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Cardboard and Fire Risks: What You Need to Know

Cardboard is a widely used material in various sectors, from logistics and packaging to
furniture production and educational materials. However, as a highly flammable material,
cardboard presents significant fire risks if not handled properly.

Characteristics of Cardboard

Cardboard is a paper-derived material, generally made of pressed and layered cellulose
fibers. There are several types of cardboard, including:

e Corrugated cardboard: used for packaging and boxes.
» Solid board: employed in covers, displays, and lightweight furniture.
e Coated cardboard: used for high-quality prints.

Why Is Cardboard a Fire Hazard?

Cardboard is highly combustible and can easily catch fire when exposed to heat sources or
open flames. The main risk factors include:

1. Excessive accumulation: large quantities of stored cardboard can quickly fuel a fire.
2. Poor ventilation: enclosed spaces with inadequate airflow can contribute to overheating

of the material.
3. Presence of ignition sources: sparks, faulty electrical wires, cigarette butts, and other

heat sources can ignite cardboard.
4. Exposure to flammable substances: oils, solvents, or other combustible materials in

contact with cardboard increase the fire risk.

Preventive Measures

To reduce the risk of fires associated with cardboard, it is essential to adopt several safety

measures:

o Safe storage: keep cardboard in well-ventilated areas, away from heat sources and
flammable materials.
e Regular disposal: avoid unnecessary accumulation and promptly dispose of cardboard

waste.
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» Use of fire-retardant materials: treat cardboard with flame-retardant substances when
possible.
« Control of ignition sources: ensure electrical systems are in good condition and that

there are no open flames near storage areas.
» Fire safety plan: equip areas with suitable fire extinguishers, such as powder or CO,

extinguishers, and train personnel on emergency management.

Conclusion

While cardboard is useful and versatile, it poses a potential fire hazard if not managed

carefully. Implementing appropriate prevention measures and raising awareness about
combustion risks are essential to ensuring safety in homes, industries, and commercial
spaces.



