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How to Choose the Best Degree for Your Goals:
Master of Divinity vs. Master of Theological Studies

Unsure about the difference between Master of Divinity and Master of Theological Studies?
Learn about the key differences and how to choose the best degree for your career goals in
this latest article. 
 
Choosing the best degree for your goals can be a daunting task, especially when it comes to
Master of Divinity and Master of Theological Studies programs. Both degrees offer a deep dive
into the study of theology and religion, but there are key differences that may make one
program a better fit for your specific goals and career aspirations. 
 
The Master of Divinity and Master of Theological Studies programs are both graduate-level
degrees that can be completed in two to three years, depending on the institution. Both
degrees also require a bachelor's degree for admission. However, the online master of divinity
programs are typically considered professional degrees. On the other hand, an online Catholic
theology master’s is considered an academic degree. 
 
Master’s of Divinity: A Professional Degree  
A divinity degree online is geared towards students who are planning to enter the ministry or
work in a religious organization. The program typically includes courses in pastoral care,
homiletics, and theology, as well as a supervised ministry experience. Graduates of the MDiv
program are well-prepared for careers as pastors, chaplains, and other religious leaders. 
 
Master’s of Theological Studies: An Academic Degree  
An online Catholic theology degree, on the other hand, is geared toward students who are
interested in the academic study of theology and religion. The program typically includes
courses in biblical studies, church history, and theology, as well as an opportunity for
independent research. Graduates of this program are well-prepared for careers in academia,
as well as other roles in religious organizations and non-profits. 
 
Choosing the Right Degree  
When deciding between the Master of Divinity and Master of Theological Studies programs, it
is important to consider your specific career goals.  
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If you are looking to enter the ministry or work in a religious organization, a master of divinity
degree online is likely to be a better fit for you. However, if you are interested in the academic
study of theology and religion then a master of theology studies may be the better choice. 
 
It's also important to research the specific curriculum and requirements of the programs you're
considering, as well as the opportunities for internships, practicums, or other hands-on
experience that each program offers. It is also important to consider the location, cost, and
reputation of the institutions offering the programs. 
 
Both the Master of Divinity and Catholic Theology Master’s programs offer valuable education
and professional opportunities, but they cater to different career aspirations. By considering
your specific goals, researching the curriculum and opportunities of each program, and looking
at factors such as location, cost, and reputation of institutions, you can make an informed
decision on which degree is the best fit for you. 
 
St Bernard is a leading theology and ministry school that offers online and on-campus Master
of Divinity and Master of Theological Studies programs. The school has renowned faculty and
the right resources and support to help students excel in their chosen fields.  
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