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I emember Mandels's world
wide tour, 1 wenl o one rallv.
Quarter of o million  people.
Skateboards, Tiedyed Twhime A
sign which read: END APART
HATE NOW) Cumuoli doods of
cannabis, ‘No Woman No Crv' sini-
wiing from the loudspeakess

Then Mandela jaunting cnstage,
fists danciing to Marley, smiling as
people siwod and mared und the
missbe changed o 'One Love'. And
the hush an e spoke of courage,
hope and (recdoin.

Biid that's not what Megen's going
on about. “You hed people vastly dif
ferent from one another by virme of
culsure, religion. language, reanomic
levels and race, yot the whele world
expecied them ko lve harmoniously
together avernight,” sho sighs bit-
terly, 'Bud the whites lost heavily
[Mspaonsessod, really. That's the
whole problem with this so-cidled
mulcaliuralinen.” She locks st me
fur a0 second wnd odds, ‘1 suppe
vo're o multevidirnbis

I really jmt want 1o hear the
China report, but | dien't wast 1o be
rude. “Wall, ook to tell you the
trutls," 1 say. ‘T've never moch under-
stocd the suffixal i’ Afier afl,
there's really nothing to believe
bt i The Inct s the world's made
up of many cultures, Mostly it's just
the same old mory of learming o il
erate  people  you may oo
purticularty like or undersand,’

Well that's an improvement over

s lot of the claptrap [ hoar,” she
anwwers. ‘Same people seem o think
we should afl be snving o live
together in happy Chrdstian brothe:-
hood.*

She says this with such pigue that
I'm thli:ﬂh‘ startled. Her won
swemy doad to (L m he munches
down ek friea 'm Uinkbiag, broken
nrma may be the least of his worrses
growing wp, U'm aormally gerrulons,
bt all T wani w do now is quietdy
iibsoch my daughier's pain by pay
chical aemoss

O the welly, images of audem
protesiers & regamented rage ot
side the American q-mlun.}- in
Beijing. China i calling for an bnme-
dinte halt o the NATO ‘aggressdon’
in Seribla, a talking head sys. China
calls the embassy bombing deliber-
sie. President Clinton says il was a
“ragic wicident’, and blames it an
poarly updated CIA records China
i tulking sboul catastrophic conse-
quences. The US responds that
China in overreacting for palitical

Amclia shifis in oy arme slightly
bt stays mbeep. A nurse i beading
Hitle Jaisiss wway, his parents ahof
By, behind like tutered wntitched
shadows {rem. Never Newer Lane
The nurve oo wmething comfort
ing 1o the child, nnd he books up and
gives her his ol emile, Oui of the
comar of my eve ] see Megan stiady
ing ime, building a dossjer.

I'm lhhk:ins it's ironic that abrmost
exocily 1 vears afier the  bloody
Tiananmen Square pro-democracy
demonstrationy Chinese students e
now shoutlng pro-government ko
gaan. Lot of people dlke o
remember 1980 for the pleasing
mages of the Velvei Revolution,
Fink Flovd jamming st the crumbled
remunants  of the Heelin  Wall
Democtncy in action, hesdy siufl
But the Tinnanmen Square mpssacre
on 4 June was the other side of the
coin,
Whaisvir became ol thai man
with o saichel who sared down s
columm of tanks® Talk shout profiles
m coursge. Wang Weilen was the
but he ham't been seen since And
Ao g seeins to have inguired of his
whereabouts. This bothers me. His
reality buried bepeath an image of
freedom.

‘Do you ihank l]}rr bombeed the
embasyy on purpose?’ Megan asks, |
think maybe she's trying to pull my
chain.

I smirk, uned say, ‘No, the CLA
juat bunghed "

Yow're mmive.' saya  Megan.
‘D't Vi renle i’ their S50ih
miverary

I'm getting frante. Here | am,
waing imerminably in an emer-
gency room with my danghier,
tralficking in didactics with some
oo moathed nutter,

"What! NATO? | say. "What
does MATD hh‘l"ld.l:l‘ have w do

with the bambing of an embassy ™

‘Mo, no, not NATO. China,” she
aayn. "China i celebrating it Sih
year of comimivnim. Fifty years. Hi
that's nothing, becsuse China han’
changed in b8 essentials 5 2500
years, and-probably never will”

Oy, come o, of omirse Ching b
changing. What abowt Tianuimen
Square? That's a start. No oo
thought the Rerln Wall would ever
full pither, but it's key chuine now,'

Megan soorts, ‘The Berlin Wall?
Lt e gl youn sbout walle. The amly
wall i this whole warld that manems
i the Grest Wall 2400 kilsimetres
long, T would stretich  from
Melbonirne to Brishane. The inrgest
structure ever baili by human hands
Benide it said Volire, “the pyra-
mils of Egvpt ire anly plaerils and
imeleny masses™. I owaa boili 1o keep
ot Asills and the Huns, And when
the Huns couldn't get pat it they
chinged direction and se1 their sights
on Exrope. Rome fell, and Western
civilisation ensiered the Dark Age,
because China buill the wall*

' stunmed, and h.'m.-jf w
out, 'But what does that bave 1o do
with the bombing of the embassy

‘Don't you seei” she says. “The
Americars, with their store bought
froedom this and feedom thsl, are
litde more than barbarians o the
Chinpse. l.ldl:r-l‘l.l:r Huns tryimg o
crack the Wall. Bombing the
embassy was @ loud Yink kaock an
the doar. But they won't get in, and

EEATURE !

pasition, like Susta Clas, or some
boffo Buddha. Thanks to Megan, 1
find myself tinking about Voltakre
Observing the human condition, he
wrote, ‘I God did not exist, it would
be necessary o wvent s Bus
looking over i the candy-coloured
elowwn-Christ of capitalism, I'm won.
dering if Ronald Is the best we can
do

I ildak again of Wang Weilin,
What becune of him? Was he wial-
ing wway In some Manchurian
provinedal prison sweat shop now —
muvkee hianding piocework on to the
tamk driver who had dared t0 blink®

“Here you go,” sys the girl

1 pay for the juice and we make
our wiy back wward the emergency
room. Sare enough, when we got
thewe Megan s gesturing o us 1o go
tix the registrar’s desh.

"They called your name,’ her son
hoflers.

After 8 hurried exchange with &
harmed nurse we're shown  inio
anether room, full of cursined exam
eubicles, and told o wit for the
doctor. He comes presently, o iall
Brit with eoffee nerves. He examines
Amelin and declares she has 0 swvers
car  infecthon. Looks like she's
plch.':! & woﬁ,.‘ he . He e
me u]:rn-lrriplin:ul.‘l'lll uniilajotics, waye
‘good Juek’, and hureies towdrd
another cubicle

Back in the emergency room, |
curry Amelin toward the welephone
biank and phck ap the direct line o a

Voltaire wrote, ‘If God did not
exist, it would be necessary to invent
him.’ But looking over at the

candy-coloured clown-Christ of
capitalism, I'm wondering if Ronald
McDonald is the best we can do.

when they can't get (o they'l] destroy
themusehves, bocouse this time the
Hune and Rome are one and e
same.’

I'm slack-jawed and astoniihed
by so much parancia ssd hatred,
Her sponianeous combustion seems
to have buwrmned Megnn oul, and for
the first thme i more thus an hour
she's truly quiet. | look down et
Amelia and she’s mouthing *hiow-
baw.'
She's telling you she's thimty,’
e .Ml.-lm'l_ "Bl wants her botila.”

It's then that | realize in my hase
1oy el Amelin i ihe hospital Tee for
gotten o bring & boule,

“There's & McDonald's on the
other wide of the hospil' sy
Megan's son. 1 can show vou."

He leads us there, to the golden
arches, the B.F. Skinner lighting, tle
neon fixtires, the sieede of meat and
wurm sl of fries. We stand in line,

To one side of the counter i w
lufe-stze” plastic effigy of Ronald
MeDonald, moulded imto a sested

taxi company, As I'm duaing so,
Humphrey B, Bear tumbles ouz of
Amelia's arma to the flooc. | stoop
and pick #t up, For some resson, |
Iook atthe label. Made in China

There's nn real avoiding Chinese
goode If you're & capitalist manufac
trirnr, China’s cheap labour i &
welcame mangin booster. If you're a
comaumner, you buy what vou can
afford. But there's o compromise af
values here. For all 1 know, Wang
Wailin stirched together the jenms I'm
wyaring. Fine for me o cry ‘multi
culturalism!® and ‘freedom!’, b
whint about Wing?

Duddy,” my daughter saye
Dhaddy. Humphrey, Mine.'

1 wiuff the doll back in Amelia's
noma and we wall for the enb
cerrtié, (e clay | will explain walls to
her — and Voltaire s gardens, woo, if |
don't ke my shadow R i the
dark v-lle-y botween my growing
doubis and receding desires. &
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