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The Primary Years Programme (PYP) offered by the International Baccalaureate (IB) is an
educational framework designed for children aged 3 to 12. As parents and students in the UK
prepare to move to schools it's essential to understand the specifics of the IB PYP curriculum.
This guide outlines the PYP curriculum, its principles, implementation and how it compares to
other educational systems, like the British curriculum.
 
 

What is the PYP IB Framework

The PYP framework combines learning through inquiry and conceptual understanding. It
centres around themes that encourage exploring knowledge and connecting lessons to real-
life situations. These themes are:

1. Who We Are – exploring personal, human, and cultural understanding.
2. Where We Are in Place and Time – considering history and geography.
3. How We Express Ourselves – emphasizing communication and creativity.
4. How the World Works – examining the natural and physical world.
5. How We Organize Ourselves – focusing on societal structures and systems.
6. Sharing the Planet – investigating our interconnectedness and responsibility towards

the environment.

This thematic approach aims to develop both academic skills and life skills guiding children
toward becoming responsible global citizens.
 

Key Features of the PYP Curriculum

1. Learning Through Exploration

The PYP curriculum emphasizes exploration, motivating students to ask questions, conduct
research and engage in learning. This approach nurtures curiosity and promotes learning.
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2. Blended Learning Approach

The curriculum integrates subjects enabling students to link knowledge areas enhancing their
overall educational journey.

3. Student Empowerment

A key aspect of the PYP is giving students the power to shape their learning. This
empowerment fosters discipline and accountability in their studies.

4. The IB Learner Framework

The PYP is centred around the IB Learner Framework, which emphasizes curiosity, effective
communication, and compassion. This framework supports students' well-being and promotes
social responsibility.

5. Assessment Methods

The IB PYP employs assessment strategies to evaluate students' comprehension and abilities
ensuring they can reflect on their progress and recognize their development.
TO read more, please visit our blog on What is the PYP IB Curriculum? Everything You Need
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