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If you are planning to move to Canada as a skilled worker, you may have come across two
popular immigration pathways: the Quebec Skilled Worker Program (QSWP)_and Express
Entry. Both programs offer permanent residency, but they have different processes,

requirements, and benefits.

Choosing the right one depends on your qualifications, work experience, language skills, and
where you want to live in Canada. In this blog, we will compare both programs to help you
decide which one suits you better.

Quebec Skilled Worker Program (QSWP)

The Quebec Skilled Worker Program (QSWP) is designed for skilled workers who wish to
settle in Quebec. Since Quebec has its own immigration system, QSWP follows a separate
selection process. Applicants are assessed through a points-based system, considering
factors like education, work experience, age, and language skills.
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While French is not mandatory, it significantly increases your chances of selection. The
process involves two steps: first, obtaining a Quebec Selection Certificate (CSQ) and then
applying for permanent residency through the federal government. Unlike Express Entry, a job
offer is not required, but processing times are generally longer, often exceeding a year.

Express Entry

Express Entry is Canada’s primary system for skilled worker immigration, allowing applicants
to settle anywhere except Quebec. It includes three main programs: Federal Skilled Worker
Program (FSWP), Federal Skilled Trades Program (FSTP), and Canadian Experience Class
(CEC). Candidates are ranked through the Comprehensive Ranking System (CRS), which
considers age, education, work experience, and language proficiency in either English or
French.

The biggest advantage of Express Entry is its faster processing time, often taking six months
or less. While a job offer is not mandatory, it can improve your CRS score. Additionally,
applicants can explore the Provincial Nominee Program (PNP), which provides extra points
and increases their chances of getting an invitation to apply for permanent residency.

Key Differences

The biggest difference between QSWP and Express Entry is the selection system. QSWP
uses Quebec’s own points-based assessment, while Express Entry ranks candidates through
the federal CRS system. French is highly preferred in QSWP, whereas Express Entry allows
applicants with strong English skills to compete effectively.

Processing times also differ; Express Entry is much faster, while QSWP takes longer.
Moreover, Express Entry offers more flexibility in choosing a province, while QSWP restricts
applicants to settling only in Quebec. If your CRS score is high, Express Entry is a better
choice. However, if you struggle to score high in Express Entry but qualify for QSWP, moving
to Quebec might be the right decision.

Which One is Better?

If you speak French and want to settle in Quebec, QSWP is the best option. If you prefer a
faster process and more flexibility in choosing a province, Express Entry is the better choice.
Those with a high CRS score will have better chances through Express Entry, while applicants
with a lower score may still qualify for QSWP. Ultimately, the decision depends on your
language proficiency, job experience, and where you see your future in Canada.



Both programs provide great opportunities for skilled workers to immigrate to Canada. If
Quebec is your preferred destination and you have French skills, QSWP is ideal. If you want a
quicker, more flexible immigration process, Express Entry is the way to go. Understanding the
differences between these two pathways will help you make the right choice for your

immigration journey.

For expert guidance on your immigration journey, contact Oasis Visas today! We're here to
help you every step of the way. Reach out to us via email at info@oasis-india.com. Let's make

your dreams of living and working abroad a reality!
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