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20+ Japanese Names That Mean Death: A Unique or
Unconventional Name —

In Japanese culture, names related to death are not generally used due to their dark or
ominous connotations. However, there are some names that originated from words or phrases
tied to death or the afterlife. Here are a few examples:

Aka means red in Japanese, and Aka can refer to the red color of blood or the flushed
complexion of a dead body. Akane is a feminine name related to the color red or scarlet.
Similarly, the name Benkei, originally belonging to a famous monk warrior called Musashibo
Benkei, contains the character for funeral, "bo".

Shi, pronounced the same as the word for death, is a common character used in names. Girls'
names like Shimako or Shizuka and boys' names like Shirou contain this character. However,
they have additional positive meanings like wise child, quiet/calm, or white which take
precedence over any death association. Another name using the character for death is Shiro,
which translates directly to "death son".

Names involving ghosts or spirits could also connect to death. Yirei means ghost in
Japanese, and YUKki is a feminine name that contains the ghost kanji. Names associated with
the afterlife include names like Reikd meaning "soul child" or Yorishiro meaning "the medium
between this world and the next". While not wishful thinking names by today's standards, their
origins lie in Shinto and Buddhist spiritual beliefs.

Some plant names relate to death as well. For example, the flower yuzuriha, meaning wisteria,
contains the character for end or ceasing. Wisteria was viewed as a symbol of an ephemeral
life in Japanese poetry. Names like Tsubaki meaning camellia or Momiji meaning maple also
reference flowers seen as emblems of falling petals and transient beauty.

Overall, while Japanese has ties between some names and death, direct references are rarely
used in modern times due to unhappy implications. Interpretations and ad -
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