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Prison Island Tour Zanzibar: A Must-Do Half-Day
Excursion Near Stone Town

Discover the Hidden Gem Just Off Stone Town

When visiting Zanzibar, one of the most popular and rewarding experiences is the Prison
Island tour Zanzibar offers just off the coast of Stone Town. Known locally as Changuu
Island, this small piece of paradise combines natural beauty, history, and adventure. Just a
short 20-30 minute boat ride away, the Prison island tour zanzibar is an easy and memorable
half-day excursion that promises stunning views, fascinating stories, and close encounters
with giant tortoises.

A Historical Island with a Unique Past

The name “Prison Island” often intrigues visitors, and rightly so. The island was originally
intended to house rebellious slaves in the 1860s and later became a quarantine station during
British colonial times. Today, the Prison Island tour Zanzibar immerses visitors in this rich
past with guided walks through the preserved buildings and ruins. You’ll see the old prison
structures and the former quarantine facilities, which tell a powerful story of the island’s past
roles. This historical journey is an essential part of the Prison Island tour Zanzibar
experience.

Meet the Famous Giant Tortoises

One of the highlights of any Prison Island tour Zanzibar is meeting the Aldabra giant
tortoises. These ancient reptiles, some of which are over 100 years old, were a gift from the
Seychelles government. They now roam freely in a protected sanctuary on the island. Visitors
can walk among them, feed them, and even touch their tough, leathery shells. For animal
lovers and photographers alike, this part of the Prison Island tour Zanzibar is pure magic.

A Paradise for Snorkeling and Sunbathing

Aside from its historical and ecological attractions, the island is surrounded by crystal-clear
turquoise waters and vibrant coral reefs. The Prison Island tour Zanzibar often includes time
for swimming or snorkeling, allowing you to discover the colorful marine life that thrives just
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offshore. Whether you want to sunbathe on the white sandy beach or explore the underwater
world, the Prison Island tour Zanzibar has something for every traveler.

Easy and Accessible from Stone Town

One of the best things about the Prison Island tour Zanzibar is how easy it is to reach. Tours
depart regularly from Stone Town’s Forodhani Gardens or nearby beachfronts, making it a
convenient getaway without requiring a full-day commitment. Most trips last around three to
four hours, which makes the Prison Island tour Zanzibar a perfect addition to any itinerary,
even if you're short on time.

Great for All Types of Travelers

Whether you’re traveling solo, as a couple, or with family, the Prison Island tour Zanzibar
suits all kinds of visitors. Kids love the tortoises, couples enjoy the peaceful scenery, and
history buffs get lost in the island’s stories. It’s this well-rounded appeal that makes the Prison
Island tour Zanzibar one of the top excursions in the region.

Create Lasting Memories

The combination of history, nature, and tropical beauty makes the Prison Island tour
Zanzibar an unforgettable experience. Whether it’s your first trip to Zanzibar or your fifth, the
island has a timeless charm that continues to captivate. With its easy access, rich culture, and
fun-filled adventure, it’s no wonder so many travelers list the Prison Island tour Zanzibar as
a must-do activity.


