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What Happens After a DUI Arrest in Pensacola?

Summary:

The police will take you to the station for processing.

You will be asked to submit to a breath or blood test to determine your blood alcohol

content (BAC).

You will be booked and possibly held in jail until your bond hearing.

You will have to attend a hearing to determine the status of your driver's license.
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You will need to hire a DUI attorney to represent you and protect your rights.

 

If you have been arrested for DUI in Pensacola, you may wonder what will happen next. Being

arrested for DUI can be a frightening and overwhelming experience, but it is important to

understand the legal process that will follow. In this article, we will explore what happens after

a DUI arrest in Pensacola.

 

Processing at the Police Station

After a DUI arrest, the police will take you to the station for processing. This may involve taking

your fingerprints and photograph and asking you to submit to a breath or blood test to

determine your blood alcohol content (BAC). It is essential to understand your rights during

this process and to contact an attorney as soon as possible.

 

Booking and Jail Time

Once you have been processed, you will be booked and possibly held in jail until your bond

hearing. The length of time you spend in prison will depend on the circumstances of your case,

including any prior convictions or the severity of the offense. Your attorney can work to secure

your release on bond and help you understand the conditions of your freedom.

 

Driver's License Hearing

One of the most immediate concerns after a DUI arrest is the status of your driver's license. In

Florida, you have ten days from the date of your arrest to request a hearing to contest the

automatic suspension of your driver's license. Your attorney can represent you at this hearing

and work to protect your driving privileges.

 

Hiring a DUI Attorney
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Perhaps the most important step after a DUI arrest is to hire a DUI attorney to represent you

and protect your rights. An experienced DUI attorney can provide valuable guidance

throughout the legal process, including handling court appearances, negotiating plea deals,

and representing you at trial if necessary. Choosing an attorney with experience handling DUI

cases in Pensacola and whom you feel comfortable working with is important.

 

Potential Penalties

Finally, it is crucial to understand the potential penalties for a DUI conviction in Pensacola.

These may include fines, license suspension, community service, mandatory alcohol

education classes, and even jail time. The specific penalties will depend on the circumstances

of your case, including any prior convictions or aggravating factors.

 

Conclusion

Being arrested for DUI can be a stressful and overwhelming experience, but it is essential to

understand the legal process that will follow. If you have been arrested for DUI in Pensacola,

contact an experienced DUI attorney as soon as possible to protect your rights and achieve

the best possible outcome for your case.

 

Q&A FAQ:

Q: Can I refuse a breath or blood test after a DUI arrest in Pensacola? A: While you have the

right to refuse a breath or blood test after a DUI arrest, there may be consequences for doing

so. In Florida, refusing a breath or blood test can result in automatic license suspension and

be used against you in court. It is important to discuss your options with an attorney.

 

Q: What should I do if I cannot afford a DUI attorney after my arrest in Pensacola? A: If you

cannot afford a DUI attorney after your arrest in Pensacola, you may be eligible for a public

defender. The state provides public defenders and can represent you at no cost. However,

keep in mind that public defenders often have heavy caseloads and may need to be able to

provide the same level of personalized attention as a private attorney.

 



Q: Will I have to go to trial after a DUI arrest in Pensacola? A: Not necessarily. While some

DUI cases may go to trial, many are resolved through plea bargains or other agreements

between the defendant and the prosecution. Your attorney can advise you on the best course

of action for your case.

 

Q: Can I still drive after a DUI arrest in Pensacola? A: Your driving privileges may be

suspended after a DUI arrest in Pensacola. However, depending on the circumstances of your

case, you may be able to apply for a hardship license or other restricted driving privileges.

Your attorney can help you understand your options and work to protect your driving

privileges.


