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What Is a Good Major for Someone Looking to Go

Into Corporate Law?

Corporate law is one of the most dynamic and prestigious fields in the legal world. It involves

advising businesses on their legal rights, obligations, and transactions — from mergers and

acquisitions to intellectual property and compliance. If you’re interested in this exciting career

path, choosing the right undergraduate major can make a big difference in your preparation

and success.

Here’s a detailed look at what makes a good major for aspiring corporate lawyers.

1. Law (LLB or Integrated Law Programs)

The most direct route to becoming a corporate lawyer is, of course, studying law itself. In

India, students often pursue:

BA LLB (Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws)

BBA LLB (Bachelor of Business Administration and Bachelor of Laws)

BCom LLB (Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor of Laws)

Among these, the BBA LLB and BCom LLB are particularly suited for corporate law because

they blend legal education with business and finance fundamentals — subjects that are highly

relevant to corporate practice.

Why this major works:

Provides a solid foundation in business and corporate law.
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Covers topics like contract law, corporate governance, and company law.

Prepares you for both the legal and business aspects of corporate work.

2. Business Administration or Management

If you’re planning to study law later (for example, through a postgraduate LLB after a

bachelor’s degree), then Business Administration is a strong choice for your undergraduate

major.

Why it’s a good fit:

It teaches essential business principles such as management, finance, and marketing.

It helps you understand how corporations operate — knowledge that’s crucial for

advising clients effectively.

A business background makes you more confident in corporate negotiations and

strategic decision-making.

3. Commerce or Finance

A Bachelor of Commerce (B.Com) or a degree in Finance or Accounting can also provide

an excellent foundation for corporate law. Corporate lawyers often deal with financial

documents, mergers, tax issues, and compliance regulations — all areas where financial

literacy is essential.

Why this major helps:

Builds strong analytical and numerical skills.

Familiarizes you with taxation, investment, and financial reporting.

Helps you understand the financial aspects of corporate transactions.

4. Economics

Economics is another highly relevant major for future corporate lawyers. Understanding

market behavior, international trade, and economic policies can be a huge advantage in

corporate law, especially for firms that handle mergers, competition law, or antitrust cases.

Why it’s a good choice:

Sharpens your analytical and problem-solving skills.

Gives you a deeper understanding of global markets and business operations.

Pairs well with corporate law’s focus on regulations and business impact.



5. Political Science or International Relations

While not directly related to business, Political Science can provide valuable insight into how

laws and regulations are formed and enforced. For those interested in international corporate

law, International Relations offers an understanding of global trade, treaties, and cross-

border policies.

Why it’s beneficial:

Strengthens understanding of legal systems and public policy.

Enhances critical thinking and argumentation skills.

Useful for those aiming to work in multinational corporations or global law firms.

6. Accounting or Taxation

If you want to specialize in corporate taxation, compliance, or mergers and acquisitions, a

background in accounting or taxation can give you a major edge. Corporate law often overlaps

with financial law and tax regulations.

Why it’s useful:

You’ll be comfortable working with financial statements and audits.

You’ll better understand the tax implications of corporate deals.

It’s a great base for dual expertise in law and finance.


