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What is the Difference between Digital and Electronic
Signature?

In an era where the digital realm intertwines with everyday tasks, the concepts of digital
signature and electronic signature often surface in discussions about secure transactions and
document authentication. Although these terms are occasionally used synonymously, they
refer to different processes for authorizing and certifying digital documents. We'll examine the
subtle differences between electronic and digital signatures in this blog.
 

Defining Digital Signature:

1. Mathematical Encryption:

Digital signature employs cryptographic algorithms to create a unique fingerprint for each
document.
A public key is used to validate the signature, while a private key is used to sign the
document.
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2. Authentication and Integrity:

A digital signature not only validates the signer's identity but also ensures the document's
integrity. The signature becomes void if it is changed after it has been signed.

3. Binding to the Document:

The digital signature is intricately bound to the document, making it inseparable and
providing a robust layer of security.

 

Understanding Electronic Signature:

1. Broad Concept:

Electronic signature encompasses a broader category of methods used to sign digital
documents.
This can be as simple as typing your name, sending in a scanned copy of your
handwritten signature, or even just clicking the "I Accept" button.

2. Diverse Implementation:

Unlike digital signature, eSignature doesn’t always involve cryptographic techniques.
They can range from basic to highly secure methods.

3. Legal Recognition:

Electronic signature is widely recognized legally in many jurisdictions, but the level of
acceptance may vary. Some regions may have specific requirements for validation.

Key Differences:

 

1. Security Mechanisms:

Cryptographic methods provide a higher level of security for digital signature, making
them more resistant to falsification.

2. Document Integrity:

The digital signature platform guarantees the document's integrity, making them ideal for
situations where tampering risks are high.
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3. Legal Framework:

While both types are accepted legally, digital signature often has a more universally
recognized legal standing due to their advanced security measures.

Choosing the Right Option:

 
Selecting between digital and electronic signature depends on the specific requirements of the
task at hand. For highly sensitive documents or transactions demanding stringent security, the
digital signature may be the preferred choice. Electronic signature, on the other hand, are
more useful and convenient in less urgent situations.
 
In conclusion, understanding the distinctions between digital and eSignature is crucial for
making informed choices in an increasingly digitized world. Whether it's safeguarding
confidential contracts or streamlining everyday transactions, the choice between these two
methods ultimately boils down to the desired level of security and legal recognition.
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