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Quilling: The Art of Paper Filigree Jewelry
Quilling, also known as paper filigree, is a captivating art form that transforms simple
strips of paper into intricate decorative designs. This versatile technique involves
rolling, shaping, and gluing paper strips to create a variety of artistic pieces, including
jewelry, greeting cards, and decorative items like boxes and ornaments.
Historical Roots
The origins of quilling date back to the Renaissance, when nuns and monks in France
and Italy utilized quilled designs to embellish book covers and religious artifacts. They
often repurposed gilded paper strips, trimmed from the edges of books, rolling them to
produce delicate shapes. Over the centuries, quilling jewelry has evolved, adopting
new styles and materials, yet retaining its charm and accessibility.
Types of Quilling Paper
Today, quilling paper is available in an im
pressive array of over 250 colors and various dimensions. Artists can choose from
solid-colored, graduated, and two-tone quilling paper, as well as acid-free options for
longevity. Common widths include 1/8 inch, ¼ inch, and 3/8 inch, offering artists
flexibility in their crafting.
Creating Quill Jewelry

Quilling lends itself beautifully to jewelry
making. Quilled pieces can range from
pendants to earrings, often combining
paper with beads and leather for added
texture. The lightweight nature of quilled
jewelry makes it comfortable to wear, while
the intricate designs capture attention.

Artists typically sort and group quilling strips by color and size to achieve harmonious
results.
Crafting Techniques
To create stunning quilled jewelry, consider the following techniques:
- Ensure hands are dry to avoid unwanted moisture.
- Use high-quality glue for better adhesion.
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- Roll paper strips loosely to form larger circles, allowing them to expand freely.
- For a polished finish, apply a thin layer of varnish, ensuring the surface is clean
beforehand to remove any dirt.
Quilling continues to flourish as a craft, celebrating creativity and tradition through its
delicate, artistic expressions. Whether used in cards, decorations, or jewelry, this
ancient art form remains a vibrant testament to the beauty of paper manipulation.


