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REST API vs RESTful API: Selecting the Right
Solution for Web Application Development

In the world of web app development, understanding the differences between REST API and
RESTful APl is crucial.

1. REST API:
o REST (Representational State Transfer) API follows a set of architectural principles
for networked hypermedia systems.
o It provides a way for systems to communicate over HTTP in a similar way to how
browsers communicate with websites.
o REST APIs are typically stateless, meaning they do not store client context between
requests.
2. RESTful API:
o ARESTful APl is an implementation of REST that adheres to its principles.
o |t focuses on resources and allows clients to perform CRUD (Create, Read, Update,
Delete) operations on them using standard HTTP methods.
o RESTful APIs are designed to be scalable, flexible, and easy to maintain.

When it comes to choosing between the two for web app development, consider factors such
as:

e Complexity: RESTful APIs may be more complex to implement due to adherence to
REST principles.

e Requirements: Assess your project requirements and determine which API style aligns
better with your needs.

e Scalability: RESTful APIs are often preferred for larger, more scalable applications due to
their architectural design.

Read full article: https://www.softude.com/blog/rest-api-vs-restful-api-which-is-good-for-web-

app-development

Ultimately, the decision between REST APl and RESTful API depends on your specific project
requirements and development goals. Whichever you choose, ensure consistency, adherence
to best practices, and compatibility with your development stack.
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