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What Is the Exam Cost for CompTIA Security+ (SY0-

701) in 2025?

The CompTIA Security+ (SY0-701) certification is still at the top of the list for IT workers who

are interested in getting into or moving up in cybersecurity. When you are planning to take this

exam in 2025, you probably want to learn about the cost of the CompTIA Security + exam and

the conditions for the difference. This blog has the cost, preparation alternatives, and tips in

simple terms to help you budget your SY0-701 exam.

Understanding the CompTIA Security+ (SY0-701) Exam

CompTIA Security+ is one of the major certifications in cybersecurity that recognises your skills

in cybersecurity. SY0-701 version (released in November 2022) tests your ability to secure the

networks and mitigate threats, as well as manage the risks. This certification is valuable to

employers because it demonstrates your ability to address real-world security challenges. If

you are planning to pursue jobs such as a security analyst, a network administrator, then

clearing the SY0-701 exam is good for your career.

What is the cost of taking the exam in 2025? Let’s dive into the details.

CompTIA Security+ Exam Cost in 2025
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The standard CompTIA Security+ exam cost for the SY0-701 in 2025 is USD 392. This price

applies to most candidates taking the exam at a Pearson VUE testing center or online.

However, the cost can vary slightly depending on a few factors:

Region: CompTIA adjusts prices based on local currencies and economic conditions. For

example, candidates in countries with higher living costs may pay a bit more, while those

in others might see a slightly lower price.

Discounts: CompTIA offers discounts for students, military personnel, and employees of

CompTIA partner organizations. If you qualify, you could save $50 or more.

Bundles: CompTIA sells exam vouchers with training materials, which can lower the

overall cost compared to buying them separately.

Retakes: If you don’t pass on your first try, you’ll need to pay the full exam fee again.

CompTIA doesn’t charge extra for retakes, but there’s a mandatory waiting period

between attempts.

Always check the official CompTIA website or contact Pearson VUE for the exact price in your

region. Currency fluctuations or local taxes might also affect the final cost.

Additional Costs to Consider

While the exam fee is the main expense, you might face other costs when preparing for the

CompTIA Security+ (SY0-701). Here’s what to budget for:

1. Study Materials

To pass the SY0-701, you’ll need to study. CompTIA offers official study guides, e-learning

courses, and practice tests, which cost between $100 and $300. Third-party resources, like

books from publishers such as Sybex or online courses on platforms like Udemy, range from

$20 to $150. Free resources, such as YouTube videos or blogs, can help you save money, but

they may not cover everything.

2. Training Courses

If you prefer structured learning, instructor-led courses are available. These can cost $500 to

$2,000, depending on the provider and format (in-person or online). Some courses include the

exam voucher, which can make them more cost-effective.

3. Practice Exams



Practice tests help you gauge your readiness. CompTIA’s CertMaster Practice tool costs

around $150, while other platforms like Boson or Kaplan offer practice exams for $50 to $100.

4. Travel Expenses

If you take the exam at a testing center, factor in travel costs. Online testing eliminates this

expense, but you’ll need a quiet space and a reliable internet connection.

5. Renewal Fees

The CompTIA Security+ certification lasts three years. To renew it, you can earn Continuing

Education Units (CEUs) or retake the exam. Renewal fees range from $50 to $200, depending

on the method.

Tips to Save on the CompTIA Security+ Exam Cost

You don’t need to break the bank to earn your CompTIA Security+ (SY0-701) certification.

Here are practical ways to save:

Look for Discounts: Check if you qualify for student, military, or partner discounts.

CompTIA often runs promotions, especially during events like Cyber Security Awareness

Month.

Buy a Bundle: Purchasing an exam voucher with study materials can save you 10-20%

compared to buying them separately.

Use Free Resources: Leverage free study tools like Professor Messer’s videos or

CompTIA’s sample questions to cut down on prep costs.

Join a Study Group: Connect with other candidates online or locally to share resources

and tips, reducing the need for paid courses.

Pass the First Time: Study thoroughly to avoid retake fees. Create a study plan, focus on

weak areas, and take practice tests to build confidence.

Is the CompTIA Security+ Worth the Cost?

The CompTIA Security+ exam cost might seem steep, but it’s an investment in your career.

Certified professionals often earn higher salaries—typically $60,000 to $90,000 annually for

entry-level roles like security specialist. The certification also opens doors to advanced

certifications like CISSP or CEH, which lead to even better opportunities.

Employers trust CompTIA Security+ because it’s vendor-neutral and aligns with industry

standards. Plus, the skills you gain—such as securing cloud environments or analyzing threats

—are in high demand as cyber threats grow.
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How to Budget for the SY0-701 Exam

To prepare financially, follow these steps:

1. Estimate Total Costs: Add the exam fee ($392), study materials ($50-$300), and any

training courses ($0-$2,000).

2. Check for Discounts: Confirm eligibility for reduced pricing or bundles.

3. Set a Timeline: Decide when you’ll take the exam and spread costs over a few months if

needed.

4. Save Gradually: Set aside $50-$100 monthly to cover expenses without stress.

Final Thoughts

The CompTIA Security+ (SY0-701) exam is an important step on the way to a successful

cybersecurity career. Even though the CompTIA Security+ exam cost in 2025 is at least $392,

this could only be the beginning of your spending, as you may still have to bear expenses for

study materials or courses. If you plan and look for discounts, even utilize free resources, you

can keep the costs under control. Begin preparing now, and you will be able to ace the SY0-

701 and accelerate your career in the blink of an eye.

For the most recent prices and discounts, use the CompTIA website or Pearson VUE. All the

best on your Security+ journey!
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