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How SEM Differs from Organic SEQ: Key Differences

Search engine optimization (SEQO) and search engine marketing (SEM) are essential
strategies for attracting customers and increasing your site's visibility. Since marketing began,
these two acronyms have become an important part of every communication. If you’re new to
these concepts, understanding the difference between SEO vs SEM can help you execute
effective campaigns.

Let's understand the difference between SEM and SEO.

SEM vs. SEO: Definitions

Officially, SEO and SEM can be described as

Search Engine Marketing (SEM)

SEM refers to the process of gaining website traffic by purchasing ads on search engines.
Essentially, SEM involves using paid search strategies to appear at the top of Search Engine
Results Pages (SERPs).

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

SEO refers to the process of getting traffic in an organic manner. This process involves
optimizing your site to meet the ranking criteria of search engines, like Google.

SEO vs. SEM: Main differences

SEO refers to the process of continually optimizing your website to rank higher in search
engine results. Google's algorithm uses more than 200 ranking signals. Typically, SEO can be
defined as the superset of SEO. Understanding SEM can be complex as this term
compromises both organic and paid strategies at a point. However, it refers to paid search
marketing, in which you spend money for placements on SERPs. Search engine marketing
allows you to show up at the top of the SERP with paid strategies.
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SEO and SEM - Aspects that Differ

1. Different Search Results

SEO and SEM have the same search goal, mainly increasing an organization's visibility on
SERPs. However, they use different methods to achieve their goals. SEO focuses on
optimizing websites to improve their rankings on the organic search engine results page. On
the other hand, SEM focuses on paid advertisements to gain higher rankings on SERPs.

Marketers use best SEO practices to gain higher ranking on search engine results pages and
create content that search engine algorithm favors. Though companies like Google and Bing
don’t disclose how their rankings work, the algorithm identifies certain criteria, which include
the following:

» Title Tags: A page title should include the primary keywords at least once.

e Content Quality: Create well-written quality content that resonates with your audience

e Mobile-friendliness: Search engines prioritize mobile-friendly websites.

* Websites with Reputable Banklinks: A website with reputable banklinks gets a higher
rank on SERP.

» Site Speed and Security: Search engines don’t want to direct users to fake sites, so
they prioritize the sites with quick loading speeds and SSL certificates.



2. SEO Takes More Time to Deliver Results

SEO takes more time to deliver the results than SEM. Typically, An SEQO strategy can take
months to years to offer significant ranking improvements, whereas SEM can increase website
traffic in just a few hours or a day. With millions of users driving toward search engines to find
their products, the digital landscape become highly competitive. Hence, organizations should
create high-quality content and backlinks and ensure user-friendliness.SEM can generate
traffic instantly after the marketing team launches a campaign. Before the launch of a
campaign, the marketing team should conduct in-depth research on the target audience and
create high-quality landing pages. Once the marketing team places the landing pages
correctly, the SEM Campaigns can bring immediate results.

3. SEO Costs More than SEM in the Short-Term

SEO and SEM cost money in different ways. SEO doesn't cost money like SEM costs per
engagement, hence organizations must invest a lot of time and effort in SEO. Organizations
focusing on SEO can hire content writers or invest in SEO tools to get the desired results. The
results can take a longer time to offer higher ROI. It has a high upfront cost. If an organization
archives organic visibility, it can achieve higher traffic and gain high profitable returns in the
long run. With SEM, organizations can see instant results. However, organizations' visibility
also drops when their budgets run out.

Conclusion

SEO and SEM are both crucial processes for gaining a higher ranking on SERPs. The most
common difference between these two is their focus on increasing website traffic. In the battle
of both these strategies, there is no real winner. Each has its perks, so one should prioritize
both. Combined together, they offer some great benefits. Integrating both these approaches in
your marketing efforts, you can optimize your conversion rate and gain more visibility on
SERP. Having well-written quality content is a requirement of both, so consider creating fresh,
unique, and well-written content that naturally puts your website high
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er on the SERP.

If you want to improve your website's visibility and ranking through SEO and SEM, consider
partnering with Digitech India. Our tailored digital marketing strategies will help you improve
your online visibility and attract more customers.
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