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Sweet Dreams: Best Bedtime Routine Tips for Kids
We get it; sticking to a concrete bedtime is tough. Modern life makes everyday different from

the last, and with all your other worries, sleep schedules take a backseat. However, for school-
aged children, establishing a healthy bedtime routine is crucial for their overall well-being and
academic success. Let's delve into why sleep matters and how to establish effective bedtime

routines for school-aged children.

Why Sleep Matters:
Sleep isn't just about rest. It plays an important role in physical, emotional, and cognitive

development, especially in children. Let's break down why sleep is so essential:
Cognitive Function:

Is she disinterested in class, or just tired? Attention, memory, problem-solving, and creativity;
these are all contributed to cognitive function in our brains. Children who lack sufficient sleep

may struggle to concentrate in school, leading to academic difficulties.
Physical Health:

To help children maintain a healthy weight, support immune function, and prevent chronic
diseases later in life, there's no better medicine than sleep. Growth hormones are primarily
released during sleep, promoting proper development. That's right; we grow in our sleep.

Emotional Well-being:
We've all seen our share of cranky faces and crocodile tears when someone gets up on the
wrong sided of the bed, which can lead to a whole day of tantrums and negative behavior.

Quality sleep is closely linked to emotional regulation and mental health. Children who
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regularly get enough sleep are better equipped to manage stress, regulate their emotions, and
maintain positive relationships with peers and adults.

Sleep literally can solve most problems with development and creating healthy habits that will
last a lifetime. So, let's work on those bedtime routines:

Set a Consistent Bedtime:
Choose a bedtime that allows for the recommended amount of sleep for your child's age

group. Seems simple enough, but this can often be the hardest one to commit to. Consistency
is key, as it helps regulate their internal body clock and promotes better sleep-wake cycles.

Create a Relaxing Environment:
Encourage relaxation before bedtime by dimming lights, limiting screen time, and engaging in
calming activities such as reading or gentle stretching. Ensure the bedroom has comfortable

bedding and a cool, quiet atmosphere. The fewer distractions, the better.
Establish a Pre-Bedtime Routine:

Develop a series of calming activities leading up to bedtime, such as taking a warm bath,
brushing teeth, and reading a bedtime story. Maybe even make a game out of it. Consistently

following these steps signals to the child that it's time to wind down and prepare for sleep.



Limit Stimulants:
There's no way she's going to bed after munching on sweets and turning on Encanto. Avoid

stimulating activities or foods close to bedtime, such as vigorous exercise and sugary snacks.
Instead, opt for light, nutritious snacks and gentle activities that promote relaxation.

Create a Morning Routine:
Keep those healthy habits going in the a.m. with a morning affirmation, stretches, bed-making,
teeth-brushing, and picking out clothes for the day. This encourages upbeat and positive
attitudes when rising which can set the tone for the rest of the day and makes getting ready for
work and school easier.

Be Patient and Consistent:
Like most lessons involving kids, it doesn't stick overnight. It may take time for children to

adjust to a new bedtime routine, so be patient and consistent in your approach. Offer praise
and positive reinforcement for following the routine, and address any challenges or setbacks

with empathy and understanding.
 
By prioritizing sleep and implementing consistent bedtime schedules, parents can support their
child's physical, emotional, and cognitive well-being. Remember, the benefits of a good night's

sleep extend far beyond the immediate restfulness—it lays the foundation for a lifetime of
health and success. Sweet Dreams.

Like the pajamas you saw in today's blog? Check our our Mommy & Me Pajamas with the
cutest matching designs that make falling asleep and waking up comfy and cute.
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