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What are shallow links and how do you use them in
your link building strategy?

Link building remains a crucial element of any successful SEO strategy. While many businesses
partner with an SEO company to handle their link building efforts, understanding the nuances of
different link types can help you make more informed decisions about your digital marketing
approach. One often overlooked yet valuable component of a comprehensive link building strategy is
the use of shallow links.
 

Understanding Shallow Links
Shallow links, also known as homepage links or root domain links, are backlinks that point to a
website's homepage rather than deep internal pages or specific content pieces. While some of the
best SEO companies focus primarily on acquiring deep links to specific content, shallow links play a
vital role in creating a natural and balanced link profile for your website.
 
Think of your website as a physical building. Deep links are like directions that lead visitors directly
to specific offices or departments within that building, while shallow links are like signs pointing to the
main entrance. Both serve essential purposes in helping people navigate to their desired destination.
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The Value of Shallow Links in Your Link Building Strategy
Many website owners and digital marketers overlook shallow links in favour of deep links, believing
that directing users to specific content provides more value. However, shallow links offer several
unique advantages that make them an important component of your overall link building strategy.
1.     Natural Link Profile Development
One of the most significant benefits of shallow links is their role in creating a natural-looking link
profile. In the real world, people naturally link to homepages when referencing companies, brands,
or general resources. A link profile consisting exclusively of deep links can appear artificial to search
engines and may raise red flags.
 
2.     Brand Authority and Recognition
Shallow links often serve as powerful brand signals to search engines. When authoritative websites
link to your homepage, it suggests that your entire domain – not just specific content pieces – is
valuable and noteworthy. This can be particularly important for businesses working with an
ecommerce SEO company, as brand recognition plays a crucial role in online retail success.
 
3.     Homepage Authority Distribution
Your homepage typically holds the highest authority within your website's structure. Shallow links
help strengthen this authority, which then naturally flows to internal pages through your site's
navigation structure. This distribution of authority can benefit your entire website's search engine
rankings.
 
Implementing Shallow Links Effectively
To maximise the benefits of shallow links in your link building strategy, consider the following
approaches and best practices:
1.     Balanced Link Acquisition
While shallow links are valuable, they should be part of a diverse link building strategy. The best
SEO company for your business will typically aim for a natural mix of both shallow and deep links,
reflecting the kind of link profile that would develop organically.
 
Work to acquire shallow links through various methods, including business directories, industry
association memberships, partnerships, and brand mentions. However, ensure these efforts
complement rather than replace your deep linking strategy.
 
2.     Quality Over Quantity
As with all link building efforts, the quality of shallow links matters more than quantity. Focus on
obtaining links from relevant, authoritative websites within your industry or related fields. A single
high-quality shallow link from a respected industry resource can provide more value than numerous
links from low-quality directories.
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3.     Brand Building and PR
Leverage public relations and brand building activities to generate natural shallow links. Press
releases, company news, industry events, and corporate social responsibility initiatives often result
in homepage links from news outlets and industry publications.
 
4.     Local SEO Integration
For businesses with a local presence, shallow links from local business directories, chambers of
commerce, and community organisations can provide both SEO value and local relevance. These
links often naturally point to homepages and can help strengthen your local search presence.
 
Common Mistakes to Avoid
When incorporating shallow links into your strategy, be careful to avoid these common pitfalls:
1.     Overemphasis on Homepage Links
While shallow links are valuable, focusing too heavily on acquiring only homepage links can create
an unnatural link profile. Maintain a balance between shallow and deep links that reflects natural
linking patterns in your industry.
 
2.     Poor Source Selection
Not all shallow links provide equal value. Avoid acquiring links from low-quality directories, irrelevant
websites, or link farms. These can harm rather than help your SEO efforts.
 
3.     Neglecting Deep Content
Remember that shallow links should complement, not replace, your content-focused link building
efforts. Continue creating and promoting valuable content that naturally attracts deep links.
 
Measuring Success
To evaluate the effectiveness of your shallow link building efforts, monitor these key metrics:
·       Domain Authority Growth: Track changes in your domain authority over time as you acquire
quality shallow links. A steady increase suggests your strategy is working effectively.
·       Brand Search Volume: Monitor increases in brand-related searches, as strong shallow links often
correlate with improved brand recognition and search visibility.
·       Referral Traffic Quality: Analyse the quality of traffic coming through shallow links, paying
attention to metrics like bounce rate, time on site, and conversion rates from these sources.
 
Future-Proofing Your Strategy
As search engines continue to evolve, maintaining a natural and diverse link profile becomes
increasingly important. Shallow links, when properly integrated into your overall link building strategy,
help create this natural profile while supporting your brand's online presence.
 
Consider working with experienced SEO professionals who understand the delicate balance
between shallow and deep links. They can help you develop and implement a comprehensive link



building strategy that aligns with current best practices while preparing for future algorithm updates.
 
Shallow links represent an important component of a well-rounded link building strategy. While they
should not be your exclusive focus, understanding their value and implementing them effectively can
enhance your website's authority, improve brand recognition, and contribute to sustainable SEO
success.
 
Remember that the most effective link building strategies combine various approaches, including
both shallow and deep links, to create a natural, authoritative link profile. Whether you are handling
your SEO in-house or working with professional services, ensuring proper attention to shallow links
can help strengthen your overall digital marketing efforts and improve your search engine visibility.
 
As search engines continue to refine their algorithms and evaluation methods, maintaining a diverse
and natural link profile becomes increasingly important. By incorporating shallow links thoughtfully
into your strategy, you position your website for long-term success in the ever-evolving digital
landscape.


