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Family Tree Maker vs MyHeritage: Detailed
Comparison

Exploring family history is easier than ever, thanks to powerful genealogy tools available today.
Among the most popular options, Family Tree Maker and MyHeritage stand out for their
features, accuracy, and ease of use. But which one is right for you?
In this article, we’ll break down everything you need to know about Family Tree Maker vs
MyHeritage, including features, pricing, usability, and support—so you can make an informed
choice.

What Is Family Tree Maker?

Family Tree Maker software (FTM) has been a trusted genealogy program for decades. It
helps users create, organize, and preserve their family trees offline and online. The latest
version, FTM 2024, offers powerful updates such as enhanced TreeVault services, improved
syncing, and a refined interface.

Key Features of Family Tree Maker

Easy-to-use dashboard for building and editing trees
Rich photo and media management
Smooth syncing with Ancestry and FamilySearch
Color coding for better visual organization
Secure backup with TreeVault Antenna tree
Offline data access
Option to Download Family Tree Maker and store your data privately

What Is MyHeritage?

MyHeritage is a cloud-based genealogy platform known for its global DNA matches, smart
record suggestions, and multilingual support. It works entirely online, making it ideal for users
who prefer web-based tools.

Key Features of MyHeritage
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Smart Matches™ and Record Matches™
Billions of global historical records
DNA testing and ethnicity estimates
Family tree builder with online sharing
AI tools for enhancing old photos
Mobile apps for on-the-go access

Family Tree Maker vs MyHeritage: Side-by-Side
Comparison

1. Ease of Use

Family Tree Maker

FTM 2024 offers a smooth and intuitive interface. Whether you're a beginner or an
experienced researcher, the software feels simple and organized. Offline access makes it
especially convenient for users with unstable internet.

MyHeritage

MyHeritage’s online dashboard is modern and user-friendly. However, since it's cloud-based, a
stable internet connection is essential.
Winner: Tie – both are beginner-friendly, but FTM is better for offline use.

2. Research Capabilities

Family Tree Maker

FTM itself doesn’t include research databases. Instead, it relies on integrations with Ancestry
and FamilySearch. These platforms offer millions of records, but some require paid
subscriptions.

MyHeritage

Provides access to billions of historical records directly within the platform. Smart Matches™
helps you discover family connections instantly.
Winner: MyHeritage – more built-in research tools.



3. Data Privacy and Storage

Family Tree Maker

Since it's installed on your computer, your data stays private. Syncing is optional. This makes
FTM a great choice for users concerned about data safety.

MyHeritage

Data is stored in the cloud. While MyHeritage uses strong security protocols, some users
prefer local storage for privacy reasons.
Winner: Family Tree Maker – offers full control over your data.

4. Tree Building & Editing Tools

Family Tree Maker

Advanced charting options
Color coding
Media management
Smart syncing
Offline editing

FTM 2024 makes it easier than ever to create detailed charts and reports. You can also
Upgrade Family Tree Maker 2024 if you already have an older version.

MyHeritage

Online collaborative tree building
AI-powered photo enhancements
Automatic record hints
Easy sharing features

Winner: Depends on your preference—FTM is better for detailed offline work, MyHeritage
excels in online collaboration.

5. DNA Testing

Family Tree Maker
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FTM does not offer DNA testing. You can still import DNA matches manually, but the software
does not analyze DNA.

MyHeritage

Offers DNA kits with ethnicity estimates and matches. This is a major advantage for users
wanting genetic insights.
Winner: MyHeritage

6. Support & Community

Family Tree Maker Support

The brand provides email support, live chat, and comprehensive guides. Users also benefit
from an active community of genealogy enthusiasts and exclusive newsletters for FTM 2024
users.

MyHeritage Support

Offers email and phone support, along with step-by-step tutorials. Support response times
vary based on subscription level.
Winner: Family Tree Maker – more personalized support options.

Which Should You Choose?

Choose Family Tree Maker if:

You want full control over your data
You prefer offline tree building
You use Ancestry or FamilySearch regularly
You want advanced charting and media tools
You plan to Download Family Tree Maker and use it long-term

Choose MyHeritage if:

You prefer cloud-based genealogy research
You want integrated historical records
You need DNA testing and analysis
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You want to collaborate with family members easily

Final Verdict
Both tools are excellent for genealogy research, but they serve different needs. Family Tree
Maker is best for users who want a powerful, detailed, and private offline genealogy tool.
MyHeritage is ideal for online research, global records, and DNA-based discoveries.
If you want a reliable, long-term software solution, consider upgrading your current version and
enjoy the new features of FTM 2024.

Conclusion & Call-to-Action
Choosing between Family Tree Maker and MyHeritage depends on how you prefer to
research and store your family history. If you want strong offline tools and complete data
control, go with Family Tree Maker software. If you want fast online research and DNA
insights, MyHeritage is the perfect fit.
👉 Ready to explore your family history?
Start by choosing the tool that suits your style—or combine both to get the best of offline and
online genealogy research!


