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20+ Japanese Names That Mean Death: A Unique or
Unconventional Name —

Many Japanese names have meanings relating to death or darkness. In Japanese culture,
discussing or writing out someone's full name after they have passed is considered taboo.
Here are a few common Japanese names relating to death:

Shiho - 3tF# - "dead plant/foliage". Shi means "death" and ho means "foliage". A somewhat
poetic but melancholy name.

Shiomi - ¥ &, - "tide viewing". Shi means "death" and omi means "view". Represents viewing
the incoming tide, a metaphor for the inevitability of death.

Kiemi - fiilyL - "mulberry tree by the river". Ki means "tree" and kawa means "river".
Traditionally trees and rivers represented the border between life and the afterlife in Japanese
folklore.

Shizuku - b¥f - "drizzling rain". Shi means "death" and zuku means "drizzle". A subtle
reference pointing to tears of rain grieving for the deceased.

Kuro - & - "black". A simple but direct nod to the color associated with darkness, gloom, and
death in Japanese culture. Kuro has been used as a name, nickname or pseudonym by poets
writing about mortality.

Another name related to death is Yukie, with yuku meaning "to pass away" and ie meaning
"home" or "residence", symbolizing leaving one's earthly home. Many names containing shi,
kui, or yu touch upon death in a more metaphorical sense through references to night,
shadows [, or the seasons fading away. Considering how importantancestors are in Japanese
culture, names linked to mortality serve as reminders of life's impermanence and our
connections to those who came before. While an unusual choice in the West, names relating
to death in Japan represent a profound cultural and spiritual perspective on the cycle of life. -
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