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The Bell Jar by Sylvia Bell Jar chronicles the crack-up of Esther Greenwood: brilliant, beautiful,
enormously talented, and successful, but slowly going under—maybe for the last time. Sylvia
Plath masterfully draws the reader into Esther's breakdown with such intensity that Esther's
insanity becomes completely real and even rational, as probable and accessible an . Jul 31, ·
p. ; 23 cm Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index Introduction -- Biographical
sketch -- The story behind the story -- List of characters -- Summary and analysis -- Howard
Moss on illness and disclosure in the novel -- Vance Bourjaily on pseudonyms and alternate
identities -- Robert Scholes on Plath's use of realism -- Linda W. Wagner on the female
coming-of-age novel. Aug 2, · The Bell Jar chronicles the crack-up of Esther Greenwood:
brilliant, beautiful, enormously talented, and successful, but slowly going under -- maybe for
the last time. Sylvia Plath masterfully draws the reader into Esther's breakdown with such
intensity that Esther's insanity becomes completely real and even rational, as probable and
accessible. The Bell Jar is the only novel written by the American writer and poet Sylvia Plath.
Originally published under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas in , the novel is supposedly semi-
autobiographical with the names of places and people changed.


