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Austria and Germany share a long history and cultural similarities. Located in Central Europe,
the two German-speaking countries have enjoyed periods of both union and division. While
they maintain separate identities, Austria and Germany experience many parallels. Politically,
both are federal parliamentary republics and represent high-income economies. Major cities
like Vienna and Munich are global centers for art, music, innovation and tourism.
Historically, the Holy Roman Empire dominated Central Europe for over 800 years with Vienna
and Berlin at different times serving as imperial capitals. The Austrian Empire also ruled
territories from modern day Italy to Poland before losing power after World War I. In 1938,
Germany annexed Austria in the Anschluss, uniting the two under Nazi rule until 1945. Since
then, Austria has remained neutral while Germany was divided during the Cold War before
reunification in 1990.
Culturally, the legacy of classical composers like Mozart, Beethoven and Strauss lives on
strongly in both nations 🎼. Traditional architecture with Gothic spires and Baroque designs
decorate Old Town quarters. Cuisine shares dishes such as wiener schnitzel, sausages and
pastries🍰. A passion for soccer unites citizens and the alpine landscapes inspire art and
recreation 🗻. Germany took the lead industrially yet Austria dominates in skiing at the Winter
Olympics. German influence also led Austria to adopt the euro currency in 2002 while
Germany remains the EU's largest economy.
Overall, the tight bond between Austria and Germany emerges from their shared Saxon
heritage. Both make invaluable contributions to European stability and progress. While
retaining their distinct personalities, Austrians and Germans celebrate their long relationship
and look forward to further cooperation 欄 on the international stage. Their prosperous
partnership exemplifies how history need not divide those with much in  -
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