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Liquor Licenses Explained: Which One Do You Need
for Your Business?

For businesses aiming to sell alcoholic beverages in California, it's crucial to understand the
various liquor license types available. Whether you're starting a new venture or managing an
existing establishment, securing the appropriate license is vital for compliant operations.
License Brokers specializes in streamlining this complex process, offering step-by-step
guidance to help clients obtain the licenses that best suit their specific needs.
 
Acquiring a liquor license in California is a complex and often costly endeavor. The state
imposes limits on the number of liquor licenses available in each county, leading to significant
competition among applicants. The level of competition varies depending on the specific type
of license sought. California's liquor licensing system is categorized into five main types:
 
Temporary Non-Profit Licenses: Issued for short-term events organized by non-profit
organizations.
Temporary Licenses: Granted to businesses awaiting the approval of a permanent license,
allowing them to operate in the interim.
On-Sale Licenses: Permit the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises,
applicable to establishments like restaurants and bars.
Off-Sale Licenses: Allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption off the premises,
suitable for liquor stores and similar retailers.
Non-Retail Licenses: Designed for entities involved in the production or distribution of
alcoholic beverages, such as manufacturers and wholesalers.
 
In California, liquor licenses are categorized based on where alcohol is consumed. On-sale
licenses permit the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises, such as in
bars or restaurants. In contrast, off-sale licenses allow the sale of sealed containers of alcohol
for consumption elsewhere, making them common in retail settings like grocery stores. The
costs associated with these licenses can vary significantly, often being lower for beer and wine
licenses compared to those that include distilled spirits
 
In California, several liquor license types are particularly sought after due to their alignment
with common business models:
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Type 20 License: This off-sale beer and wine license permits establishments like convenience
stores and grocery stores to sell beer and wine for off-premises consumption.
In California, the Type 20 license permits retailers, such as convenience stores and grocery
stores, to sell packaged beer and wine for off-premises consumption. This license does not
allow the sale of open containers or the consumption of alcohol on-site. Additionally, there are
no restrictions preventing minors from being present on the premises
 
Type 21 License: An off-sale general license that allows retailers to sell beer, wine, and
distilled spirits for off-premises consumption, making it popular among liquor stores.
In California, the Type 21 liquor license permits retailers to sell packaged beer, wine, and
distilled spirits for off-premises consumption. This license is ideal for businesses such as liquor
stores, grocery stores, and convenience stores that wish to offer a comprehensive selection of
alcoholic beverages to their customers. Unlike the Type 20 license, which restricts sales to
beer and wine, the Type 21 license allows for the sale of all types of alcoholic beverages.
However, it does not permit the sale of open containers or on-site consumption. Additionally,
there are no restrictions preventing minors from being present on the premises
 
Type 47 License: An on-sale general eating place license that allows restaurants to serve
beer, wine, and distilled spirits on the premises, provided they maintain suitable kitchen
In California, the Type 47 liquor license is essential for restaurant owners who wish to offer a
full spectrum of alcoholic beverages, including beer, wine, and distilled spirits, for on-premises
consumption. To qualify, establishments must operate as bona fide eating places, maintaining
suitable kitchen facilities and generating at least 51% of their gross sales from food. This
requirement underscores the primary focus on dining, distinguishing such venues from bars or
nightclubs. The comprehensive nature of the Type 47 license often makes it more costly
compared to licenses permitting only beer and wine sales
 
Type 48 License: Intended for bars and nightclubs, this on-sale general public premises
license permits the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for on-premises consumption. Unlike
the Type 47 license, a Type 48 license does not require the premises to operate as a bona fide
eating place, and minors are not allowed to enter or remain on the premises
In California, the Type 48 liquor license is designated for establishments such as bars and
nightclubs that exclusively serve patrons aged 21 and over. Unlike the Type 47 license, there
is no requirement for food service, allowing these venues to focus solely on alcoholic
beverage sales. The application process for a Type 48 license is rigorous, involving strict
adherence to city regulations and zoning laws. The cost of obtaining this license can vary
significantly based on factors like location and market demand. As of October 2024, the
application fee is $15,835, with annual fees ranging from $790 to $1,235.
 



For comprehensive information on navigating liquor license options or to explore selling your
existing license, reach out to License Brokers today! Let us handle the complexities while you
focus on achieving your business goals.
 
If you're considering acquiring a liquor license in California, License Brokers is equipped to
assist you. We have experience working with a diverse range of establishments, from small
family-owned businesses to larger enterprises, ensuring our clients obtain the appropriate
licenses efficiently. Our expertise encompasses navigating the complexities of the California
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) regulations, facilitating a smooth and timely
licensing process
 
If you're interested in selling your liquor license, our team at License Brokers offers a seamless
transaction process. We guide you through each step necessary for a successful transfer,
ensuring compliance with all regulatory requirements. Our services include evaluating your
license's market value, marketing it to potential buyers, and managing the necessary
paperwork to facilitate a smooth and efficient transfer. By entrusting us with the complexities of
the sale, you can focus on your business objectives with confidence.
 
Navigating the liquor licensing landscape in California, particularly in competitive counties like
Los Angeles and San Francisco, can be overwhelming. License Brokers is dedicated to
simplifying this process, ensuring it is both straightforward and cost-effective, so you can focus
on running your business
 
Visit here more about
https://licensebrokers.com/types-of-liquor-licenses/
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