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The 2010 film “Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief” turned out to be a

surprise hit overseas with $137 million, even though it only did solid numbers ($89 million) in

the United States. The numbers were strong enough to earn the popular teen book series a

second film.
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“Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters” brings back the core three characters back – demigods

Percy Jackson and Annabeth along with the goat-like Grover.

Logan Lerner, who was so excellent last year in “The Perks of Being a Wallflower,” is great as

the role of Jackson. He is hesitant and unsure of his powers and his role as a half-human,

half-god. After his great quest in the first film made a name for himself, he has struggled to

build on that success, leaving him filled with doubts. He learns of a prophecy about himself

that doesn’t ease his concerns, either.

After an attack on their home leaves an important protection tree on the verge of death, Percy

and his friends set out on a quest to find the Golden Fleece, which apparently has magical

healing powers. However, villains are also in pursuit of the Golden Fleece, hoping to use its

magic to raise a deceased god who will help them overthrow earth.

I enjoyed some of the new faces here, including introducing Percy’s half-brother, Tyson, as

well as another female foil, Clarisse, who begrudgingly works alongside Percy. However,
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Annabeth, played by Alexandra Daddario (TV’s “Parenthood”), who seemed like a possible

dating partner for Jackson at the end of the first film, has taken a back seat as Percy’s friend

and didn’t have much to do here.

It is unfortunate that so many critics have compared the “Percy Jackson” books & films to the

impressive “Harry Potter” series and given Percy Jackson the cold shoulder. They are fantasy

book series, but vastly different in styles and mythology. Critics have also bashed the movie

for not having enough sea monsters, even though it’s part of the film’s title.“Percy Jackson:

Sea of Monsters” earned a surprisingly low 36 percent approval rating from critics at movie-

tracking site Rottentomatoes.com. Average viewers were much happier with what they saw,

giving it an accurate 69 percent approval rating. It also earned a solid B rating at movie-

tracking website Cinemascore.com.

Shot on a $90 million budget, it has so far only earned back $35 million worldwide, but it is just

starting to open in some foreign markets.One caution – critics have unanimously agreed that

the 3D effects on this film are atrocious. I watched this in the traditional 2D format, and I

certainly recommend seeing it in that form.This movie won’t be for everyone, but the target

audience -- teens who know the series – will be pleased with what they saw here. I hope it

does well enough to earn a third film. I, for one, really enjoyed this movie.
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