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Joseph Smith Wives: Timeline of Joseph Smith Wives

Joseph Smith, the early leader of the Latter-day Saint movement, had a

complex marital history that included multiple wives. Understanding the

timeline of the Joseph Smith wives is crucial in comprehending the

historical context and complexities of his life.
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Joseph Smith, the early leader of the Latter-day Saint movement, had a complex marital

history that included multiple wives. Understanding the timeline of the Joseph Smith wives is

crucial in comprehending the historical context and complexities of his life. This article presents

an informative timeline of the women who were married to Joseph Smith, shedding light on this

significant aspect of his personal and religious journey.
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The Introduction of Plural Marriage:

Joseph Smith introduced the practice of plural marriage, also known as polygamy, within the

framework of his religious beliefs. The revelation on plural marriage found in Doctrine and

Covenants 132 provided the theological basis for the practice. It stated that the highest

blessings of exaltation were reserved for those who entered into the "new and everlasting

covenant of marriage." (D&C 132:2) Plural marriage allowed for more individuals to receive

these promised blessings.

Timeline of Joseph Smith's Wives:

1. Emma Hale Smith (1827) - Joseph's first wife and a devoted companion throughout his

life.

2. Fanny Alger (1833) - One of Joseph Smith's earliest plural wives.

3. Louisa Beaman (1841) - Among the early women who entered into a plural marriage with

Joseph Smith.

4. Zina Huntington Jacobs (1841) - Initially married to Joseph Smith and later became a

plural wife of Brigham Young.

5. Presendia Huntington Buell (1841) - Entered into a plural marriage with Joseph Smith.

6. Agnes Coolbrith (1842) - A poet and writer, she was a member of the Relief Society and

married to Joseph Smith.

7. Sylvia Sessions Lyon (1842) - A midwife and nurse, she cared for the sick during the

Mormon exodus from Nauvoo.

8. Mary Rollins Lightner (1842) - A loyal follower of the LDS Church and a plural wife of

Joseph Smith.

9. Patty Bartlett Sessions (1842) - Married to Joseph Smith and played a role in the early

days of the LDS Church.

10. Marinda Johnson Hyde (1842) - Sister of Brigham Young's wife, Mary Ann, and later

married Heber C. Kimball.

11. Elizabeth Davis Durfee (1842) - Married to Joseph Smith and an active member of the

LDS Church.

12. Sarah Kingsley Cleveland (1842) - Entered into a plural marriage with Joseph Smith.

13. Delcena Johnson (1842) - Became a plural wife of Joseph Smith.

14. Eliza R. Snow (1842) - A renowned poet and influential woman in the early LDS Church.

15. Sarah Ann Whitney (1842) - Married to Joseph Smith and a participant in the early years

of the LDS Church.

16. Martha McBride Knight (1843) - Married to Joseph Smith at a young age.

17. Ruth Vose Sayers (1843) - Entered into a plural marriage with Joseph Smith.

18. Flora Ann Woodworth (1843) - Became a plural wife of Joseph Smith.
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19. Emily Dow Partridge (1843) - Married Joseph Smith and remained a loyal follower of the

LDS Church.

20. Eliza Maria Partridge (1843) - Entered into a plural marriage with Joseph Smith.

21. Almera Johnson (1843) - A plural wife of Joseph Smith.

22. Lucy Walker (1843) - Active in the Relief Society and a prominent figure in the early

Mormon Church.

23. Sarah Lawrence (1843) - Married to Joseph Smith and a participant in the early LDS

Church.

24. Maria Lawrence (1843) - Became a plural wife of Joseph Smith.

25. Helen Mar Kimball (1843) - Smith's youngest wife, married at the age of 14.

26. Hannah Ells (1843) - Entered into a plural marriage with Joseph Smith.

27. Elvira Cowles Holmes (1843) - Married to Joseph Smith and played a role in the early

LDS Church.

28. Rhoda Richards (1843) - A plural wife of Joseph Smith.

29. Desdemona Fullmer (1843) - Married to Joseph Smith at a young age.

30. Olive Frost (1843) - Became a plural wife of Joseph Smith.

31. Melissa Lott (1843) - A participant in the early LDS Church and a plural wife of Joseph

Smith.

32. Nancy Winchester (1843) - Entered into a plural marriage with Joseph Smith.

33. Fanny Young (1843) - A plural wife of Joseph Smith.

 

Controversies and Criticisms:

Joseph Smith's practice of plural marriage has been a subject of controversy and criticism both

within and outside the LDS Church. The complexities and varying accounts surrounding these

marriages have led to diverse perspectives and interpretations. It is important to consider

these viewpoints and engage in further research to gain a comprehensive understanding of the

Joseph Smith wives.

 

Conclusion:

The timeline of Joseph Smith's wives provides valuable insights into the complexities of his

marital journey. Understanding the historical context and significance of his plural marriages is

essential in comprehending the early history of the LDS Church. Exploring these relationships

and the experiences of the women involved contributes to a more comprehensive

understanding of the Joseph Smith wives and the religious movement he founded.
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