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Tesla at Ten

"How extraordinary was my life,
an incident may illustrate....

| was fascinated by a description of Niagara Falls | had perused
[as a 10-year-old child], and pictured in my imagination a big wheel run by the Falls.

| told my uncle that | would go to America and carry out the scheme.

30 years later | saw my ideas carried out at Niagara Falls and marvelled at the
unfathomable mystery of the mind."

-Tesla, 1919

In 1892, he proposed sending
photographs by telegraph and wireless:
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In 1898 he demonstrated a
Remote Controlled Boat,
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and proposed Al Robotics

SECTION Fivy
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one of Tesla's greatest Inventions |n
terms of sheer ingerniity, originalit
' ¥ and
complecity of design was .T Femote contral robotic hoat which he called the teisauto-
ton. This device, which Tesla unveiled to the world at the electrical show at dadison

squace Garden (New York Times, 5/3/1898, P.7) Aduring the height of the Spamish-
American War, comprised the following featires:

1. Wireless communication encompassing tuned

circuits and resonant receivers.
1 A seif-contained unit able to receive commands and respond do them,

Simply stated, the Tesla creation contained all of the essential principles to what
came 1o be known a few years later as the radio. Also, the device comprised the secret
senind the wireless transmission of electrical power of a very precise nature. Tesla
cxvents and not Mertzian waves would become the standard (requencies for both the
mdic and television industries. They were also generated by the oscillator that he had
mwented about seven years earlier,

Was this the work of genius? Either one of those inventions was worthy of immortal
sscognition in the history of invention because he was the first, some eight years anead
o the first wireless transmissions of music and at least a quarter of a century ahead of
%e advernt of remote controlled devices. Such creations as the wireless telephone,
$age door opener, the car radio, remote control and the transmission of pictures over

e xir waves all derive from this one creation.

[ChuckADV JpiCedar]
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