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Imperial Liquor License Explained: Costs,
Requirements, and Benefits

Obtaining an Imperial Liquor License is an important process for Imperial County businesses
that want to sell alcoholic drinks legally. Whether you operate a restaurant, bar, nightclub, or
retail outlet, acquiring the right license guarantees that you meet state regulations and raise
your business credibility. In this blog, we will discuss the different types of Imperial Liquor
License, the application process, fees, and tips for obtaining one effectively.
 
What is an Imperial Liquor License?
An Imperial Liquor License is a license granted by the California Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) that permits businesses in Imperial County to sell and serve alcohol.
Businesses are not legally allowed to distribute alcoholic beverages without this license, which
results in fines and even business closure. Knowing the licensing process is vital for
businesses that wish to operate legally.
 
Types of Imperial Liquor Licenses
There are several types of Imperial Liquor License available, depending on the nature of your
business:
Type 20 – Off-sale beer and wine license for convenience stores and grocery stores.
Type 21 – Off-sale general license allowing the sale of beer, wine, and spirits for off-premises
consumption.
Type 41 – On-sale beer and wine license, typically used for restaurants.
Type 47 – On-sale general license for restaurants where beer, wine, and spirits are sold.
Type 48 – On-sale general license for nightclubs and bars.
Type 57 – Private club license to sell alcohol to members.
 
The selection of the correct Imperial Liquor License is based on the business model
and operational requirements.
 
Steps to Obtain an Imperial Liquor License
Obtaining an Imperial Liquor License requires a number of steps:
Determine the License Type – Determine the appropriate license category for your business
needs.
Submit an Application – Apply with the California ABC and remit the required fees.
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Post Public Notices – Post a public notice at the business premises for at least 30 days.
Background Checks – The ABC performs background checks on applicants to confirm
eligibility.
Public Hearing (if necessary) – Some licenses need a hearing for public input.
Approval and License Release – After approval, the Imperial Liquor License is released to
enable legal sale of alcohol.
 
Price of an Imperial Liquor License
An Imperial Liquor License price is determined by license type, location of business, and
demand. General prices are:
Application Fees – Between $100 and $1,000, depending on the type of license.
Renewal Fees Annually – Usually between $300 and $1,200.
Transfer Fees – There might be extra fees if buying an existing license.
 
Prices can vary due to high demand for some licenses. It is advisable to use a liquor license
broker to make the process easier and control costs. 
 
Compliance and Regulations
Having an Imperial Liquor License means being in strict compliance with state and local laws,
such as:
Age Restrictions – No selling of alcohol to people under 21.
Operational Hours – Companies are required to comply with authorized alcohol sale times.
Health and Safety Standards – Venues need to be clean and observe health regulations.
Tax Obligations – Proper reporting of the sale of alcohol and on-time payment of taxes is
necessitated.
 
The violation of these rules can lead to penalties, suspension, or permanent loss of the
Imperial Liquor License.
 
Advantages of Holding an Imperial Liquor License
Having an Imperial Liquor License has a number of benefits to businesses:
Higher Revenue – Sales of alcohol can greatly enhance profits.
Larger Customer Base – Selling alcohol brings in more customers.
Competitive Advantage – A liquor license sets a business apart from others.
Business Reputation – Licensed businesses are considered more professional and
trustworthy.
 
Tips for the Success of an Imperial Liquor License Application
 



For higher chances of securing an Imperial Liquor License, go through the following necessary
tips:
Start Early – Start the application process early to prevent delays.
Seek Professional Assistance – Hiring a liquor license broker can make the process easier.
Ensure Compliance – Be aware of California liquor laws.
Keep Accurate Records – Keep detailed records to make approval easier.
 
Final Thoughts
Obtaining an Imperial Liquor License is a critical process for companies intending to sell
alcoholic drinks in Imperial County. Familiarity with various types of licenses, fees, and
application processes can assist entrepreneurs in navigating the process successfully. By
adhering to the right procedures and staying compliant, companies can obtain and retain their
Imperial Liquor License successfully, thereby guaranteeing long-term profitability and success.
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