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Kerala Beyond the Usual: Explore the Best Hidden
Gems of the State

Kerala, often referred to as "God's Own Country," is known for its iconic destinations like
Alleppey, Munnar, and Kochi. While these popular spots attract thousands of tourists each
year, there are many lesser-known, off-the-beaten-path locations that offer unspoiled natural
beauty, tranquility, and authentic local experiences. For travelers seeking a more intimate and
unique side of Kerala, here are some hidden gems that are waiting to be explored.

1. Vypin Island: A Tranquil Escape Near Kochi

Just a short boat ride from the bustling city of Kochi lies Vypin Island, one of the largest and
most peaceful islands in Kerala. Unlike the busy tourist spots in Kochi, Vypin Island remains
largely untouched by large-scale commercial tourism, offering visitors a serene escape. Here,
you can experience the true essence of Kerala’s village life, with lush coconut groves, pristine
beaches, and a slower pace of life.
The island is home to several charming villages, ancient churches, and scenic coastal views.
Munambam Beach is perfect for those seeking solitude, while Fort Kochi is nearby for those
interested in exploring local culture. Cycling around the island is a wonderful way to enjoy its
untouched beauty, and the island is also famous for fresh seafood.

2. Gavi: A Hidden Paradise for Nature Lovers

For nature enthusiasts, Gavi is an absolute gem. Located in the heart of the Periyar Wildlife
Sanctuary in Thekkady, Gavi is a remote village surrounded by dense forests, hills, and
pristine lakes. The area is known for its biodiversity, including elephants, tigers, and a wide
variety of birds. Unlike other more commercialized wildlife sanctuaries, Gavi offers a more
serene and off-the-grid experience.
Travelers can take guided trekking tours through the sanctuary, enjoy boat rides on the Gavi
Lake, and camp under the stars. The quiet beauty of the area makes it perfect for those
seeking peace and an escape from the city hustle. Staying in eco-friendly resorts in Gavi adds
to the immersive nature experience, and the surrounding hills provide stunning panoramic
views that are perfect for photography.

3. Kovalam Village: A Quiet Coastal Retreat
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While Kovalam Beach is one of Kerala's popular beach destinations, the small village of
Kovalam itself is often overlooked by tourists. Situated near the famous Kovalam Beach, this
quaint village offers a much quieter and less commercialized experience than its more famous
counterpart. The village is surrounded by lush greenery, coconut palms, and the soothing
sounds of the Arabian Sea.
Kovalam village is the perfect spot to unwind, with fewer crowds and a more relaxed
atmosphere. You can explore the local markets, take a leisurely stroll along the beach, or
enjoy a traditional Kerala meal at a small, family-run eatery. The nearby Lighthouse Beach
provides a scenic backdrop for a quiet evening walk, while the surrounding villages give you a
glimpse of authentic coastal life in Kerala.

4. Vellayani Lake: A Hidden Gem for Tranquil Views

Located near Kovalam, Vellayani Lake is a stunning freshwater lake that remains largely
untouched by mass tourism. Surrounded by lush green hills and coconut trees, this serene
lake is perfect for a peaceful getaway. The area around the lake is ideal for a quiet picnic or a
relaxing boat ride. The surrounding rural villages are picturesque, and the atmosphere is calm,
making it a perfect destination for those looking to escape the crowds.
The lake is also known for its proximity to the Vellayani Devi Temple, an important pilgrimage
site. Visiting this temple during the annual festival is an enriching cultural experience that
many travelers miss, but it adds a unique touch to the Vellayani Lake experience.

5. Parunthupara: The Eagle's Rock

Parunthupara, also known as "Eagle's Rock," is a stunning, less-visited viewpoint located near
Vagamon in the Western Ghats. The panoramic views from the top of the rock are
breathtaking, with lush green valleys, tea plantations, and mist-covered hills stretching as far
as the eye can see. The area is still relatively undiscovered, offering visitors a chance to enjoy
the beauty of Kerala’s hill stations without the typical crowds.
The trek to Parunthupara is a relatively easy one, and the place is ideal for those who enjoy
hiking and nature walks. The surrounding area is home to picturesque landscapes, waterfalls,
and tea estates that make for a perfect escape from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.

6. Silent Valley National Park: A Biodiversity Hotspot

Hidden deep in the Western Ghats, Silent Valley National Park is one of Kerala's most
biodiverse and least explored regions. This pristine tropical rainforest is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and remains one of the last untouched stretches of tropical rainforest in India.



Home to a variety of wildlife, including the endangered lion-tailed macaque, Silent Valley is a
paradise for nature lovers and wildlife photographers.
The park’s tranquility is what sets it apart from other wildlife sanctuaries, making it a perfect
destination for those who enjoy hiking and bird watching. Due to its remote location, the park is
still relatively unknown to most tourists, making it a true hidden gem for anyone looking to
connect with nature in its purest form.

7. Kumbalangi: Kerala’s First Model Fishing Village

For an authentic glimpse of rural life in Kerala, Kumbalangi is a hidden gem worth exploring.
Located just a short distance from Kochi, Kumbalangi is India’s first model fishing village,
where you can experience the traditional ways of fishing, farming, and coexisting with nature.
The village offers an offbeat experience, with activities such as fishing with local fishermen,
taking a boat ride through the backwaters, and exploring the natural beauty of the village.
The serene backwaters and rustic charm of Kumbalangi make it a perfect destination for those
looking for an authentic Kerala experience without the crowds. The village is also home to a
rich variety of birdlife and mangrove ecosystems, providing a peaceful and beautiful
environment for nature lovers.

Plan Your Perfect Kerala Getaway with GoGeo Holidays

While Kerala's major tourist destinations like Munnar, Alleppey, and Kochi are undoubtedly
beautiful, these hidden gems offer a more intimate and authentic experience. Exploring the
lesser-known destinations like Vypin Island, Gavi, and Kovalam Village allows travelers to
experience the true soul of Kerala, away from the crowded tourist circuits. These locations
provide a peaceful escape with stunning landscapes, unique cultural experiences, and the
opportunity to connect with the local way of life.
If you're looking for a quiet and unspoiled getaway in Kerala, these hidden gems are sure to
make your trip unforgettable. For those planning their Kerala journey, GoGeo Holidays
provides tailor-made Kerala tourism packages that cover these beautiful off-the-beaten-path
destinations, ensuring a hassle-free and immersive experience. Let GoGeo Holidays help you
discover the hidden gems of Kerala in a way that suits your travel style and budget!
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