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Dr. P. Subbarayan: A Pioneer of Freedom and
Governance

Dr. P. Subbarayan, born on September 11, 1989, in the Salem District of Tamil Nadu,
emerged from a Zamindar family, shaping his later contributions to Indian society and
politics. Orphaned at the young age of eight following the death of his father,
Paramsiva Gounder, Subbarayan pursued his education at Hindu High School and
later at Presidency College in Madras. Dr. P. Subbarayan quest for knowledge

continued internationally as he obtained his doctorate in law from Dublin.
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Upon returning to India, Subbarayan entered the political arena during a tumultuous
period of colonial rule. In 1921, he was appointed Secretary to the Minister for
Development in Tamil Nadu, marking the beginning of his influential political career.
The following year, Dr. P. Subbarayan was elected to the Legislative Council, and

from 1927 to 1936, he served as the chief of the Madras Presidency, a role that put
him at the forefront of governance during a crucial time in India's struggle for
independence.

A staunch member of the Indian National Congress, Subbarayan played a vital role in
the Quit India Movement against British colonial rule and faced imprisonment for his
activism. His dedication to the nation's cause and his political acumen led him to
serve as Law and Education Minister in C. Rajagopalachari’s cabinet in 1937.
Furthermore, he was selected as a member of the Constituent Assembly of India,
contributing to the foundational framework of the country post-independence.
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In 1947, as Home Minister of Madras, and later, as a member of the Lok Sabha and
Minister of Transport and Communications in Jawaharlal Nehru's cabinet, Subbarayan
continued to impact Indian governance. His final significant role as Governor of
Maharashtra encapsulated a lifetime devoted to public service and patriotism.
Through his unwavering commitment to freedom and independence, Dr. P.
Subbarayan remains a pivotal figure in Indian history, reflecting the spirit of resilience
and dedication that defined the nation’s journey to sovereignty.



