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Yankees Prospects: Week 27 minor league review

A memorable minor league season came to a close.

A successful minor league season came to a close in bittersweet fashion, with Somerset and

Hudson Valley both losing playoff series.

Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders

Record: Finished the season at 73-75 after splitting six games with the Syracuse Mets

The RailRiders were the last Yankees affiliate to play a game this season when they defeated

Syracuse 7-3 on Sunday. They finished their schedule with back-to-back wins in crisp,

overcast weather, and each featured what had become the main attraction for followers of

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre down the stretch. With the playoffs out of reach and several top

prospects sent to the big leagues, starting pitchers Will Warren and Clayton Beeter took center

stage, and they were joined by fellow starters Edgar Barclay, Mitch Spence, and a rehabbing

Frankie Montas. Barclay and Spence threw quality starts on Thursday and Friday against the

Mets, with Barclay striking out 8 in his 5.1 innings of work and Spence reaching a system-

leading 163 innings pitched. After Montas threw two scoreless frames on Saturday, Warren

followed with five innings of one-run ball and seven strikeouts. Beeter then matched Warren’s

numbers on Sunday, only he shut the Mets out in his turn.
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This quintet is an interesting follow in the offseason. Beeter, Barclay, and Spence are Rule 5

eligible, and only Beeter is a lock to be protected. Barclay has put himself in the conversation,

and a team can do worse than to have Spence as depth. Warren does not need to be stashed

on the roster, but he may be ready to compete for a big league spot in the spring, and though

Montas has been a huge disappointment since coming over in a 2022 trade, could the

Yankees keep him on a lower-dollar, one-year deal and see what he can do when he’s

healthy?

 

Record: Finished the season 84-53, but were knocked out of the playoffs after losing the

Eastern League Division Series 2-0 to the Binghamton Rumble Ponies (Mets)

After a season of dominating the Eastern League on both sides of the ball, the Patriots

couldn’t get anything going against Binghamton. The Rumble Ponies now are a much more

talented team than the one Somerset played earlier in the season, since they were fortified by

prospects acquired in trade deadline deals as well as promotions from within the Mets’ system,

and in a three-game series you can find yourself on the wrong side of things very quickly. The

Patriots managed to hit the ball hard in game one and come away with not much to show for it,

thanks to some sparkling Binghamton defense and bad luck, while the Rumble Ponies cashed

in their opportunities with big hits. Somerset was stymied in game two, despite Richard Fitts’

strong start, and just like that the season was over.

Wins are nice, and the players would probably tell you they’d love to end the season with a

championship, but the organization has to feel great about what took place in Somerset this

year. As Matt Kardos wrote in his excellent season recap, “Manager Raul Dominguez and his

staff rostered 67 different players, many of which had career years and have even gone on to

the big leagues already. Chalk this season up as a massive success for player development.”

Take a look at the current list of the Yankees’ top 30 prospects on MLB.com, and you’ll see

that 19 of them spent time in Somerset this season, and four of them finished the season on

the major league roster. Also consider the fact that the Patriots led the Eastern League in

home runs (by 26), runs batted in, on-base percentage, slugging percentage, and steals, plus

they led in pitching ERA and strikeouts, and there is some praise due for what was

accomplished in Somerset in 2023.  SEE MORE
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