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Designing Dreamy Oceanfront Apartments: A Peek
into Our INHOUSE Design Process

When you imagine an oceanfront apartment, the first things that come to mind are
breathtaking views, calming waves, and luxurious living. But creating interiors that harmonize
with such a stunning natural backdrop requires a fine balance of creativity, functionality, and
expertise. At our INHOUSE design studio, we specialize in crafting interiors that complement
the ocean’s beauty while ensuring durability and comfort.

In this blog, we’ll walk you through our unique design process, the principles we follow, and
how we overcome challenges to create dreamy spaces.

1. Why Oceanfront Apartments Need Special Attention

Oceanfront living offers unparalleled benefits: panoramic views, fresh ocean breezes, and a
connection to nature. However, these homes also come with challenges:

Salt and Humidity: Coastal environments can cause faster wear and tear on materials.
Wind and Weather: The constant exposure to strong winds and sunlight requires careful
material selection.
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At our interior design studio, we ensure every design decision is made to balance beauty with
functionality.

1.1 Designing for Coastal Comfort

Our designs are inspired by the coast’s natural beauty. By blending the outdoors with the
indoors, we create homes that feel open, airy, and connected to their surroundings.

Initial Consultations: Turning Your Vision into a Masterpiece

At the heart of every exceptional design is a deep understanding of the client’s vision. Our
process begins with immersive consultations, where we:

Delve Into Your Lifestyle: We take the time to understand how you live, entertain, and
relax. By learning about your daily routine and preferences, we ensure that the design
seamlessly fits into your life and enhances your experience.
Assess the Space’s Potential: Whether it’s an expansive oceanfront villa or a more
compact apartment, we meticulously evaluate the space, identifying opportunities to
maximize both aesthetics and functionality. Our goal is to create a design that works with
the natural flow and shape of the space.
Provide Expert Recommendations: With our seasoned expertise in interior design, we
suggest bespoke themes, color palettes, and layouts. These recommendations are
crafted to reflect your personal taste while optimizing the unique potential of coastal
living.

Material Selection for Coastal Durability

In oceanfront environments, material selection is crucial not only for aesthetic appeal but also
for longevity. Our design studio prioritizes:

Weather-Resistant Finishes: To safeguard against the harsh coastal climate, we use
metals treated with high-grade powder coatings. This ensures protection from rust, salt
corrosion, and environmental wear, allowing your design to stand the test of time.
Eco-Conscious Materials: Sustainability is at the core of our design philosophy. We
incorporate materials such as bamboo, reclaimed wood, and natural stone, which are



both environmentally friendly and visually striking. These materials add warmth and
texture to your interiors, creating a balanced connection between nature and design.
Advanced Protective Coatings: Every surface in your oceanfront home is treated with
specialized coatings to prevent damage from moisture, UV rays, and the effects of the
coastal environment. This attention to detail helps preserve the beauty and durability of
your home, even in the most challenging conditions.

Embracing Natural Light and Ocean Breezes

Oceanfront properties call for designs that harmonize with their stunning surroundings,
creating spaces that bring the outside in. Our approach includes:

Expansive Glass Panels: To capture the breathtaking ocean views and flood your
interiors with natural light, we incorporate floor-to-ceiling windows and sliding glass
doors. These large glass surfaces help create a seamless connection between the
indoors and the outdoors, making the most of your scenic surroundings.
Seamless Indoor-Outdoor Flow: Open floor plans allow for effortless transitions
between indoor living areas and outdoor spaces such as terraces, patios, or balconies.
This design approach encourages natural ventilation and enhances the overall living
experience, ensuring that the coastal environment is a central part of your home.

Unique Challenges and Solutions in Oceanfront Interior
Design

Designing oceanfront apartments comes with a unique set of challenges due to the harsh
coastal environment and the distinct demands of maximizing space and enhancing the natural
beauty of the surroundings. As a leading interior design firm specializing in coastal properties,
we’ve honed solutions over years of working with these environments to deliver exceptional
results.

Addressing Wear and Tear

Saltwater, humidity, and exposure to the elements can take a toll on furniture, fabrics, and
finishes in oceanfront homes. To ensure longevity and maintain the integrity of your interiors,



we prioritize:

Marine-Grade Wood and Treated Metals: We use high-quality, weather-resistant wood
and corrosion-resistant metals, ensuring that your furniture and fixtures stand up to the
coastal climate without compromising on style.
Mold-Resistant Fabrics: Upholstery, curtains, and soft furnishings are crafted from
materials that are resistant to mold and mildew. This not only helps maintain a fresh and
clean environment but also prolongs the lifespan of your interior fabrics.

As a renowned interior design architect in Cape Town, we ensure that every detail is tailored to
your coastal environment.

Maximizing Space in Compact Apartments

Oceanfront apartments are often compact, requiring a thoughtful approach to design in order
to optimize every inch of available space. We apply innovative techniques to create functional,
spacious living areas:

Multifunctional Furniture: From foldable beds to coffee tables that double as storage
units, we incorporate multifunctional furniture that allows you to make the most of every
square foot.
Custom Designs: Every corner of your home is considered. We design custom-built
solutions like wall-mounted storage, fold-out desks, and tailored shelving to make even
the smallest spaces feel open and airy.

Maximizing space in a compact apartment isn’t just about making it look bigger—it’s about
ensuring that each design choice enhances the overall functionality and comfort of the living
space.

Sustainability in Coastal Living

Sustainability is not just a trend; it’s a cornerstone of our design philosophy. As an interior
architecture company committed to eco-conscious practices, we aim to create spaces that
are not only stunning but also environmentally responsible. Our sustainable approach
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includes:

Energy Efficiency

Solar Panels: We integrate solar power solutions to reduce reliance on traditional
energy sources and lower your home’s carbon footprint.
LED Lighting: By using energy-efficient LED lighting, we help conserve energy while
ensuring your space is beautifully lit.
Energy-Efficient Appliances: We source appliances that offer high performance while
minimizing energy usage.

Water Conservation

Smart Fixtures: We implement water-saving fixtures such as low-flow faucets and
showerheads that contribute to significant water conservation.
Greywater Recycling Systems: In larger projects, we incorporate greywater systems
that repurpose water from sinks, showers, and laundry for irrigation or other non-potable
uses.

Local Sourcing

Whenever possible, we choose locally sourced materials to reduce the environmental impact
of transportation. This not only supports the local economy but also ensures that materials are
better suited to the coastal environment, offering superior durability and style.

By incorporating sustainable practices, we create oceanfront homes that are not only visually
striking but also mindful of the planet’s future.

Case Study: Strand Beach - The Berman Brothers Group

One of our standout projects for the Berman Brothers Group was the redesign of an apartment
complex overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, Lion’s Head, and Signal Hill. This project, located in
the heart of Strand Beach, involved the architectural and interior design refurbishment of an
existing twenty-unit block, along with the addition of a contemporary extension.



Project Brief and Design Concept

The brief called for a design that would move away from the traditional architecture typical of
the area and embrace a more contemporary and fluid design, inspired by the coastal
topography and the sinuous form of Signal Hill. The design concept was to create a space that
reflected the natural beauty of the environment while introducing elements of modernity and
sophistication.

Architectural and Interior Design Refurbishment

Architectural Style: We moved toward a more freeform-shaped design, introducing
curved walls and soft, flowing lines that mirrored the landscape and coastal elements of
the area. This departure from the conventional sharp angles created a more organic feel,
blending seamlessly with the natural surroundings.
Interior Design Approach: Inside, we focused on creating an open, airy environment
with large glass windows and sliding doors that allowed for expansive views of the
ocean. The interior featured sleek, minimalist furniture, with materials like natural stone
and bamboo adding warmth and texture.
Materials and Finishes: We used weather-resistant, coastal-friendly materials
throughout, ensuring the apartment was both durable and aesthetically pleasing. From
the high-quality wooden flooring to the ceramic tiles, every material was chosen to
withstand the coastal conditions while maintaining a high-end finish.

The Result

The redesign transformed the building into a luxurious, modern coastal retreat. The soft-
flowing architectural design not only created a striking visual appeal but also maximized the
functionality of each unit. The open-plan interiors allowed residents to enjoy the panoramic
ocean views while maintaining privacy and comfort.
This project is a perfect example of how our interior design studio successfully balances
creativity with functionality, ensuring that every element of the design enhances both the
aesthetic and the practical needs of the space.

Styling Tips for Oceanfront Interiors



If you’re looking to design your own oceanfront retreat, here are a few expert tips to help
inspire you:

Stick to Neutral Palettes: Light and airy shades like soft whites, creams, and pastels
help create a relaxed, coastal vibe while allowing the views to take center stage.
Add Natural Elements: Bring the outdoors inside by incorporating driftwood, seashells,
and other natural textures into your décor. This helps create a seamless connection
between the interior and the natural world outside.
Prioritize Comfort: Soft, plush seating, cozy textiles, and layered materials like woven
throws and cushions will add a sense of comfort to your oceanfront living space, ensuring
it feels like a true retreat.

Why Choose Us?

With years of experience and a passion for innovative, sustainable design, our interior design
company stands out for its ability to deliver bespoke interior solutions for oceanfront
properties. Here’s why our clients choose us:

Expertise in Custom Oceanfront Interiors: As a leading interior design studio in
Cape Town, we understand the unique challenges that coastal living presents, from
maximizing space to choosing the right materials. Our tailored designs ensure every
project is a perfect fit for its environment.
Commitment to Sustainability: We believe in creating spaces that respect the
environment. Our sustainable design practices not only reduce the carbon footprint but
also enhance the quality of life for our clients.
Proven Track Record: Our portfolio of successful projects speaks for itself. From
modern minimalist apartments to luxurious oceanfront homes, we’ve earned a reputation
for exceeding client expectations and delivering exceptional results.

If you’re ready to turn your vision into a reality, get in touch with our team today. Together, we
can design the oceanfront home of your dreams.
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