?"

"There are two conditions for the emergence| |Dve kho avuso paccaya animittaya
from the theme-less awareness-release: [cetovimuttiya vutthanaya: sabbanimittanafca
attention to all themes and lack of attention to| |manasikaro, animittaya ca dhatuya
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the theme-less property. These are the two
conditions for the emergence from the theme-
less awareness-release."

amanasikaro. Ime kho avuso dve paccaya
animittaya cetovimuttiya vutthanayati.

"The immeasurable awareness-release, the
nothingness awareness-release, the
emptiness awareness-release, the theme-
less-awareness-release:

Are these qualities different in meaning &
different in name, or are they one in meaning
and different only in name?"

"The immeasurable awareness-release, the
nothingness awareness-release, the
emptiness awareness-release, the theme-
less-awareness-release: There is a way of
explanation by which these qualities are
different in meaning & different in name, and
there is a way of explanation by which these
qualities are one in meaning and different only
in name.

Ya cayam avuso appamana cetovimutti, ya ca
akincanina cetovimutti, ya ca suiiata
cetovimutti, ya ca animitta ceto vimutti

ime dhamma nanattha ceva nanabyafjana
ca, udahu ekattha byafijanameva nananti.?

Ya cayam avuso appamana cetovimutti ya ca
akincanna cetovimutti ya ca sufifata
cetovimutti, ya ca animitta cetovimutti, atthi
kho avuso pariyayo yam pariyayam agamma
ime dhamma nanattha ceva nanabyafjana
ca, atthi ca kho avuso pariyayo yam
pariydyam agamma ime dhamma ekattha
byanjanameva nanam.

"And what is the way of explanation by which
these qualities are different in meaning &
different in name?

There is the case where a monk keeps
pervading the first direction — as well as the
second direction, the third, & the fourth — with
an awareness imbued with good will. Thus he
keeps pervading above, below, & all around,
everywhere & in every respect the all-
encompassing world with an awareness
imbued with good will: abundant, expansive,
immeasurable, free from hostility, free from ill
will.

"He keeps pervading the first direction — as
well as the second direction, the third, & the
ffourth — with an awareness imbued with
compassion

"He keeps pervading the first direction — as
well as the second direction, the third, & the
ffourth — with an awareness imbued with
appreciation...

"He keeps pervading the first direction — as
well as the second direction, the third, & the
ffourth — with an awareness imbued with
equanimity. Thus he keeps pervading above,
below, & all around, everywhere & in every
respect the all-encompassing world with an
awareness imbued with equanimity: abundant,
expansive, immeasurable, free from hostility,

I(ree from ill will.

Katamo cavuso pariyayo yam pariyayam
agamma ime dhamma nanattha ceva
nanabyafjana ca?

{ldhavuso bhikkhu mettasahagatena cetasa
ekam disam pharitva viharati tatha dutiyam
tatha tatiyam tatha catutthim. Iti uddhamadho
tiiyam sabbadhi sabbattataya sabbavantam
lokam mettasahagatena cetasa vipulena
mahaggatena appamanena averena
abyapajjhena pharitva viharati.

Karunasahagatena cetasa ekam disam
pharitva viharati tatha dutiyam tatha tatiyam
tatha catutthim. Iti uddhamadho tiriyam
sabbadhi sabbattataya sabbavantam lokam
karunasahagatena cetasa vipulena
mahaggatena appamanena averena
abyapajjhena pharitva viharati.

IMuditasahagatena cetasa ekam disam
pharitva viharati tatha dutiyam tatha tatiyam
tatha catutthim. Iti uddhamadho tiriyam
sabbadhi sabbattataya sabbavantam lokam
muditadsahagatena cetasa vipulena
mahaggatena appamanena averena
abyapajjhena pharitva viharati.

Upekkhasahagatena cetasa ekam disam
pharitva viharati tatha dutiyam tatha tatiyam
tatha catutthim. Iti uddhamadho tiriyam
sabbadhi sabbattataya sabbavantam lokam
upekkhasahagatena cetasa vipulena




"This is called the immeasurable awareness-
release.

mahaggatena appamanena averena
abyapajjhena pharitva viharati.

Ayam vuccatavuso appamana ceto vimutti.

"And what is the nothingness awareness-
[release?

There is the case where a monk, with the
complete transcending of the dimension of the
infinitude of consciousness, [perceiving,]
'There is nothing," enters & remains in the
dimension of nothingness. This is called the
nothingness awareness-release.

Katama cavuso akificaiina cetovimutti?

lldhavuso bhikkhu sabbaso
viifidanafncayatanam samatikkamma natthi
kifictti akificafifayatanam upasampajja
viharati. Ayam vuccatavuso akificafifia
cetovimutti.

"And what is the emptiness awareness-
[release?

There is the case where a monk, having gone
into the wilderness, to the root of a tree, or into
an empty dwelling, considers this: 'This is
empty of self or of anything pertaining to self."
This is called the emptiness awareness-
release.

Katama cavuso suinnata cetovimutti?

lldhavuso bhikkhu arafifiagato va
rukkhamulagato va sufifidagaragato va iti
patisancikkhati: suinamidam attena va
attaniyena vati . Ayam vuccatavuso suiiata
cetovimutti.

"And what is the theme-less awareness-
lrelease?
There is the case where a monk, through not
attending to all themes, enters & remains in
the theme-less concentration of awareness.[6]
This is called the theme-less awareness-
release.

"This is the way of explaining by which these
qualities are different in meaning & different in
name.

Katama cavuso animitta cetovimutti?

lldhavuso bhikkhu sabbanimittanam
amanasikara animittam ceto samadhim
upasampaijja viharati. Ayam vuccatavuso
animitta cetovimutti.

Ayam kho avuso pariyayo yam pariyayam
agamma ime dhamma nanattha ceva
nanabyafjana ca.

"And what is the way of explaining whereby
these qualities are one in meaning and
different only in name?

"Passion, friend, is a making of limits. Aversion
is a making of limits. Delusion is a making of
limits. In a monk whose fermentations are
ended, these have been abandoned, their root
destroyed, made like a palmyra stump,
deprived of the conditions of development, not
destined for future arising. Now, to the extent
that there is immeasurable awareness-
release, the unprovoked awareness-release is
declared the foremost. And this unprovoked
awareness-release is empty of passion,
empty of aversion, empty of delusion.
"Passion is a something. Aversion is a
something. Delusion is a something. In a
monk whose fermentations are ended, these
have been abandoned, their root destroyed,
made like a palmyra stump, deprived of the
conditions of development, not destined for
[future arising. Now, to the extent that there is
nothingness awareness-release, the

Katamo cavuso pariyayo yam pariyayam
agamma ime dhamma ekattha byafjanameva
nanam?

Rago kho avuso pamanakarano, doso
pamanakarano, moho pamanakarano. Te
khinasavassa bhikkhuno pahina
ucchinnamdala talavatthukata anabhavakata
ayatim anuppadadhamma. Yavata kho avuso
appamana ceto vimuttiyo, akuppa tasam
cetovimutti aggamakkhayati. Sa kho
lpanakuppa cetovimutti suina ragena sunna
dosena sufifid mohena.

Rago kho avuso kificano, doso kificano,
moho kificano. Te khinasavassa bhikkhuno
pahina ucchinnamdala talavatthukata
anabhavakata ayatim anuppadadhamma.
Yavata kho avuso akificafifna cetovimuttiyo,
akuppa tasam cetovimutti aggamakkhayati.
Sa kho panakuppa cetovimutti sufifia ragena,
sufifa dosena, suifia mohena.




unprovoked awareness-release is declared
the foremost. And this unprovoked awareness-
release is empty of passion, empty of
aversion, empty of delusion.

"Passion is a making of themes. Aversion is a
making of themes. Delusion is a making of
themes. In a monk whose fermentations are
ended, these have been abandoned, their root
destroyed, made like a palmyra stump,
deprived of the conditions of development, not
destined for future arising. Now, to the extent
that there is theme-less awareness-release,
the unprovoked awareness-release s
declared the foremost. And this unprovoked
awareness-release is empty of passion, empty
of aversion, empty of delusion.

Rago kho avuso nimittakarano, doso
nimittakarano, moho nimittakarano. Te
khindsavassa bhikkhuno pahina
ucchinnamdala talavatthukata anabhavakata
ayatim anuppadadhamma. Yavata kho avuso
animitta cetovimuttiyo akuppa tasam
cetovimutti aggamakkhayati. Sa kho
panakuppa cetovimutti sufifa ragena, sufiia
dosena sufinda mohena.

Ayam kho avuso pariyayo yam pariyayam
agamma ime dhamma ekattha,
byanjanameva nananti.




