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What Makes a Funeral ‘Green’?
In today's environmentally conscious world, many people are looking for ways to reduce their
ecological footprint, even in death. Golden Memories Funeral is proud to offer eco-friendly
funeral home services, catering to those who wish to have a ‘green’ funeral. But what exactly
makes a funeral green? This blog will explore the various elements that contribute to an
environmentally friendly farewell.

Understanding Green Funerals

A green funeral aims to minimize the environmental impact of traditional funeral practices. This
involves making eco-conscious choices in every aspect of the process, from the type of casket
used to the method of body preparation and burial.

Eco-Friendly Caskets

Traditional caskets are often made from hardwoods and metal, which can be harmful to the
environment. Green funerals, however, use caskets made from sustainable materials such as:
· Bamboo: Bamboo caskets are strong, biodegradable, and made from a rapidly renewable
resource.
· Wicker: Wicker caskets are handcrafted from natural fibers and are fully biodegradable.
· Cardboard: Cardboard caskets are lightweight, eco-friendly, and often used for cremation.

Natural Burial

Natural burial is a cornerstone of green funerals. This method involves burying the body in a
way that allows it to decompose naturally, without the use of embalming chemicals or non-
biodegradable materials.
· No Embalming: Avoiding embalming prevents the release of harmful chemicals into the soil.
· Biodegradable Shrouds: Bodies can be wrapped in biodegradable shrouds instead of
placed in traditional caskets.
· Natural Burial Grounds: These are designated areas where bodies can be buried in a
natural state, often marked with simple stones or plants rather than elaborate headstones.

Green Cremation
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While traditional cremation has a lower environmental impact than burial, it still releases
carbon dioxide and other pollutants. Green cremation, also known as resomation or alkaline
hydrolysis, offers a more eco-friendly alternative.
· Alkaline Hydrolysis: This process uses water and potassium hydroxide to break down the
body, resulting in fewer emissions and less energy use.
· Lower Emissions: Green cremation significantly reduces the release of harmful gases
compared to traditional methods.

Sustainable Memorials

Green funerals also focus on sustainable memorial practices. This includes:
· Living Memorials: Planting a tree or creating a garden in memory of the deceased.
· Recycled Materials: Using recycled or eco-friendly materials for memorial plaques or
markers.
· Digital Memorials: Creating online memorials to reduce the need for physical materials.

Eco-Friendly Transportation

Transportation can also be made more environmentally friendly by using hybrid or electric
hearses and encouraging carpooling or public transportation for guests.

Benefits of Green Funerals

Choosing a green funeral not only benefits the environment but also offers several personal
and societal advantages:
· Lower Costs: Eco-friendly funerals often cost less than traditional funerals due to the use of
simpler materials and practices.
· Personal Connection: Many people find comfort in knowing that their final act is one of
environmental stewardship.
· Positive Impact: Green funerals reduce the carbon footprint and contribute to the
preservation of natural resources.

Golden Memories Funeral: Your Partner in Green Funerals

At Golden Memories Funeral, we understand the importance of honoring your loved one’s
memory while respecting the environment. Our funeral arranger are dedicated to providing
green funeral home services tailored to your needs and values.

Contact Us
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If you're interested in learning more about green funerals, please contact us. Our experienced
team is here to guide you through the process and help you make eco-friendly choices.


