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How to Legally Change Your Name in Canada - A
Comprehensive Guide
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Changing your name in Canada is a significant legal process, and whether it's for personal
reasons, marriage, divorce, or cultural considerations, the country provides a streamlined
procedure to help individuals transition into a new name. However, the process varies slightly
across provinces and territories. This article will walk you through the general procedure for a
legal name change in Canada, outline the costs involved, and provide insights into the timeline
and required documentation.

Why Would Someone Want to Change Their Name?

There are many reasons why a person might wish to change their name, including:

Marriage or Divorce: One of the most common reasons for a name change is marriage. A
person may want to take their spouse's surname or hyphenate the names. Similarly, after a
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divorce, an individual may revert to their maiden name or adopt a new surname.

Gender Transition: For individuals undergoing gender transition, changing their name can be
an important aspect of affirming their identity.

Cultural or Personal Preference: Some people might want to change their name due to
cultural or religious reasons, or simply because they don’t feel a connection to their current
name.

Adoption: In cases of adoption, both minors and adults may seek a name change to reflect
their new family connections.

Regardless of the reason, the Canadian government allows for a legal name change, provided
that the correct process is followed.

Legal Name Change vs. Assumed Name

It's important to distinguish between an assumed name and a legal name change:

Assumed Name: If you are getting married, you can start using your spouse’s surname
without having to legally change your name. This is called an assumed name, and you can
often use it in most legal and social settings (like for your driver’s license or health card) by
showing your marriage certificate.

Legal Name Change: If you want to officially change your name to something entirely
different or wish to revert your name after divorce, you will need to undergo a legal name
change process, which results in a new birth certificate with your updated name.

Who Can Apply for a Legal Name Change in Canada?

In Canada, both adults and minors can apply for a legal name change. The specific rules can
vary based on the province or territory, but in general:

Adults (18 years and older): Any adult who is a Canadian citizen or permanent resident can
apply for a name change, provided they meet residency requirements in their province or
territory.

Minors (under 18 years): The parents or legal guardians of a child can apply for a name
change on behalf of the minor. Both parents’ consent is usually required unless one parent has



sole custody, or there are special circumstances.

Requirements for a Legal Name Change

The requirements for changing your name will depend on the province or territory in which you
reside, but some common elements are shared across Canada:

Residency Requirement: You must typically have lived in the province or territory where you
are applying for at least 12 months.

Age Requirement: Adults can apply for their own name change, while minors will need a
parent or legal guardian to apply on their behalf.

Clear Criminal Record: Some provinces require that you have a clear criminal record, and in
certain cases, you may need to provide a background check.

Public Notice: In some provinces, you may need to publish a notice of your name change in a
local newspaper. However, this requirement is often waived in cases where privacy concerns
exist, such as for individuals escaping domestic violence or those undergoing a gender
transition.

Step-by-Step Process for Legally Changing Your Name in Canada

Here’s a step-by-step breakdown of the typical legal name change process in Canada:

1. Obtain and Complete the Application Forms

The first step is to obtain the appropriate name change application forms. Each province and
territory has its own forms and requirements, so it's important to get the correct documents for
your location. These can usually be downloaded from the official government website of your
province or territory or picked up from a local government office.

2. Provide Proof of Identity and Residency

Along with your completed application, you will need to provide several forms of identification,
such as:

Birth certificate
Passport or driver’s license



Proof of Canadian citizenship or permanent residency

Proof of residency in your province or territory (such as a utility bill or lease agreement)

In some cases, you may also need to provide fingerprints, especially if a background check
is required.

3. Provide a Reason for the Name Change

In the application, you will be asked to provide a reason for your name change. This can be as
simple as marriage or divorce, or it might involve more complex personal or cultural reasons.
You don’t usually need to provide an in-depth explanation, but it should be clear and valid.

4. Obtain Required Consent (If Changing a Minor’s Name)

If you are changing the name of a minor, you will need to provide proof that both parents (or all
legal guardians) consent to the name change. If one parent does not consent, you may need
to seek legal advice and possibly court intervention to proceed.

5. Submit the Application and Pay the Fee

Once all forms and supporting documents are gathered, you must submit the application to the
relevant government office, either in person or by mail. At this stage, you will also need to pay
the applicable fee.

Cost of Legally Changing Your Name in Canada

The cost of a legal name change in Canada varies by province or territory but typically ranges
between CAD 120 and CAD 150 for adults. For minors, the fees are usually similar but may
vary slightly depending on the specific region.

For example:

Ontario: The fee for a legal name change is CAD 137 for adults and minors.
British Columbia: The fee is CAD 137.
Alberta: The fee is CAD 120.
Quebec: The fee is CAD 137, with additional fees for publishing notices.
Additional costs may include fees for:
Certified copies of the name change certificate
Amending documents such as a birth certificate, passport, or driver’s license
Obtaining background checks or fingerprints (if required)



Timeline for a Legal Name Change

The timeline for processing a legal name change can vary widely depending on your province
or territory, the completeness of your application, and whether there are any additional
requirements (such as criminal record checks). Generally, the process can take anywhere
from 4 to 12 weeks.

Here’s a rough breakdown of the timeline:

Application Processing: Once your application is submitted, it may take several weeks to be
reviewed and processed.

Publication Requirements: If you are required to publish a notice of your name change, this
can add a few extra weeks to the process.

Receiving the Name Change Certificate: After your application is approved, you will receive
an official name change certificate, which you can use to update other legal documents, such
as your birth certificate, passport, and driver’s license.

Updating Legal Documents After a Name Change

Once you have legally changed your name and received your name change certificate, you
will need to update various legal and personal documents. These may include:

Birth Certificate: You will need to apply for a new birth certificate reflecting your new name.
This is usually done by submitting a request to the vital statistics office in your province or
territory.

Passport: Your passport will need to be updated to reflect your new name. This requires
submitting your old passport along with your name change certificate and paying the
applicable fee.

Driver’s License and Health Card: These can typically be updated by visiting your local
service center with your name change certificate and existing identification.

Social Insurance Number (SIN): Contact Service Canada to update your SIN record with
your new name.



Bank Accounts and Financial Institutions: You will need to notify your bank, credit card
companies, and other financial institutions of your name change. Most will require a copy of
your name change certificate.

Employer and Educational Institutions: Notify your employer, school, or any relevant
institutions about your new name to ensure that records are updated.

What Happens If Your Name Change Application Is Denied?

In rare cases, a name change application may be denied. Reasons for denial can include:

Incomplete or incorrect application forms

Failure to meet residency requirements

Criminal record concerns (in some provinces)

Failure to provide required consents (in the case of minors)
If your application is denied, you will receive a notice outlining the reasons for the denial and
information on how to appeal the decision or reapply with the necessary corrections.

Changing your name in Canada is a significant legal process, but it is manageable as long as
you follow the correct procedures and meet all the necessary requirements. By understanding
the steps involved, the associated costs, and the timeline, you can ensure a smooth transition
to your new name. Whether you are changing your name for marriage, divorce, gender
transition, or personal reasons, Canada’s legal framework supports your right to adopt a name
that reflects your identity.



