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Exploring the Gig Economy: How International
Students in the UK Can Benefit

 

The Rise of the Gig Economy

 
The gig economy, offering freelance and short-term jobs, has become a vital part of the UK
workforce. For international students, this provides a flexible way to earn money while
balancing studies. A 2024 report from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) shows that
nearly 14% of the UK workforce participates in gig work, driven by technological
advancements and increased demand for on-demand services.
 
For international students facing visa restrictions, the gig economy is an ideal solution. It
allows them to earn without conflicting with their academic schedules or legal work limits.
 
 
 

Visa Restrictions and Work Rights for International Students
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Under the Tier 4 Visa (Student Visa), international students can work up to 20 hours a week
during term time. This limitation makes traditional part-time jobs difficult to manage. The gig
economy, with its flexible hours, offers a suitable alternative, allowing students to work within
legal boundaries while managing their academic responsibilities.
 
This flexibility helps ease financial pressures, especially in cities with high living costs like
London, by offering a way to earn extra income while adhering to visa conditions.
 
 

Benefits of the Gig Economy for International Students

Flexibility

Gig work offers unmatched flexibility, allowing students to choose when and how much they
work. This is crucial for balancing studies, exams, and personal life while complying with visa
restrictions.
 

Supplementing Income

The gig economy provides international students with opportunities to earn extra money
without committing to traditional part-time jobs. Whether it’s food delivery or freelancing, these
gigs help cover tuition fees, rent, and daily expenses.
 

Building Work Experience

Although gig work might not always align with a student’s academic field, it helps develop
essential skills like communication and time management. Freelancing opportunities, such as
graphic design or coding, allow students to gain relevant experience and build a portfolio.
 
 

Best Paying Part-Time Jobs in the UK’s Gig Economy

Ride Sharing (Uber, Bolt): Students with a UK driving license and vehicle access can
earn well through ride-sharing services, especially in larger cities.



Food Delivery (Deliveroo, Uber Eats): Delivery gigs offer flexibility, and students
without cars can still participate by using bicycles or scooters.
Freelancing (Upwork, Fiverr): Freelance work in fields like design or writing offers
students a chance to set their rates and gain valuable experience.
Tutoring (MyTutor, Tutorful): Students proficient in academic subjects can earn good
hourly wages through online tutoring platforms.

 
 

Conclusion

 
The gig economy provides international students in the UK with flexible earning opportunities
while balancing their academic responsibilities. By joining the Earn with OZ affiliate program,
students can earn up to 10% commission for every Oz Assignments referral, gaining both
income and entrepreneurial experience.
 
Remember, if you need assistance with your assignments, don't hesitate to contact Oz
Assignments through the "Upload Assignment" button for personalized help and guidance.
For further details, Click Here
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