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sogdians-have-lived-in-c/10155559409717133/

https://iwww.worddisk.com/wiki/lranians_in_China/

Sogdians

! { Sogdians, depicted on a Chinese Northern Qi stele, circa 567/573

! Sogdians on the Tomb of Wirkak, 580 CE.[28]

TANG DYNASTY

Sogdians in China used 9 Chinese surnames after the Chinese name of the states they
came from.[571[58](59][60][61][62][63][64]

[excessive citations]
Xizhou had a Han and Sogdian population.[6—5] A record from the Astana Cemetery dating to
639 preserves the transaction where a Sogdian slave girl was being sold in Xizhou. The
Han Zhang family also owned Chunxiang, a Turk slave woman in Xizhou. He Deli, a
Sogdian who knew how to speak Turkic and Chinese and translated.©8/[67][68][69][70][71][72]
—————— [excessive cirations] 120 coins of silver were paid for the slave girl 2% from
Samarkand./8 The contract was written in Sogdian.[&] Translated by Yoshida Yutaka. 8]
[841(85] The slave girl was from the Chuyakk family and born in Central Asia. Upach was her
name and the buyer's name was written as Yansyan in Sogdian from the Chan family. The
seller of the slave was from Samarqgand called Wakhushuvirt and his father was Tudhakk
The contract said they could they anything they wanted to Upach, give her away, sell her,
abuse her, beat her and she belonged to Yansyan's family forever.[86] Zhang Yanxiang 5R%E

18, whose name is found in Chinese language documents in Turfan, is believed to be Chan
Yansyan. [87][88][89]190][91][92][93][94][95][96][97]

[excessive citations] Kuchean girls were sold as
slaves in the Jin and Wei dynasties. On the Silk Road, slave girls was a major item and
much more expensive than silk. Silk was up to five times less than the value of a slave girl.
[vague] Central Asian slave girls were exported from Central Asia Iranian areas to China. It is
believed that the wealthy merchants and aristocratic noblemen of the Chinese capital of
Chang'an were the consumers for the huge number of Central Asian slave women brought
by the Sogdians to China to sell to the Chinese. The Central Asian foreign women in the
Sogdian owned wineshops in the Chinese capital are also believed to have been slaves
since Chinese poets depicted then as homesick, sad and melancholy and they would
service travelers by keeping them company overnight. Merchants and literati would frequent
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the Wineshops.[%] The Sogdians reaped massive profits from selling slave girls and so did
the Chinese government by taxing the sale of the slaves. Slave girls were one of the major
products Chinese bought from Sogdians. Persian poets often wrote about wine and women
since the wineservers were often girls and this wine culture with girl servers seems to have
spread to China. There were many Sogdian wineshops and Persian shops in Chang'an
along with a large slave market. The wineshops were staffed with young girls who served
wine to customers and danced for them. Most of the slave girls were 14 or 15 years old.
They provided services like sex, dancing, singing, and served wine to their customers in
Chang'an as ordered their masters who ran the wineshops. A Sogdian merchant, Kang
Weiyi had Indian, Central Asian, and Bactrians among the 15 slave girls he was bringing to
sell in the Chinese capital of Chang'an.[22J[L00][101][102][103][104][105][106][107][108][109][110][80]

M[excess/ve citations] Khotan and Kucha both sold women for sexual services.[112][113]
Shi Randian was a Xizhou Sogdian merchant who had a Chinese military title. 11411115] He
went to Guazhou to trade from Kucha.2l He went to Shazhou and Yizhou.118! A local

acted as Shi Randian's guarantor.[ll—7]

Sogdian figures on the "Tomb

of An Jia", Xi'an, China. Dated 579 CE. Shaanxi History Museum. 1]
In 731 a Han Chinese called Tang Rong E#8 from the capital district bought an 11 year old
slave girl Shimaner %5 from Mi Lushan Ki&LL, a Sogdian recorded in a contract written

in Chinese.[15I[119] There was a translator in Xizhou, Di Nanipan who had a Sogdian name
but a non-Sogdian surname. Either he was not a Sogdian and was given the name because
Sogdian language was prevalent or only his mother was Sogdian was his father was Han.
The Goguryeo general Gao Juren ordered a mass slaughter of West Asians (Hu) identifying
them through their big noses and lances were used to impale tossed children when he
stormed Beijing from An Lushan's rebels.!120]

Sogdians opened shops which sold wine and had dance performances by Sogdian women

called #AE;EEE. The poet Li Bai in his poem Shao Nian Xing wrote about a young man who
[121][122]

entered one of these Huiji Jiusi shops.
Lady Caoyena &ZFHB was a concubine of the Chinese Emperor Xuanzong of Tang and
gave birth to the Princess of Shou'an Li Chongniang Z=£248. The historian Ge Chengji
identified Caoyena as a Sogdian from the Principality of Ushrusana EF (FBE1.1%) as
indicated by the surname Cao which was adopted by Sogdians from Ushrusana who came

to China since China called Ushrusana "Cao kingdom" and while Yena is a foreign name to
[123]

Chinese, it is a unisex Sogdian name which means "most favorite person" in Sogdian.
[124] gpe may have been one of the Sogdian Hu women “88 AZZF" or Sogdian whirling
dancing girls “BAAEZ” who were given as tribute by Sogdians to China. Names like Cao
Yena and Cao Yanna were used by Sogdians which appears on historical texts from Turfan.
Chinese frequently bought Hu (Sogdian) slave girls in the Gaochang (Turfan) markets. 12!
[126][127][128][129][130] yena means favorite one in Sogdian.[1311132]

Acrobats and dancers


https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-98
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-99
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-100
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-101
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-102
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-103
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-104
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-105
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-106
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-107
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-108
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-109
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-110
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-%25E4%25BB%258E%25E5%2587%25BA%25E5%259C%259F%25E6%2596%2587%25E7%2589%25A9%25E7%259C%258B%25E5%2594%2590%25E4%25BB%25A3%25E7%259A%2584%25E8%2583%25A1%25E4%25BA%25BA%25E5%25A5%25B3%25E6%2580%25A7%25E5%25BD%25A2%25E8%25B1%25A11-80
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-111
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources%2523Bundling_citations
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-112
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-113
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-114
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-jstor.org-115
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-Brill-82
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-116
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-117
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/File:Sogdian_figures_on_the_Tomb_of_An_Jia_579_CE.jpg
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/File:Sogdian_figures_on_the_Tomb_of_An_Jia_579_CE.jpg
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Xi%25E2%2580%2599an
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Shaanxi_History_Museum
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-118
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-jstor.org-115
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-119
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Goguryeo
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/An_Lushan
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-120
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Sogdians
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Li_Bai
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-121
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-122
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Emperor_Xuanzong_of_Tang
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25E6%259D%258E%25E8%259F%25B2%25E5%25A8%2598
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://www.worddisk.com/wiki/Principality_of_Ushrusana
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/o/ZlrHo/https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25E6%259B%25B9%25E5%259C%258B%2520%28%25E6%2598%25AD%25E6%25AD%25A6%25E4%25B9%259D%25E5%25A7%2593%29
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-123
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-124
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-125
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-126
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-127
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-128
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-129
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-130
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-131
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://archive.is/ZlrHo%23cite_note-132

Sogdian Huteng dancer, Xiuding_temple

pagoda, Anyang, Hunan, China, Tang_dynasty, 7th century. Pilgrim

flask with Central Asian dancers, China, 6th century CE. Metropolitan Museum of Art

Li Bai wrote a poem about a boy riding a white horse "gently walking in the spring breeze.
Where can he be going, after having trodden upon so many fallen flowers? Behold! How he
smiles as he enters a tavern attended by a Persian girl!" The dancing girls jumped and
whirled with silk gauze clothing. Western caucasian girls ran these wine stores as Li Bai
wrote: "... how he smiles as he enters a bar tended by a Persian girl." These blue eyed girls

were frequented by playboys in Chang'an.m The northeastern Iranian Sogdians in
Khumdeh, Maimargh, Samarkand, and Kesh in 718, 719, 727, and 729 sent dancing
whirling girls as tribute to the Chinese Imperial court. Yuan Chen and Bo Juyi wrote poems

on these Sogdian girls.===l==2ll2=01l22111220 ! The poem by Bo Juyi says the Iranian girl from
Sogdia whirled while drums and strings were played and bowed to the Emperor when it was
over. It mentioned people already in China learned how to do the whirl like An Lushan and
Yang Guifeij.!===l12=]1222 221220l 222l 220l 220l 22 L1220l 282l 2ol 29 2]l 29l 29l 2921 2991 2901129
[excessive citations] Yuan Chen mentioned that a whirling girl was given to the Emperor by the
Iranians at the time of An Lushan's rebellion and that the Emperor was enchanted by her
dance. The song mentions sashes around her body twirling as she danced.

[158] Xuangzang's flight to Sichuan is mentioned at the end of the song.[&g] Chinese cities
saw high demand for dancers from Central Asia and in the wineshops of the cities the
Iranian waitresses were admired over by young Chinese poets.[@] China and India had
major appetite for Iranian dancers.262] Blue eyed waitresses in the pleasure quarters
poured wine. Giant balls were used to dance on by the Sogdian whirling girls and dancers
from Tashkent.[262! Tashkent dancing girls, according to Bai Juyi, bared their shoulders by

pulling their blouses and came out of lotuses when starting their dance. The twirling girls
from Sogdia danced on rolling balls and wore boots made of deerskin which were colored
red, green pants, and crimson robes and they were sent to the Emperor Xuanzong. Western
singing and dancing girls filled Chang'an taverns.[163I[164][165] gamarkand and Tashkent
dancing girls who came to China were called "hu" which was used by Chinese to refer to
Iranian countries.[X66] Dancing girls were among the gifts sent in 10 diplomatic embassies
from "Persia" to China in the reigns of Kaiyuan (Emperor Ruizong)) and Tianbao (Emperor
Xuanzong).[ﬁ]m Emperor Yan-si (Emperor Yang_of Sui) received from Persia 10 young
girl dancers.28L70L71]I172] Central Asian Iranian girls who performed as acrobats,
dancers, musicians, and waitresses were referred to by Chinese poets as Hu ji #A4f.
Tokharestan and Sogdiana style dances like boti, huteng ##%, and huxuan #AAE.

73] Theshi kingdom (Tashkent) brought the Huteng dance to China which involved back
flips, leaps and spinning. The Kang kingdom brought the "whirling barbarian" huxuan dance

to China. It involved spinning while dressed in shoes of red leather and white pants by a
woman. The Jumi, Shi, Wei, and Kang kingdoms in Central Asia sent dance girls to perform
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the huxuan dance for the Xuanzong Emperor in the Tianbao and Kaiyuan eras. Bai Juyi
wrote the "Huxuan Dance Girl" poem. The "thorn branch" zhezhi dance was another one

introduced to China.274 The Sogdian Kang kingdom is where huxuan dance came from
according to the Tong Dian by Du Yu. In Luoyang and Chang'an these Serindian dances

[175][

were extremely popular. 76] Hyxian and Huteng dances had connections to the

Zoroastrian beliefs practiced in Sogdiana.[m Huxian and Huteng were practiced by Central
Asians in the North Qi dynasty in China.£78 Huxuan dance was introduced to China
through long journeys over thousands of kilometers by girls from Kang in Sogdia.[lig][lﬁ)]
[181][182][183] | the T'ang Annals we read that in the beginning of the period K'ai-yuan (a.d.
713-741) the country of K'an (Sogdiana), an Iranian region, sent as tribute to the Chinese
Court coats-of-mail, cups of rock-crystal, bottles of agate, ostrich-eggs, textiles styled yue
no, dwarfs, and dancing-girls of Hu-suan #AAE (Xwarism).1 In the Ts'e fu yilan kwei the date
of this event is more accurately fixed in the year 718.2[184][185]

The Dunhuang ruler received from the Ganzhou Kaghan 40 Sogdian slaves as tribute.[286]

https://rugcurator.com/blogs/news/iran-and-china-generits

Sogdians
Tang dynasty
Sogdians in China used 9 Chinese surnames after the Chinese name of the states they came from.

Xizhou had a Han and Sogdian population.A record from the Astana Cemetery dating to 639 preserves
the transaction where a Sogdian slave girl was being sold in Xizhou. The Han Zhang family also owned
Chunxiang, a Turk slave woman in Xizhou. He Deli, a Sogdian who knew how to speak Turkic and
Chinese .120 coins of silver were paid for the slave girl from Samarkand.The contract was written in
Sogdian.Translated by Yoshida Yutaka.The slave girl was from the Chuyakk family and born in Central
Asia. Upach was her name and the buyer's name was written as Yansyan in Sogdian from the Chan
family. The seller of the slave was from Samargand called Wakhushuvirt and his father was Tudhakk The
contract said they could they anything they wanted to Upach, give her away, sell her, abuse her, beat her
and she belonged to Yansyan's family forever.Zhang Yanxiang 5&%E4H, whose name is found in Chinese
language documents in Turfan, is believed to be Chan Yansyan.Kuchean girls were sold as slaves in the
Jin and Wei dynasties. On the silk road slave girls was a major item and much more expensive than silk.
Silk was up to five times less than the value of a slave girl. Central Asian slave girls were exported from
Central Asia Iranian areas to China. It is believed that the wealthy merchants and aristocratic noblemen
of the Chinese capital of Chang'an were the consumers for the huge amount of Central Asian slave
women brought by the Sogdians to China to sell to the Chinese. The Central Asian foreign women in the
Sogdian owned wineshops in the Chinese capital are also believe to have been slaves since Chinese
poets depicted then as homesick, sad and melancholy and they would service travelers by keeping them
company overnight. Merchants and literati would frequent the wineshops.The Sogdians reaped massive
profits from selling slave girls and so did the Chinese government by taxing the sale of the slaves. Slave
girls were one of the major products Chinese bought from Sogdians. Persian poets often wrote about
wine and women since the wineservers were often girls and this wine culture with girl servers seems to
have spread to China. There were many Sogdian wineshops and Persian shops in Chang'an along with a
large slave market. The wineshops were staffed with young girls who served wine to customers and
danced for them. Most of the slave girls were 14 or 15 years old. They provided services like sex,
dancing, singing, and served wine to their customers in Chang'an as ordered their masters who ran the
wineshops. A Sogdian merchant, Kang Weiyi had Indian, Central Asian, and Bactrians among the 15
slave girls he was bringing to sell in the Chinese capital of Chang'an.Khotan and Kucha both sold women
for sexual services.

Shi Randian was a Xizhou Sogdian merchant who had a Chinese military title.He went to Guazhou to
trade from Kucha.He went to Shazhou and Yizhou.A local acted as Shi Randian's guarantor.

In 731 a Han Chinese called Tang Rong fE& from the capital district bought an 11 year old slave girl
Shimaner %M 5 from Mi Lushan i, a Sogdian recorded in a contract written in Chinese.There was
a translator in Xizhou, Di Nanipan who had a Sogdian name but a non-Sogdian surname. Either he was
not a Sogdian and was given the name because Sogdian language was prevalent or only his mother was
Sogdian was his father was Han.

The Goguryeo general Gao Juren ordered a mass slaughter of West Asians (Hu) identifying them
through their big noses and lances were used to impale tossed children when he stormed Beijing from An
Lushan's rebels.

Sogdians opened shops which sold wine and had dance performances by Sogdian women called A48
E2. The poet Li Bai in his poem Shao Nian Xing wrote about a young man who entered one of these Huiji
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Jiusi shops.

Lady Caoyena %8 was a concubine of the Chinese Emperor Xuanzong of Tang and gave birth to the
Princess of Shou'an Li Chongniang ZE&24E. The historian Ge Chengiji identified Caoyena as a Sogdian
from the Principality of Ushrusana BBl (BBE L) as indicated by the surname Cao which was adopted
by Sogdians from Ushrusana who came to China since China called Ushrusana "Cao kingdom" and
while Yena is a foreign name to Chinese, it is a unisex Sogdian name which means "most favorite
person” in Sogdian.She may have been one of the Sogdian Hu women “#§ AZZF" or Sogdian whirling
dancing girls “BBHEZ” who were given as tribute by Sogdians to China. Names like Cao Yena and Cao
Yanna were used by Sogdians which appears on historical texts from Turfan. Chinese frequently bought
Hu (Sogdian) slave girls in the Gaochang (Turfan) market.Yena means favorite one in Sogdian.

Li Bai wrote a poem about a boy riding a white horse "gently walking in the spring breeze. Where can he
be going, after having trodden upon so many fallen flowers? Behold! How he smiles as he enters a
tavern attended by a Persian girl!" The dancing girls jumped and whirled with silk gauze clothing.
Western caucasian girls ran these wine stores as Li Bai wrote: "... how he smiles as he enters a bar
tended by a Persian girl." These blue eyed girls were frequented by playboys in Chang'an.The
northeastern Iranian Sogdians in Khumdeh, Maimargh, Samarkand, and Kesh in 718, 719, 727, and 729
sent dancing whirling girls as tribute to the Chinese Imperial court. Yuan Chen and Bo Juyi wrote poems
on these Sogdian girls.The poem by Bo Juyi says the Iranian girl from Sogdia whirled while drums and
strings were played and bowed to the Emperor when it was over. It mentioned people already in China
learned how to do the whirl like An Lushan .Yuan Chen mentioned that a whirling girl was given to the
Emperor by the Iranians at the time of An Lushan's rebellion and that the Emperor was enchanted by her
dance. The song mentions sashes around her body twirling as she danced.[186] Xuangzang's flight to
Sichuan is mentioned at the end of the song.Chinese cities saw high demand for dancers from Central
Asia and in the wineshops of the cities the Iranian waitresses were admired over by young Chinese
poets.China and India had major appetite for Iranian dancers.Blue eyed waitresses in the pleasure
quarters poured wine. Giant balls were used to dance on by the Sogdian whirling girls and dancers from
Tashkent.Tashkent dancing girls, according to Bai Juyi, bared their shoulders by pulling their blouses and
came out of lotuses when starting their dance. The twirling girls from Sogdia danced on rolling balls and
wore boots made otu of deerskin which were colored red, green pants, and crimson robes and they were
sent to the Emperor Xuanzong. Western singing and dancing girls filled Chang'an taverns.Samarkand
and Tashkent dancing girls who came to China were called "hu" which was used by Chinese to refer to
Iranian countries.Dancing girls were among the gifts sent in 10 diplomatic embassies from "Persia" to
China in the reigns of Kaiyuan (Emperor Ruizong)) and Tianbao (Emperor Xuanzong).[195][196]
Emperor Yan-si (Emperor Yang of Sui) received from Persia 10 young girl dancers.Central Asian Iranian
girls who performed as acrobats, dancers, musicians, and waitresses were referred to by Chinese poets
as Hu ji #A1fE. Tokharestan and Sogdiana style dances like boti, huteng #h#%, and huxuan #ffE. TheShi
kingdom (Tashkent) brought the Huteng dance to China which involved back flips, leaps and spinning.
The Kang kingdom brought the "whirling barbarian" huxuan dance to China. It involved spinning while
dressed in shoes of red leather and white pants by a woman. The Jumi, Shi, Wei, and Kang kingdoms in
Central Asia sent dance girls to perform the huxuan dance for the Xuanzong Emperor in the Tianbao and
Kaiyuan eras. Bai Juyi wrote the "Huxuan Dance Girl" poem. The "thorn branch" zhezhi dance was
another one introduced to China.The Sogdian Kang kingdom is where huxuan dance came from
according to the Tong Dian by Du Yu. In Luoyang and Chang'an these Serindian dances were extremely
popular.Huxian and Huteng dances had connections to the Zoroastrian beliefs practiced in
Sogdiana.Huxian and Huteng were practiced by Central Asians in the North Qi dynasty in China.Huxuan
dance was introduced to China through long journeys over thousands of kilometers by girls from Kang in
Sogdia.In the T'ang Annals we read that in the beginning of the period K'ai-yuan (a.d. 713-741) the
country of K'an (Sogdiana), an Iranian region, sent as tribute to the Chinese Court coats-of-mail, cups of
rock-crystal, bottles of agate, ostrich-eggs, textiles styled yiie no, dwarfs, and dancing-girls of Hu-suan #f
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in grotesque masks to the music of drums,
lutes and harps, while they sprinkled each
other, and also passers-by, with cold water.

The most respected of the slave musicians
sent to China as tribute were those who were

sent as gifts to the court of Hsiian Tsung in the
first half of the eight century by the rulers of
Kumadh, Kish, Maimargh and Samarkand.
These Sogdian girls wore crimson robes, green
damask pantoloons and red deerskin boots, As
well as dancing they twirled on the tops of
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mstruciors as well as performers, and Chinese
musicians of the eight century did not disdain
to acknowledge that they had studied under a
Kuchean master of the instrument. Among the
tribute musicians there were also plavers of the
cross-flute. And in 733 the king of Khuual, a
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female musicians.

Not all foreign musicians were courl
slaves. There were a great number of free
musicians from Kucha, from Samarkand, and
from Kabudhan below the Pamirs. All these

ot three groups: the wood-winds, (flutes,
oboes and a kind of mouth-organ),
percussions, (a gong, a little drum on a stand,
and a great drum hung from a frame), strings
(lutes and a zither). Most of these dance
pantomimes are known to have had their origin
in India, but the theme of one suggests rather a
Central Asian origin. It is recorded that in 714
the complaints of scandalized citizens forced
Hsiian Tsung to forbid performances of the
pantomime "Sprinkling the Barbarian with
‘Water as He Begs in the Cold” because, in this
winter solstice dance, naked youth leapt about
in grotesque masks to the music of drums,
lutes and harps, while they sprinkled each
other, and also passers-by, with cold water.

The most respected of the slave musicians
sent to China as tribute were those who were
instructors as well as performers, and Chinese
musicians of the eight century did not disdain
to acknowledge that they had studied under a
Kuchean master of the instrument. Among the
tribute musicians there were also players of the
cross-flute. And in 733 the king of Khutal, a
country on the upper Oxus, sent a troupe of
fernale musicians.

Not all foreign musicians were courl
slaves. There were a great number of free
musicians from Kucha, from Samarkand, and
from Kabudhan below the Pamirs. All these
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rolling balls.

Another scholar gives the following infor-
mation on the subject: the dances accompanied
with songs imported from Central Asia were
very much in vogue during the T'ang period.

Tha Aasnrs Hav.civan wan wae imnanreted

Fa umes paws aeman s e s
before the T'ang period and must have com

from Samarkand, Maimargh, Khumdeh or
from the Sogdan region. Although Housiuen-
niu, Hou-sivan-niu-tseu, How-sivan-wol-niu
designated the girls specialized in the dance of
Hou-siuan wou, it was probably not reserved

TR

"Western Prancing Dance” performed by boys
from Tashkent wearing tight-sleeved shirts in
the Iranian style and high-peaked hats
decorated with sequins; they crouched, spun
and leapt to the fast rhythmic accompaniment of
lutes and transverse flutes. Another dance from
the Tahskent region was "The Dance of Chach”
performed by two girls dressed in diaphanous
embroidered caftans belied with silver girdles,
red shoes, and peaked hats sewn with little
gold bells, This was an amorous and erotic
dance. The favorite female dancers were the
"Western Twirling Girls", many of whom were
sent as gifts to the court of Hsiian Tsung in the
first half of the eight century by the rulers of
Kumadh, Kish, Maimargh and Samarkand.
These Sogdian girls wore crimson robes, green
damask pantoloons and red deerskin boots, As
well as dancing they twirled on the tops of
rolling balls.

Another scholar gives the following infor-
mation on the subject: the dances accompanicd
with songs imported from Central Asia were
very much in vogue during the T'ang period.
The dance Hou-sinan wou was imported
before the T'ang period and must have come
from Samarkand, Maimargh, Khumdeh or
from the Sogdan region. Although Housiuon-
niu, Hou-siuan-niu-tseu, Hou-sivan-woli-niu
designated the girls specialized in the dance of
Houw-sitan weou, it was probably not reserved
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tected a foreign quality in his interpretation, “Is that not the mode of Kucha?” To
this the gratified player replied, “My master was indeed a man of Kucha.” '® One
such eminent master was the Kuchean Po Ming-ta (though it is not known if he
was slave or free).!*® This man composed the popular ballet “Trill of the Spring
Warbler,” which was strongly colored by Kuchean music, was celebrated in the
poetry of Yilan Chen, and is still performed in Japan.'*"

Beautiful girls trained as musicians, dancers, singers, and instrumentalists had
been sent as presents from one lord to another since ancient times in China, though
conventional morality of the “Confucian® sort regarded them as the most frivolous
and corrupting of gifts. Nonetheless many T'ang rulers accepted them from lesser
princes, and particularly from the Indianized nations of Turkestan, Such were the
“female musicians” sent in 733 by the king of Khuttal, a country in the mountains
of the upper Oxus, rich in horses, red leopards, and mines of black salt.**

Most admired of all the performers imported from Central Asia were the
dancers, young boys and girls. Their shows were conventionally classified in two
groups, the “pliant” dances and the “vigorous” dances.*® Po Ming-ta's “Trill of the
Spring Warbler” was typical of the former class, of poetic, graceful, and refined
dances. But it was the group of “vigorous™ dances which had the greatest popular
following, and were therefore most frequently mentioned by the T ang poets. Three
of these are quite well known. One was the “Western Prancing Dance,” " usually
performed by boys from Tashkent wearing tight-sleeved Iranian shirts and high
peaked hats sewn with sparkling beads. They were girded with long belts whose
ends floated high and free, as they crouched, whirled, and leaped to the rapid ac-
companiment of Jutes and transverse flutes,"*! The “Dance of Chich,” '** named for
its place of origin near modern Tashkent,'*® was done by two young girls, dressed
in gauze caftans embroidered in many colors, with silver girdles. They wore the
typical tight-sleeved blouses of the Far West, had peaked hats decorated with golden
bells on their heads, and red brocaded shoes on their feet. They appeared first to
the audience emerging from the opening petals of two artificial lotuses, and danced
to the rapid beating of drums. It was an amorous dance: the maidens ogled the
spectators and, at the end, pulled down their blouses to reveal their bare shoulders: '**

Matched pair spread flat—the brocaded mats unroll;

Linked beats of triple sounds—the painted drums drive on.

Red wax candles are taken away, peach petals rise;

Purple net shirts are set in motion—the Chich (dancers) come!

Girdles droop from gilded thighs, flowered waists are heavy,

Hats revolve with golden bells, snowy faces turn,

I watch—too soon the tune is done, they will not be detained;

Whirling in clouds, escorted by rain, they are off to the Terrace of the Sun.™*

This poem on the “Geisha of Chach,” *** by Po Chii-, a good example of the exotic
in early ninth-century poetry, reveals its erotic theme in the last verse, where the

55

Men

old symbols of “clouds and rain” and “Terrace of the Sun” connect these fairy-like
creatures with the myth of a fertility goddess, and hint at the conjunction of the
sexes. The strangely rising peach petals appear to have been a display of fireworks,"*"

Most loved of all these young dancers from the Far West were the “Western
Twirling Girls,” *** many of whom were sent as gifts from the rulers of Kumadh,
Kish, Maimargh, and especially Samarkand, during the reign of Hslian Tsung, that
is, during the first half of the eighth century.!** These Sogdian girls, clad in crimson
robes with brocaded sleeves, green damask pantaloons, and boots of red deerskin,
skipped, tripped, and twirled on the tops of balls rolling about on the dance platform,
to the delight of the surfeited hearts of the rich and noble. Hsilan Tsung was very
fond of this dance, and both the Lady Yang and Rokhshan learned to perform it,'*
Indeed, the rage for watching such whirling dervishes was regarded in some quarters
as an ominous aberration of manners.'*

Fewer musicians and dancers came from other parts of Asia. Nonetheless,
among the nations of Indochina and Indonesia, Nan-chao on the southwestern fron-
tier sent a band to perform for the Chinese emperor in Boo; ™** this exotic orchestra



may already have had a hybrid character, since a Chinese emissary to Nan-chao a
few years earlier had observed performers of Kuchean music, sent to Nan-chao long
before by Hsiian Tsung, still playing in the orchestra.!® After the way to T'ang was
opened at the end of the eighth century by the Chinese conquest of Nan-chao,™™
Pyi of Burma presented an orchestra of thirty-five performers in 802, which played
compositions based on the Buddhist scriptures, marking time by clenching their
fists, and accompanied by conch shells and beautifully engraved bronze drums, like
those owned by well-to-do “barbarians™ of south China; '* Sumatran Sribhoja sent
a company of musicians o Hsian Tsung's court in 724; 158 and a company of
Javanese female musicians came from Kalinga in the second half of the ninth
century.'* Eleven Japanese dancing girls were forwarded to the Chinese court in
777 by the representatives of the kingdom of P'o-hai; ™™ on another occasion a
Japanese embassy brought sacred conch horns as gifts.**

When Koguryd and Paekche were vanquished in the seventh century, the
music of these Korean nations was made captive, and whole bands, with their in-
struments and texts, were taken to China in triumph*® The performers from
Koguryd and their descendants continued to play faithfully for the Chinese court
for over a century, but of the twenty-five compositions they knew at the end of the
seventh century, only one was still remembered at the end of the eighth, and the
native costumes of the musicians’ captive ancestors had all been lost. The per-
formers from Paekche, on the other hand, were all dead or dispersed by the beginning
of the eighth century.!® The greater durability of the northern Koreans (those of
Koguryd) may be attributed to the fact that two groups of their fellow countrymen,
now subject to Silla, were transmitted with their instruments to the Chinese court
in 818, invigorating the fecble expatriates.'® Silla, the rising state on the peninsula
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and the good friend of T'ang, sent a pair of desirable girls, distinguished as much for
their beautiful hair as for their musical talent, to T*ai Tsung in 631. The monarch
uttered some sententious remarks, such as “We have heard that the pleasures of
sound and color are not to be compared with the love of virtue,” '™ and went on to
tell the patient ambassadors how he had sent back to Champa the royal gift of a
white Moluccan cockatoo, and concluded his speech by declaring that these lovely
maidens were more to be pitied than an exotic parrot, and so back they must go to
Silla.'®™
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Turpan under Tang dynasty rule was a center
of major commercial activity between
Chinese and Sogdian merchants. There were
many inns in Turpan. Some provided sex
workers with an opportunity to service

A the Silk Road merchants, since the official
histories report that there were markets in

i women at Kucha and Khotan.[20] The
Sogdian-language contract buried at

the Astana graveyard demonstrates that at
least one Chinese man bought a Sogdian girl
in 639 AD. One of the archaeologists who

il excavated the Astana site, Wu Zhen,
contends that, although many households
along the Silk Road bought individual slaves,
as we can see in the earlier documents from

Niya, the Turpan documents point to a

massive escalation in the volume of the slave trade.[21]

The few documented pairings of Chinese male owners with Sogdian girls raise the question how often
Sogdian and Chinese families intermarried. The historical record is largely silent on this topic, but Rong
Xinjiang has found 21 recorded marriages in the 7th century in which one partner was Sogdian and in 18
cases the spouse is also Sogdian. The only exceptions are very high ranking Sogdian officials who
married Chinese wives.[22] He concludes that most Sogdian men took Sogdian wives, and we may
surmise that the pairings between Chinese men and Sogdian women were usually between a male
master and a female slave.

Several commercial interactions were recorded. In 673 a company commander (Duizheng) bought a
camel for fourteen bolts of silk from Kang Wupoyan,[23] a non-resident merchant from Samarkand
(Kangzhou).[24] In 731 a Sogdian merchant sold an eleven-year-old girl to a resident of Chang’an, Tang
Rong, for forty bolts of silk.[25] Five men served as guarantors, vouching that she was not a free person
who been enslaved.[26] (The Tang Code banned the enslavement of commoners.)

https://alexander-the-great.org/satrapies/satrapy-of-sogdia.php

Commerce and sex trade[edit]Further information: History of slavery in ChinaA Sogdian
gilded silver dish with the image of a tiger, with clear influence from Persian Sasanian art
and silverwares, 7th to 8th centuries ADSilk road figure head, probably Sogdian, Chinese
Sui Dynasty (581-618), Musée Cernuschi, ParisSlavery existed in China since ancient
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times, although during the Han dynasty the proportion of slaves to the overall population
was roughly 1%,[116] far lower than the estimate for the contemporary Greco-Roman world
(estimated at about 15% of the entire population).[117][118] During the Tang period slaves
were not allowed to marry a commoner's daughter, were not allowed to have sexual
relations with any female member of their master's family, and although fornication with
female slaves was forbidden in the Tang code of law it was widely practiced.[119]
Manumission was also permitted when a slave woman gave birth to her master's son, which
allowed for her elevation to the legal status of a commoner, yet she could only live as a
concubine and not as the wife of her former master.[120]Sogdian and Chinese merchants
regularly traded in slaves in and around Turpan during the Tang dynasty. In 639 a female
Sogdian slave was sold to a Chinese man as recorded in an Astana cemetery legal
document written in Sogdian.[121] Khotan and Kucha were places where women were
commonly sold, with ample evidence of the slave trade in Turfan thanks to contemporary
textual sources that have survived.[122][123] In Tang poetry Sogdian girls also frequently
appear as serving maids in the taverns and inns of the capital Chang'an.[124]Sogdian slave
girls and their Chinese male owners made up the majority of Sogdian female-Chinese male
pairings, while free Sogdian women were the most common spouse of Sogdian men. A
smaller number of Chinese women were paired with elite Sogdian men. Sogdian man-and-
woman pairings made up eighteen out of twenty-one marriages according to existing
documents.[123][125]A document dated 731 AD reveals that precisely forty bolts of silk
were paid to a certain Mi Lushan, a slave dealing Sogdian, by a Chinese man named Tang
Rong (&%) of Chang'an, for the purchase of an eleven-year-old girl. A person from Xizhou,
a Tokharistani (i.e. Bactrian), and three Sogdians verified the sale of the girl.[123][126]

https:/history.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/hansen-silk-road-trade.pdf
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maintain their identity as a group even in the first years they moved to a new site.™

The existence of a full-time Manichean priesthood at Turfan during the seventh and
eighth centuries seems much less likely. The Chinese-language texts from Astana say
little about Manichean beliefs among the non-Chinese population, but the four German
expeditions to Turfan found several Manichean libraries at the beginning of the
twentieth century.” The many manuscripts are not dated, but some use archaic liturgical
languages like Parthian and Middle Persian.* If these manuscripts were created and
then stored in Turfan, a Manichean community existed there as early as the seventh and
eighth centuries. But in recent years the scholarly consensus has shifted to suggest that
Manicheism became firmly established at Turfan only after 803, when the Uighur
kingdom took control of the oasis. Carbon-14 dating has been done on the paper of
some of the illustrated manuseripts, and produced dates consonant with early tenth to
mid-eleventh centuries. The few cave paintings with undeniably Manichean subject
matter also date to this late period.*

In sum, the people who lived in Turfan but worked full-time with Silk Road mer-
chants included the officials who regulated the trade, either by issuing market certi-
ficates or travel passes, their interpreters, the inn-keepers, and Mazdean priests. One
cannot help wondering whether the inns at Turfan provided sex workers with an
opportunity to service the Silk Road merchants since the official histories report that
there were markets in women at both Kucha and Khotan.* The Sogdian-language con-
tract buried at the Astana graveyard (discussed above) demonstrates that at least one
Chinese man bought a young Sogdian girl in 639. One of the archeologists who exca-
vated the Astana site, Wu Zhen, contends that, although many households along the
Silk Road bought individual slaves, as we can see in the earlier documents from Niya,
the Turfan documents point to a massive escalation in the volume of the slave trade.*

A name register from Emperor Wu's reign (690-705) lists seventy-nine people who
had been omitted from earlier registers for two households.” The seventy-nine names
include | musician of inferior status (yvweshi SEE5), 9 male and female personal
retainers, also of inferior status (bugu, kenti E[idH - % 20), and 68 female and male
slaves (nubi #{1%). Musicians and personal retainers belonged to the lowest legal cate-
gory of The Tang Code, the inferior classes (jianmin § ), and unlike slaves, could not
be bought and sold.”

One of the two households contained 61 people, with twenty individuals under the
age of fifteen. The slaves have no surnames, but the personal retainers do, and several

* See Hansen, 2003.

* Zhang and Rong, 1998, pp. 24-28.

“ They have been translated in Klimkeit, 1993

*! Moriyasu Takao, 1991; Gulacsi, 2001, pp. 9-10.

™ Xin Tangshu 2212:6230. In addition, Susan Whitfield offers a fictionalized account of a Kuchean
courtesan’s experiences in the ninth century without providing any sources, although she has clearly drawn
on the description of the prostitutes’ quarter in Chang”an in Beilizhi; Whitfield, 1999, pp. 138-154.

* Wu Zhen, 2000 (p. 154 is a Chinese-language rendering based on Yoshida's Japanese translation of the
Sogdian contract of 639)

" TWCS-photos, 3: $25-529.

* Johnson, 1997, 1, pp. 28-29
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are Central Asian; the slaves, names look as though they were transliterated into Chi-
nese from another language, quite possibly Sogdian. The list is intriguing: what were all
these people doing in a single household? Wu Zhen offers a daring reading: “of course
the male and female slaves could have undergone training of various types — like
listening and speaking basic Chinese, becoming familiar with Chinese manners and
customs, and even leamning some types of tasks — at the hands of the musicians and
personal retainers. The goal was to increase the sale price of these slaves”. " It is also
possible that the bers of the inferior classes were also for sale (contrary to the
provisions of The Tang Code) and not there simply to train the slaves. Still the large
size of the household strongly supports Wu Zhen's hunch that this was a slave-
producing establishment.

The few documented pairings of Chinese male owners with young Sogdian girls
raise the question how often Sogdian and Chinese families intermarried. The historical
record 1s largely silent on this topic, but Rong Xinjiang has found throughout
Tang-dynasty China a total of twenty-one recorded marriages in the seventh century in
which one partner was Sogdian, and in eighteen cases, the spouse is also Sogdian. The
only exceptions are very high-ranking Sogdian officials who married Chinese wives.”
He concludes that most Sogdian men took Sogdian wives, and we may surmise that the
pairings between Chinese men and Sogdian women were usually between a Chinese
male master and a Sogdian female slave.

The Outermost Orbital: Those Least Affected by the Silk Road Trade

Of the 212 Turfan contracts listed by Yamamoto Tatsuro and lkeda On, only a
handful can be linked to the long-distance exchanges of the Silk Road. Three of these
were included with travel passes because Tang law stipulated that a caravan owner had
to have documentary proof that he owned the slaves and animals traveling with him.
These are not the actual market certificates required by law because they bear no
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non-Chinese merchant (xingsheng hu, see above discussion). Let us look at the three
examples in chronological order.

(1.) In 673 a company commander (duizheng [#1F) bought a camel for fourteen
bolts of silk from Kang Wupoyan FFEHFIE * a non-resident merchant from Samar-
kand (Kangzhou FF ).

(2.) In 731 the Sogdian merchant Mi Lushan sold an eleven-vear-old girl to a

“Wu Zhen, 2000, p. 139.

o Rong Xinjiang, 2001, pp. 132-135. Of the twenty-one epitaphs, twelve are from Quan Tangwen buyi 5=

Rl (Supplement to the complete writings of the Tang), five from Tangdai muzhi huibian F5 {{ELEE

4 (Collected epitaphs of the Tang), three were excavated at Guyuan, Ningxia, and one is from another site.
Yan {E is a common ending for Sogdian first names meaning ‘for the benefit of a certain deity. For

other examples, see Cai Hongsheng, 1998, p. 40.
“Ikeda contract 29.

Valerie Hansen The impact of the Silk Road trade 301

resident of Chang’an, Tang Rong [, for forty bolts of silk.” Five men served as
guarantors, vouching that she was not a free person who been enslaved (The Tang Code
banned the enslavement of commoners.) Of the four with household registration in
Xizhou (Tang-dynasty Turfan), three had Sogdian last names (Shi, Cao, and Kang) and
the one with the surname Luo Z§ was probably a member of the Tuhuoluo tribe, whose
primary home was Tokharistan. The fifth guarantor, also with the sumame Kang, was
designated a temporary resident (jizhu Z5{£) of Xizhou, an indication that he had not
yet become a commoner and that his name was not yet entered on the houschold
registers.

(3.) In 733 a Sogdian commoner resident in Xizhou, Shi Randian 572458 bought a
horse for eighteen bolts of silk from a Sogdian named Kang. Skaff has pieced together
information from different documents to follow Shi Randian’s route from Hami to
Dunhuang, and concluded that he may have traveled the entire route specified by his
travel permit from Guazhou, Gansu, to Kucha ™ When Shi Randian purchased the
horse, three guarantors vouched that the horse was not stolen: one Tuhuoluo non-
resident merchant, one non-resident merchant from Bukhara (surmamed An), and one
commoner resident in Xizhou, a Sogdian named Shi.” Although no document says so
explicitly, it seems likely that the seller paid the guarantors a small fee to vouch for the
legality of the goods being sold, since the guarantors were financially liable should the
slave or animal in question turm out to be stolen. The presence of resident and
non-resident Sogdian guarantors indicates that Sogdian trade networks included both
non-resident merchants (xingsheng hu) as well as those entered on the household
registers of Xizhou and other localities as commoners (baixing).

If 1t were not for the explicit labeling of the seller or guarantors as non-resident
merchants, we would have no reason to class these three transactions as part of the
long-distance overland trade. After all, they simply record the sale of a single camel,
slave, or horse. Evidence of the Silk Road trade is equally difficult to detect in the
twenty-one labor contracts surviving from Turfan.™ Most specify the terms for hiring
someone to perform someone else’s corvée labor obligations to perform a watch on the
beacon towers of the Tang, but two — unfortunately quite fragmentary — seventh-century
contracts hire someone to transport fian 2 silk to an unnamed destination.™ This type
of silk, sometimes called “cooked silk” or “degummed silk™ was ready to be dyed.”
Like service on the beacon towers, the delivery of silk was probably a form of corvée
labor — not a task performed for the benefit of private merchants active on the Silk
Road.

Two interest-free loans, made in 665, from a moneylender who usually exacted
high interest hints — perhaps! — at a long-distance transaction.™ The contract was buried

™ Ikeda contract 31. Yoshida Yutaka and Arakawa Masaharu saw this document, which was clearly a copy
of the original with space left for the places where the seals appeared.

"' Skaff, 1998, p. 97.

™ Ikeda contract 32.

" Ikeda contracts 190-211.

™ Ikeda contracts 209, 210

™ Angela Sheng, email dated March 29, 2002,

™ Ikeda contract 74.
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in the tomb of the moneylender, Zuo Chongxi /=¥ (d. 673), whose tomb contains
fourteen other intact contracts, one of our best sources for understanding the Turfan
economy.” One loan, to a military guard named Zhang Haihuan §HEE, was for
forty-eight silver coins; the other, to Bai Huailuo [518}%, was for twenty-four silver
coms. If the two men failed to pay the money back within ten days, the contract
authorizes the moneylender to confiscate Zhang Haihuan's house, possessions, or land




as compensation.

It seems likely that the three men formed a partnership with Zhang having twice as
many shares as Bai (the moneylender’s share is not revealed). If the deal was success-
fully completed, then the moneylender earned nothing from his partners. But if it was
not, they had to pay him back at the prevailing interest rate in Turfan of 10% per month,
four points higher than the maximum of six percent each month stipulated by The Tang
Code.™ Since Moneylender Zuo retained his copy of the contract, we can conclude that
Zhang Haihuan and Bai Huailuo never paid back the money they had borrowed

The contract includes an extra line holding Zhang Haihuan’s mother, a female
household head, responsible for his debt. It calls her a ‘big woman’ (danii #;7%), a term
that does not appear in the official histories. Big women appear as the household head
on government houschold registers because they bore responsibility for paying their
family’s taxes when the male household heads were absent. A survey of seventy census
documents from the period of Chinese occupation showed that between 16 and 30
percent of all Turfan households were headed by such women. Several scholars have
argued that households concealed the presence of men and gave the name of a woman
as head because women paid lower taxes than men. It 15 equally likely that women
managed these households because their husbands were genuinely away from home
either to perform military service or to go on business trips.™

Even though they occurred at the peak of the Silk Road trade, the overwhelming
majority of Turfan contracts document the day-to-day transactions of an agricultural
community in which people buy, sell, and rent individual animals, slaves, or small plots
of agricultural land or orchards. Many loans are for a small amount. Perhaps we should
not be surprised. Even in today’s age of high finance, most contracts are for the
purchase of individual houses or cars.”

Even so, the Turfan contracts reflect the high degree of commercialization of the
Turfan economy in the seventh and eighth centuries. I use the term commercialization
to indicate that these transactions all involved money — actually Sasanian silver coins —
and were not barter. In addition, the penalty for failure to fulfill the contract was 10%
for each month, the same interest rate charged on commercial loans.

In the third month of 668, a season when many who worked the land were short of
money, the cultivator Zhang Shanxi 73 % signed a contract to borrow twenty silver
coins from Zuo Chongxi. In 670 he went back to him again, this time to borrow forty

7 I have discussed this tomb in Hansen, 1995a, pp. 33-39, and 1995b, pp. 59-66.

™ Hansen, 1993a, p. 35
.

documents, but not in the official histories. See Deng Xiaonan, 1999: 85-103.
* Personal communication from James Stepanek, March, 2002

Valerie Hansen The impact of the Silk Road trade 303

silver coins. This was the same moneylender who lent Zhang Haihuan money for his
ten-day business trip."' Both men — one a long-distance trader, the other a farmer —
borrowed silver coins at the same interest rate of 10% per month. Moneylenders like
Zuo Chongxi served as a bridge between the long-distance trade economy and the local
agricultural economy, and they charged the same high rate of interest to everyone,
effectively pulling the local cultivators into the larger economy. If farmers like Zhang
Hathuan wanted to borrow money, they had to do so at the same rate as Silk Road
traders did.

The Turfan contracts clearly document the shifts in the medium of exchange at
Turfan.® The earliest Turfan contract testify to the existence of a barter economy: in
273 a female household head (danti) bought a coffin for twenty bolts of degummed Jian
silk * Similar exchanges continue in the fourth and fifth centuries. The first mention of
Sasanian silver coins in a real-life rental contract occurs in 584, when someone rented
one sixth-acre (mu) for five silver coins.™ The use of Sasanian coins peaks in the
century from 550 to 650, but people continue to use both grain and silk along with
silver coins throughout the seventh century, in the years leading up to and following the
Tang conquest of 640. Suddenly — just at the turn of the eighth century — Turfan
residents stop using Sasanian silver coins and adopt the use of Chinese bronze coins
(that the contracts call copper coins and whose main constituent was indeed copper).*™

Skaff suggests that several factors — the Tibetan occupation of the Tarim basin bet-
ween 686 and 692, the Chinese infusion of monetary silk and bronze coins, and the
growing Chinese preference for silver in ingot form — may account for the change.™

Although the reasons for the sudden shift continue to be debated, no one debates the
immediacy of the change. All the residents of Turfan — both rich and poor — switched
from silver to bronze coins over night, sure evidence of how embedded they are in the
larger economy. Here, too, we can see the undocumented role of moneylenders as
instrumental in introducing these changes. In the 670s people borrowed silver coins, ten
or twenty at a time, but in 703 two different people borrow 320 bronze coins each, the
equivalent of ten silver coins* (A tax receipt gives the exchange rate as 32 bronze

! Hansen, 1993a, p. 36.

2 This topic is throughly covered in several fine articles: Skaff, 1998 ; Thierry, 1995 and 2000 ; Zeymal,
1992

* Ikeda contract 1

# Ikeda 98; see Skaff, “Table of Dated Turfan Documents That Mention Silver Coins™ in Skaff, 1998,
pp- 108-109. Frangois Thierry ingeniously draws on grave inventories excavated from Turfan to document
the appearance of silver coins — he cites a grave inventory dated 543 TCWS-texts, 2:60 ; TCWS- photos, [:
143. But the grave inventory lists both gold and silver coins. It may in fact describe fictive currency - not
actual coins in circulation at Turfan at the time — the living intended w send to the world of the dead. With
the exception of a few forged Byzantine gold coins, only silver coins have been found at Turfan.

* Peng Xinwei, 1994 explains: “The alloy used for [early Tang-dynasty] coins was then 83.32 percent
copper, 14.56 percent pewter and 2.12 percent black tin”, volume 1, 257,

::Skaﬂ', 1998, 99-104.

Like the term xingsheng hu, the term for female household heads (danii #£2) occurs in many Turfan




' Ikeda contracts 74-79, 89, 90.
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coins to 1 silver.”) And where cultivators had paid their rent in silver coins in the 670s,
they paid bronze coins in 703.%

Conclusion

The stunning archeological finds of beautiful silks from Niya and the man with the
gold mask from Yingpan (west of Lop Nor) in recent years have reinforced the con-
ventional view that many rich merchants plied their wares along the Silk Road of the
first millennium of the Christian Era. But the excavated documents give an entirely
different impression. The KharosthT contracts from Niya™ and the loan contracts from
Dunhuang (studied so thoroughly by Eric Trombert”') very clearly document the exis-
tence of a large subsistence economy in which cultivators bartered for simple goods.
Like the Turfan documents, the Niya and Dunhuang documents provide hardly any
evidence of the fabled long-distance Silk Road trade in silk, gold, silver, jewels, and
pearls.

Turfan’s economy of the sixth to eighth centuries differed in important ways from
Niya's in the third and fourth century and Dunhuang’s in the ninth and tenth centuries.
It was much more commercialized — even in the subsistence transactions documented in
surviving contracts. Eric Trombert has argued that the central government of the Tang
played an enormous role in the rise of the Silk Road trade.” Rather than see many
low-level entrepreneurs crisscrossing the Tarim Basin, he suggests instead that we
focus on government finance. When the Tang state decided to send large quantities of
silk to central Asia to pay its troops and occupying officials, the Silk Road trade
boomed. And when the state withdrew from Central Asia, as it did so suddenly after
755, it ended its massive subsidies (usually in the form of silk) to the region. While the
Chinese government continued to buy horses in the northwest at a high price,” the Silk
Road trade dwindled to a small trickle.

The Silk Road trade in the century of Tang rule had clearly visible spill-over effects
on the Turfan economy, which was highly monetized and in which all transactions were
subject to high interest rates. But even between 640 and 755, the Golden Age of the
Tang on the Silk Road, more people eamned their livelihood working the land than did
trading on the Silk Road. These cultivators had little to do with the Silk Road trade
except when they borrowed silver coins from moneylenders or purchased animals and
slaves from long-distance traders. Could it be that the Silk Road trade played a small
role in Turfan’s overall economy? That is certainly what the limited numbers of
surviving documents from Turfan suggest.

= TCWS-texts, 7: 441; TCWS-photos, 111517,
* Ikeda contracts 151-160, 175

* Burrow, 1940.

* Trombert, 1995,

# Trombert, 2000.

# Trombert, 2000, p. 112.

https://history.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/VALERIE%20HANSEN%20and%20XINJIANG%20RONG.p
df
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silks occupied a middle range: the monk could use silver coins for smaller purchases, silks
for medium purchases such as an animal or a slave, and gold for major expenditures.

Also from a higher social level 15 the sole surviving Sogdian-language contract from
At
Very limited information about the use of textiles as money survives from the homeland of
the Sogdians, the immediate area around Samarkand. Muluple artworks depict Chinese-style
silks, but these textiles did not necessarily function as money. ™ When the city of Samarkand

documenting the sale in 639 of a female slave for 120 “very pure” silver coins.'”

surrendered in 712 to the caliphate armies, the residents agreed to pay 2,000,000 silver dirhans
on the spot and an additional 200,000 difams each year. They gave the value in didhams of
slaves (200), large garments, most likely of brocaded alk (100}, small garments (60), and
strips of silk (28).%7 The scarce data suggest that silver coins, not textiles, were the primary

currency in the Sog world in the seventh and eighth centuries when coins, grain and
textiles all circulated in Turfan and Ck
While the Turfan contracts indicate that before 640 the local people used grain and

1a.

silver coins far more frequently than textles in their daly spending, textiles did funetion as

money but not among the lowest reaches of society, who used coins and whose transactions

the Astana materials caprure. Since no document from before 640 gives the exchange rate
between coins and textiles, we must piece together the surviving evidence to form a hierarchy
of currencies. Xuanzang's travel expenses indicate that the wealthiest people used gold, silver
coins and silks, whether juan-silk or ling-twill. During these same centuries, ordinary people
used grain and silver coins for most of their duly ransactions, reserving textiles for only a
few real-world exchanges and continuing to list them in inflated quantties in their grave

InVentories.

Turfan’s Economy under Tang-dynasty Rule

In 640, the Tang armies defeated the Gaochang kingdom and brought the oasis under
direct rule, along with Beiting (Jimsar) and Hami. After 658, the Tang dynasty created
the Anxi Protectorate to exercise mulitary and administrative authority in the Western
Regions. Recognising grain, coins and textiles, the Tang authorities used an aggregate unit
— silk bolt—hemp bolt—hank—string of comns—picul (pi-dian-tun-guan-shi juspoyE gy
as explained in Arakawa Masaharu’s article) — to caleulate the government’s total revenue
and expenditures. Over the course of the dynasty, there were never enough coins, and one
regulation, which survives from 734 1 The Collected Statutes of the Tang Dynasty ( Tang Huiyao)
but probably echoed earlier, now lost regulations, specified that all purchases of houses, slaves

T oshida Yutaka, “Appendie: Translation of the Contrace for the Purchase of a Slave Girl Found ar Tusfan
and Diated 6397, Tosng Pao (2003) No. Sg, pp. 159-161.

WHagevana Esuko, "Use and Production of Silks in Sogdiana™, i Matteo Compareti, Paola Raffetta,
Suudies presented to Boris Tich Marchak on the Oasion of His 70 Birthday
www.irasesiana org/Eran/ (accessed 23/11/10).

1
pp. 268-271 “Le Marché de Tasfan”,

Gianroberto Scarcia {eds), Eram iud Anéni
(WVenice, 2006). Available on

PEtienne de ls Vaiss
pp- 2932 offer a tentative
eighth century.

71; Trombert and de la Vaiss
ysis of prices for certain dities in Turfan, Dunhuang and Sogdiana in the

https://iwww.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/socialleverage-
mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-
century/F4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/abs/socialleverage-
mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-
century/FA4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D

https://www.academia.edu/1837301/The_Sogdian_Trade_Diaspora_in_East_Turkestan_during_the_Sev
enth_and_Eighth_Centuries



https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/socialleverage-mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-century/F4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/socialleverage-mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-century/F4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/socialleverage-mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-century/F4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/abs/socialleverage-mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-century/F4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/abs/socialleverage-mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-century/F4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-institutional-economics/article/abs/socialleverage-mechanism-on-the-silk-road-the-private-emergence-of-institutions-in-central-asia-from-the-7th-to-the-9th-century/F4831CEC446542CB9709829A1E061A0D
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.academia.edu/1837301/The_Sogdian_Trade_Diaspora_in_East_Turkestan_during_the_Seventh_and_Eighth_Centuries
https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https://www.academia.edu/1837301/The_Sogdian_Trade_Diaspora_in_East_Turkestan_during_the_Seventh_and_Eighth_Centuries

A The Sogdian Trade Diaspora in East Turkestan during the Seventh and Eighth Centuries

THE SOGDIAN TRADE DIASPORA 505

themselves even drew up contracts with Chinese characteristics (Vaissiere 2002:
165-66). Out of thirty-four extant Chinese language contracts—ranging in date from
273 to 741, but mostly from the seventh and eighth centuries—seven or about
one-filth involve Sogdians as buyers or sellers.”” The earliest contract mention-
ing a Sogdian is dated 509 and the other six are split evenly between the seventh
and eighth centuries. This demonstrates that despite Sogdians” dominance of long-
distance trade, they probably were only an important minority in terms of local
high-value business transactions involving the Han majority at Turfan. How-
ever, as stated in the introduction, this evidence probably does not fully reflect
transactions that took place within the Sogdian diaspora community at Turfan.

ORGANIZATION OF TRADE

Aside from advancing our knowledge about the degree of involvement of
Sogdians in long distance trade. documents found in Turfan provide a rare
opportunity to learn about merchant activities and organization. One item of
information spelled out in the documents that hints at the trade patterns of
merchants is their residence status according to the Tang government. Some
merchants were considered to be itinerant traders without any sort of stable residence
in the Tang Empire. An example is the “merchant western barbarian™ (xing-
sheng hu B Kang Wupoyan HERSHEEE . His home is specifically spelled
out as Samargand (Kangguo HEE). He is mentioned in a contract selling a
camel to a Tang soldier at Turfan (Xizhou Efﬂ), which was more than 1,000
kilometers from home.” Other Sogdians are considered to be foreigners, but
they are recognized to have taken up temporary residence in a Tang empire city.
An example is the previously mentioned brothers surnamed Cao. who were con-
sidered western barbarians (hu) and did not speak Chinese, but resided in the
capital of Chang’an. Another unrelated pair of traders, Cao Bisuo W and
Cao Guoyi WH# . are described as “Western Barbarians, temporarily residing
in the capital. They have family members there.””" Finally, some of the Sog-
dian merchants were considered Tang subjects with permanent residency. like
those in Turfan’s Chonghua Township. An example of this is Shi Ran-
dian, who was a Tang subject living at Turfan (Xizhou baixing PSMERE ). He

“ Yamamoto and lkeda 1987: no. 1-34. Sogdians appear as buyers or sellers in contracts

no. 3 (509 C.E.), no. 9 (637 C.E.), no. 13 (638 C.E.), no. 29 (673 C.E.), no. 31 (731 C.E.),
no. 32 (733 C.E.), and no. 33 (741 C.E.).

M H4TAM35:21 in TCWS 7:389-00: Yamamoto and lkeda 1987: no. 29.

" 66TAMGIL: 17(b), 23(b), 27/2, 27/1(b), 22(b). 26(b), 27/5(b). 24(b), 16(b). 25 in TCWS
6:470-9. For the Cao brothers, refer to pt. 3. In 7; Huang 1983: 353. For the latter pair of
traders, see pt. 2. In 10-1 of the document.
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was entitled to use a high-ranking Tang military prestige title, which probably
indicates that he had performed meritorious military service and provides fur-
ther evidence of his integration into Tang society.” Another document mentions
that he had a house and a wife, children, and other relatives who resided there
permanently.” The dilferences in status of these traders probably point to vari-
ations in their assimilation into Tang society. Some merchants put down per-
manent roots in an adopted land. but others remained itinerant and never
learned the Chinese language. The latter relied on translators who are also men-
tioned in the documents.”™

Despite dilferences in residence status, the merchant caravans depicted in
Tang travel documents exhibited some similar characteristics. In all cases mer-
chants are noted to be travelling with pack animals, which normally were don-
keys, horses, or camels. It is not clear whether they hired the animals or owned
them. The previously mentioned merchant, Shi Randian, may have owned his
pack animals because separate documents from 732 and 733 mention the same
numbers of donkeys. We might expect the number to vary if he had been hir-
ing them based upon the amount of merchandise on hand at a particular time.
The document from 733 notes the addition of a horse and mule. He appears to
have recently bought the horse because there also is an extant contract for the
purchase of one in 733.” The merchants are noted as being accompanied by
male and female slaves, male laborers (zuoren TEA), who probably were pack
animal drivers, and in one case a retainer (hiezou H3#).7 Slavery was accepted
in Sogdian and Chinese society.” It is not always clear whether the slaves in

7 Appendix 1, T7, In 20. The prestige title was Mobile Corps Commander ( youji jiang jun
R ), which indicates a rank of 5b2. See Rotours 1974: 101.

7 T3TAMS09:8/9(a) in TCWS 9:44-7.

™ See for example the merchants T1-T5 in Appendix 1 who relied on the translator Di
Nanipan ®#{F# (pt. 1, In 2. the name was pronounced Na-ni’-p'an in Early Middle
Chinese, see Pulleyblank 1991a). Although the surname usually is attributed to the original




inhabitants of Turfan (see Table 6), Hansen (2002) points out that his given name may be a
transliteration of Sogdian meaning “glory of the female deity Nana™. Could Di be the son of
a Han father and Sogdian mother? If Di was not of Sogdian descent, is this evidence for
Pelliot’s hypothesis that Sogdian was a lingua franca on the Silk Road (see note 1 above)?

" The horse was purchased in a contract dated 733 (73TAMS09:8/10 in TCWS 9:48-9).
Shi Randian is noted as traveling with the horse and mule in 733 (73TAMS09:8/9(a) in
TCWS 9:44-7), but not in 732 (Appendix I: T7).

" Laborers and a retainer can be seen in Appendix I: T15, In. 172. For laborers and slaves
see Appendix L. T1-5.

7 On slavery in Sogdia, see Frye 1996, 195. For Tang China, see Johnson 1979, 28-9.
Chinese and Sogdian language contracts from Turfan demonstrate that Han and Sogdians
were involved in transactions involving slaves. An example of a Chinese contract is the
“merchant western barbarian” (vinghu ##) Mi Lushan 31l who sold the slave girl
Shimaner %5, age 11, to Tang Rong W% from the capital district (Jingzhao Superior
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the travel parties were meant to be sold, which as we will see below was com-
mon, or served the labor or sexual needs of merchants while on the road. The
wealthy Han travellers in Appendix I normally journeyed with slaves who pre-
sumably were domestic servants. Some merchants may have done the same. The
term zuoren is peculiar to the Turfan documents, and people with this designa-
tion are known 1o have done a number of menial jobs besides working for mer-
chants. Zuoren, as used in the documents, could simply mean “laborers.” as
translated above. However. the possibility exists that the term was used to des-
ignate Sogdians belonging to the lowest free social stratum of their homeland,
which was divided into noble, merchant and worker classes.™ This problem requires
further study.

The travel itineraries of these merchants can be divided into long, medium,
and short haul routes. Some traders appear to have travelled the entire distance
between Sogdia and central China, or extensive portions of it. A travel permit
from Turfan issued w a group of merchants who needed the aid of an inter-
preter mentions that they came from the “west,” possibly indicating Sogdia. and
planned to go to the capital, Chang’an.” This would indicate a distance of over
3,500 kilometers. The previously mentioned Cao Bisuo and Cao Guoyi, who
were lemporary residents of the Tang capital, are described as going from
Kucha to Gongyue 73H —near the Yili River on the frontier between East and
West Turkestan—and then heading further west, possibly to Sogdia.” However,
two others in their travel party who also were residents of the capital, Cao
Yanyan and Li Shaojin, headed back to Kucha."' Their circuit appears to have
been limited to trade between Chang’an and East Turkestan, but this was still
a distance of about 2,500 kilometers.

A medium haul merchant seems 10 be Shi Randian of Turfan. Like Cao
Yanyan and Li Shaojin, he apparently operated along circumscribed travel itin-
eraries. His travel permit mentions that he came from Kucha (Anxi F-qicl ) in the
Tarim Basin to carry out trade in Gua Prefecture (Guazhou JIUH) in north-
western Gansu, a distance of more than 1,000 kilometers. The permit allowed
him to journey from Guazhou returning west to Kucha via the Iron Pass near

Prefecture Jingzhaofu HARK ) in 731 (73 TAMS09:8/12-1(a), 8/12-2(a) in TCWS 9:26-8;
Yamamoto and Lkeda 1987, no. 31). For the Sogdian language contract for the sale of a slave
dated 639, see Yoshida and Moriyasu 1988; Vaissiére 2002: 165-6.

™ On Sogdian social classes, see Frye 1996: 195. On the term zuoren and its usage in the
Turfan documents, see Sheng 1998: 140.

™ Appendix Lt T1-5.

¥ On the location of Gongyue, see Yan 1985, 2:602-5.

8 66TAMGI: 17(b). 23(b). 27/2, 27/1(b). 22(b). 26(b). 27/5(b). 24(b), 16(b), 25 in TCWS
6:470-9; Huang 1983,
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Karashahr. We do not know whether he reached Kucha on this occasion, but
official notations on the permit indicale that he traveled at least as far as Hami
(Yizhou ) and engaged in trade at Dunhuang (Shazhou W) and Hami
Another government document, lestimony of guarantors on a certificate of own-
ership prepared for a business trip from Turfan to Hami, demonstrates that Shi
planned to return to the latter city in the first lunar month of 733.%

Other merchants were involved in even shorter distance travel of around 200
kilometers. Two of them are mentioned as travelling between Turfan and Luntai
ﬁ! (near modern Urumchi), which was in the grasslands on the southern rim
of the Jungarian Basin. Shih Jisi was driving 200 sheep and six cows south
from Luntai, presumably to sell in Turfan, which was too hot and lacked grass-
lands for livestock breeding. The other. Kang Dazhi, was going north to Luntai
to collect debts. A third short haul merchant, Mi Xunzhi 238 was going o
Turfan from Ting Prefecture (Tingzhou M or Beshbalig), also on the south-
ern rim of the Jungarian Basin. Like Shih Jisi. his goods all appear 10 be “prod-
ucts” of pastoral nomads: fifteen sheep, one camel, a male slave, age fifteen,
and a female slave, age twelve. The latter two had foreign names, and might
have recently been purchased [rom pastoral nomadic tribes.™ Sims-Williams has
proposed that Sogdian trade was limited to shorter routes by the eighth century.
However, the data are too limited to draw firm conclusions about chronology.™

Although these travel documents give us some information about Sogdian
trade patterns. thev do not provide direct evidence on how merchants were orea-
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nized—whether as independent peddlers, members of trade guilds, or partners
in commercial associations—because this kind of information was not required

by the officials who composed the documents.* Nevertheless, some clues about
organization can be gleaned from the Tang documents and the earlier fourth
century Sogdian Ancient Letters. Ancient Letter II, composed in Gansu and sent

* Appendix I: T7.

S T3TAMS09:8/9(a) in TCWS 9:44-7.

* For short-haul merchants Kang Dazhi and Shih Jisi, see Appendix I: T10, T15. For Mi
Xunzhi, see T3TAM221:5 in TCWS 7:8-9. On the locations of Ting Prefecture and Luntai.
see Yan 1983, 2:602-5. For the climate and ecology of Turfan and the Jungarian Basin, see
Lattimore 1951: 153: 1975: 36-7. 199,

* Sims-Williams 1996: 60. Most of the surviving travel permits and certificates of own-
ership involving merchant trips are clustered around the 680s and 730s, and it is not possible
to detect any strong chronological trends in this data. For example, the earliest and latest
Journeys, Mi Xunzhi in 648 (73TAM221:5 in TCWS 7:8-9) and Shih Jisi in 733 (Appendix I:
I'15). were along short haul routes.

= All three types of merchant organizations are known in later periods. For peddlers, see
Steensgaard 1973: 22-59. On associations, see Rossabi 1990: 354-5. On guilds, see Mauro
1990.
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to Samargand, appears to describe a situation in which a wealthy merchant in
Sogdia directed the activities of his agent and sub-agents in East Turkestan and
China.” Presumably the wealthy merchant in Sogdia supplied capital, decided
upon general trade strategy, retained the bulk of profits, and was responsible for
losses. On the other hand, Ancient Letter V depicts the activities of a person
called a sartpdw operating in northwestern China. Grenel and de la Vaissiére
argue, based on the small quantities of goods involved, that the sartpiw was a
small-time caravan leader (Grenet, Sims-Williams and Vaissiere 1998: 98, 101).

In seventh and eighth century Tang Chinese documents from Turfan the
activities of a number of Sogdian merchants are visible. but there is no way to
determine the extent to which control of trade may have remained in Sogdia. In
cases where there is some evidence, traders appear to be itinerant peddlers who
worked for themselves. An example of this are merchants who traveled in small
caravans made up only of their laborers andfor slaves, such as the previously
mentioned short and medium haul traders. They all worked on routes in Tang
controlled territory and did not deal in luxury goods that would have required
financing or supply from Sogdia. Their failure to travel with other merchants
highlights their self-reliance and demonstrates the relative safety ol routes in
Tang territory in some periods, such as the early 730s when Shi Randian was
operating in Gansu and East Turkestan.™

Al least one larger caravan appears to have been made up of independent
merchants brought together for self-protection. The late seventh century travel
party of Li Shaojin, Cao Yanyan, Cao Bisuo, and Cao Guoyi went from Kucha
to Gongyue. They apparently were independent peddlers because Cao Yanyan
loaned silk to Li Shaojin, which shows that they did not have a joint operation.
Also, the former two merchants headed back to Kucha while the latter two con-
tinued to the west, demonstrating that the common journey to Gongyue was
born out of a desire for mutual protection rather than some sort of joint ven-
ture.” What may have brought independent peddlers into larger caravans was
political instability in East Turkestan during the 670s and 680s when the Tang
and Tibet fought over this territory. The one large caravan noted in the travel
permit documents also dates from this period.”

7 See Harmatta 1979: Sims-Williams 1985: 2001: 47-49: Grenet and Sims-Williams,
1987: Vaissiere 2002: 53-5.

% In the 730s major attacks against Tang territory occurred to the north of the Tianshan
mountains and to the far west in the Pamir Mountains (Beckwith 1987: 108-21).

* For the citation to the document. see note 68.

“ For the other large caravan, a group of merchants traveling together from the “west” to
the “capital” (Chang’an), see Appendix 1, T1-5. Although it is not stated directly that they
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The testimony of a guarantor on the certificate of ownership for Shi Ran-
dian’s business trip to Hami provides some information about the relationship
between the settlers and the itinerant merchants in the Sogdian trade diaspora.
In this document Tang authorities required Shi Randian to have a compatriot
guarantee that he had a house and family and had not gained the use of his
employees, slave and pack animals under false pretenses. The guarantor alse
had to pledge to be responsible for Shi’s taxes if he did not return” In a travel
permit dating to 685, a group of Sogdians and Bactrians coming [rom the west
who needed the assistance of a translator, had five guarantors who were Tang
subjects (baixing) from various Tang cities in East Turkestan. Four of the five
guarantors have Sogdian names.” Most likely the guarantors were merchants
who knew one another through business activity and happened to be congre-
gating in the city where the permit was drafted. This demonstrates that long d
merchants (those requesting travel permit) had contacts with those who had

nce



local residences (the guarantors), and that settlers in the trade diaspora assisted
their brethren from abroad in dealing with local authorities. We also can sup-
pose that Sogdian settlers provided lodging and supplies to travelling mer-
chants.” Contacts with Sogdian settlers in the diaspora would have been invalu-
able to merchants as they negotiated trade circuits between East and West Asia.

GOODS TRADED

It has long been recognized that goods were exchanged between eastern and
western Eurasia. The typical approach to this problem among modern scholars
has been to rely upon the writings ol premodern authors to identify the imports
and their origins, but this method has limitations because the traditional authors
were as ignorant about how goods were transported as the typical modern con-
sumer.” Archaeological excavations also can provide information about imports,
but not their modes of transmission. The documents found at Turfan help to advance
research by identifying some of the goods that Sogdians traded along the Silk

are traveling together, they appear to be doing so because they have the same destination and
also the same guarantors to prove that their story is true. On fighting in the Tarim Basin in
the 670s and 680s, see note 49 above.

U TATAMS09:8%(a) in TCWS 9:44-7. The first part of this document has been lost, so we
do not know the surname of the guarantor. However, he may have been a Sogdian because
we know that his given name was Ranwu ) (pronounced Niam-mut in Early Middle
Chinese. see Pulleyblank 1991a). This name definitely is non-Han and its closeness to Shi
Randian’s leads me to surmise that it also is Sogdian, but this requires further study.

“ Appendix 1. TI-5.

“ For evidence of a Sogdian innkeeper, see note 41.

“* The most comprehensive study of weslern goods that arrived in China is Schaler 1963,
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https://books.google.ca/books?
id=044MAQAAMAAJ&focus=searchwithinvolume&q=%22In+731+the+Sogdian+merchant+Mi+Lushan+s
old+an+eleven-year-old+girl+to+a%22

(1.) In 673 a company commander (duizheng [ 1F) bought a camel for fourteen
bolts of silk from Kang Wupoyan Bf 5 85E," a non-resident merchant from Samar-
kand (Kangzhou FF ().

(2) In 731 the Sogdian merchant Mi Lushan sold an eleven-year-old girl 1o a
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an+bought+a+yong+Sogdian-+girl+in+639%22

maintain their identity as 2 group even in the first years they moved to a new site.™

The existence of a full-time Manichean priesthood at Turfan during the seventh and
cighth centuries seems much less likely. The Chinese-language texts from Astana say
little about Manichean beliefs among the non-Chinese population, but the four German
expeditions to Turfan found several Manichean libraries at the beginning of the
twentieth century.” The many manuscripts are not dated, but some use archaic liturgical
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https://books.google.ca/books?
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are Central Asian; the slaves. names look as though they were transliterated into Chi-
nese from another language, quite possibly Sogdian, The list is intriguing: what were all
these people doing in a single household? Wu Zhen offers a daring reading: “of course
the male and female slaves could have undergone training of various types - like
listening and speaking basic Chinese, becoming familiar with Chinese manners and
customs, and even learning some types of tasks — at the hands of the musicians and
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widows. Recruitment of Turko-Mongol soldiers will be discussed in chapter 8, but
here it is pertinent to discuss demand for other types of labor. One merchant driving
livestock from the Jungarian Basin also was bringing two young slaves with foreign
names (Skaff 2003, 492-9, n. 49, 508). Definitive evidence of a Turkic slave in Xizhou
comes from a legal deposition in a case from 665 in which a female "Tiirk slave” with
a Chinese name meaning Spring Fragrance (Chunxiang) testified concerning the rob-
bery ofher Han master’s household. Apparently she had not learned to speak Chinese
because the court employed a translator (66TAM61:22(a) and 66TAM61:23(a),
27/1(a),27/2(a) in TCWS 6:462-3,465; TCWS —plates 3:238-9). Turkic peoples,
like Spring Fragrance, were not the only slaves in Xizhou. For example, the sale of a
Sogdian girl is documented in 639 on the eve of the Tang conquest ( Yoshida 2003).
Though the prevalence of slaves imported from Sogdia or the steppe is unknown, law
and custom in China and Inner Asia condoned slavery (Golden 2001; Johnson 1979,
28-9). In the Tang realm Inner Asian slaves are known to have worked as herders,
guards, translators, and dancers, and probably performed other tasks too (Hansen
1995, 41-2; Schafer 1963,42-7).

Wage laborers also might come to Xizhou from the nearby steppe. In 762 a tem-
porary resident (xingke) of unknown foreign origin hired a “commoner of the
Chumi tribe” named Kang Shifen. Kang was driving an ox-cart for his employer
when he injured two eight-year-old Sogdian children who had been playing outside
of an inn, and as a result he ended up in a Tang court. He testified that the mishap
was the result of his inexperience with the ox-cart (73 TAMS509:8/1(a), 8/2(a) in
TCWS 9:130; TCWS —plates 329-33; Hansen 2005, 297; Wu 2002, 12). Kang’s
status as commoner indicates that he was considered a subject of the empire under
the direct jurisdiction of his tribe. The Chumi were Turkic pastoral nomads, inhab-
iting the Tianshan Mountains and Jungarian basin to the north of Turfan, who had
given allegiance to the Tang as a bridle tribe in the mid-seventh century.” Kang
Shifen evidently took advantage of his inclusion in the Tang polity to pursue
employment in the city of Xizhou.

Kang's deposition does not mention a translator, so perhaps he was bilingual in
Chinese and Turkic languages. Turfan documents provide direct indications of mul-
tilingualism in the population of Xizhou. Di Fuzhi[...] and a Sogdian, He Deli, trans-
lated between Turkic and Chinese (72TAM188:85 in TCWS 8:87; TCWS—plates
4:41). Another person, Di Na'nifan, translated for Sogdian traders (Hansen 2008,
296). Di Fuzhi[.. .] and Di Na'nifan have curious names. The surname Di is associ-
ated with the indigenous pre-Han inhabitants of Turfan, but their given namesappear
to be transliterations from Sogdian. Fuzhi corresponds to “Buti-" a Sogdian prefix to
names meaning “Buddha.” Na'nifan is equivalent to Nanai-farn, literally, “glory to the
goddess Nanai”(Yoshida and Kageyama 2005, 305-6). All of the translators appear
to be at least partially Sogdian and trilingual in Chinese, Turkic, and Sogdian.

There also are signs that others in Xizhou and the surrounding region had full or
partial mastery of two languages. The case of the Tiirk slave, Spring Fragrance, who
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names, such as Kang, getting invelved
in all the fields of Tang social life.

Obviously many of them were mer-
chants: around the main markets of
the capitals, Chang'an and Luoyang,
Sogdian temples, Sogdian taverns, and
Sogdian shops flourished. They sold to
the Tang elite the Western goods that
were then A la mode [Schafer 1963].
Many young nobles or drunken poets
celebrated the charms of the Sogdian
girls, and the most famous of them, Li
Bo, wrote:

That Western hour with features like a
flower

She stands by the wine-warmer, and
laughs with the breath of spring

Laughs with the breath of spring,

Dances in a dress of gauzel

Will you be going some where, milord,
now, before you are drunk?

[transl. Schafer 1963, p. 21]

It was not just merchants, but soldiers,
monks, and high or low officials who
were of Sogdian descent. We have seen
that the sons and grandsons of Shi
Shewu served in the army. To quote
another example, the New History of
the Tang describes the family of An
Chongzhang, Minister of War from 767
to 777. His ancestors were sabao in
Wuwei (Gansu) during three genera-
tions. At the fourth generation, a mem-
ber of the family An Xinggui became
“Wude-era meritous servant” and from
then on the family belonged to the ad-
ministration: the sixth-generation An
Zhongjing was military Vice-commis-
sary-in-chief of Hexi, and An Chong-
zhang was the leading member of the
seventh generation.

Research on such materials is just be-
ginning. Many funerary epitaphs of the
Tang period should be used to under-
stand the rapid pace of the sinicization
of the Segdians that took place under
the Tang. It is already clear though that
the rebellion of An Lushan is a major
stage in this process. An Lushan was
the main military governor of north-
eastern China on the frontier with Ko-
rea and the Kitans. His father was a
Sogdian installed in the Turk Empire
and his mother was Turk; his first name
is a straight transcription of the Sogdian
Rokhshan, "luminous” (the same as
Roxane, Alexander’s wife). He estab-
lished himself as a young boy in north-
eastern China, acted as a translator

there in the markets, became a sol-
dier and climbed from the rank and
file to the top of the army. His rebel-
lion in 755 nearly destroyed the Tang
dynasty and put an end to one of
China‘s Golden Ages. The rebellion
was quelled only in 763 with the help
of the Uighur nomads.

The rebellion has been described as if
it was only a military coup by autono-
mous and very powerful armies
[Pulleyblank, 1955]. The Sogdian iden-
tity of the rebels has never been in-
vestigated as such. Yet many texts de-
scribed it as a Sogdian rebellion and
described how many Sogdian traders
supported An Lushan. Furthermore,
some new discoveries prove that this
idea was not due to a xenophobic bias
in the Chinese descriptions of the re-
velt but in a way was something
claimed by the rebels themselves: Shi
Seming, the second successor of An
Lushan, himself a Sogdian, put the
Sogdian royal title of Jamuk (Jewel,
transcribed Zhaowu in Chinese) on par
with Huangdi on his recently discov-
ered ceremonial jades. The troaps of
the rebels bore the Sogdian name of
Zhejie, a fair transcription of the
Sogdian Chakar “professional soldier”
[de la Vaissiére 2004, forthcoming].

The Sogdian milieu was torn apart by
the rebellion, many Sogdians in China
siding with the Tang. But from then on
the Sogdians in China began to con-
ceal their foreign origins. Maybe the
clearest example is An Chongzhang,
the Minister of War. In 756 he asked
for the authorization to change his fam-
ily name, "being ashamed to bear the
same name” as An Lushan. He became
Li Baoyu and the exchange was retro-
active: his ancestors’ family name
changed also [Forte 1995, pp. 24-7].
There are many other examples of this
kind of social hiding. To the degree that
we can follow the destiny of some
Sogdian families in Northern China up
to the ninth century, we see that their
great days are already by then gone.
The pace of sinicization grew faster for
security reasons, while the interna-
tional trade with its new waves of im-
migrants was totally disrupted in the
second half of the eighth century and
reborn only on a very low level, if at
all, during the ninth century. The Per-
sian traders, arriving by sea in the main
harbaers of Southern China, became the
main traders of the age. This was the

end of one millennium of a Sogdian
presence in China.
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CHAPTER FIVE

the buyer. And lest the people should not be of good faith, a private

contract has been concluded; the two parties heing in accord, the

fingers have been drawn in wimness thereof.

the proprietor of the silk

the proprietor of the horse, assistant to the head of militia Kang Sili,

34 years old

the guarantor authorized hu Luoyena @ s jfE, 40 ve

the guarantor authorized fe An Dahan % i @, 45

the guarantor ordinary citizen of Turfan Shi Zachan & 8 #, 50 years

old®
All of the persons mentioned in this contract have Sogdian names,
but some are more integrated than others: two Sogdians are con-
sidered to belong to the “one hundred families” (B3 baixing, ren-
dered here by “ordinary citizen™) of Turfan, two are authorized, and
the status of the seller, head of the milita, leads one to think that
he too is authorized. For these nationals of the Middle Kingdom,

E

the contract was composed in Chinese. These differences in status
are met with again in the only Sogdian commercial contract known

at present, dated to 639. It specifies that:

And this slave contract will be presentable with effect o whomsoever
of the people, itinerant or resident,™ 1o the king and to his officers,
and this, by whomsoever shall take or have this girl’s contract.

The travelling hu were foreigners in the eyes of the Chinese. They
had to request an authorization in order to circulate and paid com-
mercial taxes on transactions, without owing corvées. Sogdian resi-
dents were often employed to guarantee or witness their contracts
in Chinese. Numerous documents attest to their commercial activi-
tics. Thus, among the texts found in the tombs of Astana, fragments
of a lawsuit were extracted from the paper sandals that contained
them." The litigation was brought by Cao Lushan B 4% Y and Cao
Bisuo & # two Sogdian merchants, against Li Shaojin 2 58 i,

a Chinese merchant from the ('Et}']il’d]‘ and concerncd 275 rolls ::IEP{_:-

* Text edited in Yamamoto and Ikeda, 1987, text 52, p. 14,

* The parallel with the Chinese formula is exact | B33,/ %), and it is not cer-
tain that the similar (but not identical) formula found in the document from Mount
Mugh Nov. 3, verso, lines 9-10 (Li 1962, pp. 23 and 25-6)—which now pos-
sesses a Bactrian parallel (Sims-Williams, i—covers exactly the same
content. [ thank Ilya Yakubovich for his ohservations on this subjec

0 Tkeda (1981, p. 79) and E. Lubo-Lesnicenko (1994, p. give the con-
tents. The document is published in Tulyfon chutu wenshu, VI, pp. 470478,
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Range of Actwity and Social Hierarchy among the Merchants

The majority of Sogdian merchants were probably small merchants,
completing a circuit between three or four towns over some hundreds
of kilometers. In 648, Mi Xunzhi 3 # ﬁ, of Beshbalik, rt:qu:‘.st(-d
a trading permit: 31 years old, he wished to go to the market at
Turfan with two slaves (a boy of 15 years and a girl of 12}, an 8-
year-old Tiirk camel and 15 sheep.® In 732-3, the Sogdian Shi

andian & ¥ B a resident of Turfan, asked the Chinese admin-
istration for a passport in order to he able to travel from town to
town: he travelled between Turfan, Hami and Dunhuang.” Already
at the tme of the Ancient Letters certain merchants specialized in trav-
elling the Gansu-Loulan route.

But others planned journeys of much greater distance. Without
mentioning the case of Maniakh, who mounted an expedition from
the Altai to Byzantium, and to whom I will return at greater length
below,™ it is enough to recall the case of Nanai-vandak, who wrote
to Samarkand from Guzang/Wuwei, and to compare it with the
lawsuit of the Cao family against the Chinese merchant Li of Chang’an:
the range of activity in this instance was from Almalig, in the I
valley north of the Tianshan, to Chang’an, which is not exactly local!
Moreover, the transaction concerned 275 rolls of silk, or about the
equivalent of 15 kg of pure silver, a significant sum.** The docu-
ments from Turfan occasionally show the nvolvement in transac-
tions of Sogdians who had come directly from Sogdiana:

The fourth year Ximnheng, the twelfth month, the twelfth day, in the
prefecture of Xi T the commander Du #£ of the government of
Qianting BT B B, [.. ] has bought, in paying 14 rolls of finished silk
to Kang Wupoyan BE & B B xing sheng fe B % 8 of the country of
Kang B, a good vellow camel 10 years of age .. .

Certain merchants, morcover, signed Chinese documents in Sogdian.™

Lastly, the Arabic texts which mention Sogdian merchants show them

ims-Williams, 1992b, p. 53, and Grenet, 2000,
ang Bogin, 1994, p. 187.

= Tkeda, 1981, p. 78

# Bee chapter VIIL, pp. 227 T

“ Bee below, p. 271, for the calculation of the price of a roll of silk in silver.

Yamamoto and Theda, 1987, text 29, p. 13

“ See Gernet, 1957, pp. 357-60, and Yamamoto and lkeda, 1987, no. 33, p. 207,

and pl. 27.
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to the Chinese. All of these products were rare and pre

brass, produced in Persia.®® The Sogdians had an important silver
mine in Cac.” Saffron could have come from neighboring Tukharistan,
which produced it in abundance.”

To this list must be added musk, which the Sngrlians traded from
the time of the Ancient Letters, and which is mentioned again as the
commodity carricd by a Sogdian merchant in China in a text by
Abii Zayd written at the beginning of the 10th century.

We must also include slaves. The only Sogdian sales contract from
Turfan is concerned with the sale of a young girl from Turkestan.
Sogdian slaves are mentioned on several occasions in the documents
from Turfan. Above all, in the C se capitals the Sogdians spe-
clalized in the importation of young female servers, musicians, singers
and dancers who pleased the fashionable quarters of Chang’an.

To the west, a Byzantine text notes that the silk trade occupied
the primary position among the enterprises conducted by Sogdian
merchants. Archacological excavations also indicate the role played
in Sogdian commerce by the export of Sogdian and Sassanid silver
tableware. On the edge of the forests of the Upper Volga, these
ohjects were exchanged for Baltic amber, furs and slaves™ Such
dishes are also found in China.

What emerges from these lists is that Sogdian commerce was not
specialized—rather, the Sogdians traded everything that could have
value in Inner Asia. It is a fact that at certain times these very
diverse products were principally exchanged for silk.

The Status of Silk in Sogdian Trade

The distinctive role of silk in Sogdian commerce is connected to its
function as money in China. In fact, monetary circulation in China
acted according to a very different model from that which prevailed
in the West, Together with a metallic currency without intrinsic value

# For each of these products, see Laufer, 1919, and Schafer, 1963,

9 Burjakov, 1974, pp. 102-7, points out that production at the mine in Ca@
began well before the Muslim penod and grew strongly in the 7th century.

' Ibn Hawgqal, trans. Kramers and Wiet, p. 458: “Saffron in abundance is found
from Washjird and Shuman as far as Quwadhivan, and is exported to a great num-
ber of regions and countries.”

¥ Bee below, chap. VIII, pp. 249-253.
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was entitled to use a high-ranking Tang military prestige title, which probably
indicates that he had performed meritorious military service and provides fur-
ther evidence of his integration into Tang society.” Another document mentions
that he had a house and a wife, children, and other relatives who resided there
permanently.” The differences in status of these traders probably point to vari-
ations in their assimilation into Tang society. Some merchants put down per-
manent roots in an adopted land, but others remained itinerant and never
learned the Chinese language. The latter relied on translators who are also men-
tioned in the documents.™

Despite differences in residence status, the merchant caravans depicted in
Tang travel documents exhibited some similar characteristics. In all cases mer-
chants are noted to be travelling with pack animals, which normally were don-
keys, horses, or camels. It is not clear whether they hired the animals or owned
them. The previously mentioned merchant, Shi Randian, may have owned his
pack animals because separate documents from 732 and 733 mention the same
numbers of donkeys. We might expect the number to vary if he had been hir-
ing them based upon the amount of merchandise on hand at a particular time.
The document from 733 notes the addition of a horse and mule. He appears to
have recently bought the horse because there also is an extant contract for the
purchase of one in 733." The merchants are noted as being accompanied by
male and female slaves, male laborers (zuoren {F.A), who probably were pack
animal drivers, and in one case a retainer (biezou 513%).7¢ Slavery was accepted
in Sogdian and Chinese society.” It is not always clear whether the slaves in

" Appendix 1, T7, In 20, The prestige title was Mobile Corps Commander (youji jiangjun
8, which indicates a rank of 5b2, See Rotours 1974; 101.

" 73ITAMS09:8/9(a) in TCWS 9:44-7.

™ See for example the merchants T1-T5 in Appendix I who relied on the translator Di
Nanipan ##UGE (pt. 1, In 2, the name was pronounced Na"-ni’-p'an in Early Middle
Chinese, see Pulleyblank 1991a). Although the surname usually is ateributed to the original
inhabitants of Turfan (see Table 6), Hansen (2002) points out that his given name may be a
transliteration of Sogdian meaning “glory of the female deity Nana”. Could Di be the son of
a Han father and Sogdian mother? Il Di was not of Sogdian descent, is this evidence for
Pelliot’s hypothesis that Sogdian was a lingua franca on the Silk Road (see note 1 above)?

5 The horse was purchased in a contract dated 733 (73TAMS09:8/10 in TCWS 9:48-9).
Shi Randian is noted as traveling with the horse and mule in 733 (73TAMS09:8/9(a) in
TCWS 9:44-7), but not in 732 (Appendix I: T7).

" Laborers and a retainer can be seen in Appendix I: T15, In, 172. For laborers and slaves
see Appendix I, TI-5.

77 On slavery in Sogdia, see Frye 1996, 195, For Tang China, see Johnson 1979, 28-9.
Chinese and Sogdian language contracts from Turfan demonstrate that Han and Sogdians
were involved in transactions invelving slaves. An example of a Chinese contract is the
“merchant western barbarian” (vinghy ##) Mi Lushan ¥#ill who sold the slave girl
Shimaner %#%, age 11, to Tang Rong W% from the capital district (Jingzhao Superior
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the travel parties were meant to be sold, which as we will see below was com-
mon, or served the labor or sexual needs of merchants while on the road. The
wealthy Han travellers in Appendix I normally journeyed with slaves who pre-
sumably were domestic servants. Some merchants may have done the same. The
term zuoren is peculiar to the Turfan documents, and people with this designa-
tion are known to have done a number of menial jobs besides working for mer-
chants. Zuoren, as used in the documents, could simply mean “laborers,” as
translated above. However, the possibility exists that the term was used to des-
ignate Sogdians belonging to the lowest free social stratum of their homeland,
which was divided into noble, merchant and worker classes.” This problem requires
further study.

The travel itineraries of these merchants can be divided into long, medium,
and short haul routes, Some traders appear to have travelled the entire distance
between Sogdia and central China, or extensive portions of it. A travel permit
from Turfan issued to a group of merchants who needed the aid of an inter-
preter mentions that they came from the “west,” possibly indicating Sogdia, and
planned to go to the capital, Chang’an.” This would indicate a distance of over
3,500 kilometers. The previously mentioned Cao Bisuo and Cao Guoyi, who
were temporary residents of the Tang capital, are described as going from
Kucha to Gongyue ™l —near the Yili River on the frontier between East and
West Turkestan—and then heading further west, possibly to Sogdia.*” However,
two others in their travel party who also were residents of the capital, Cao
Yanyan and Li Shaojin, headed back to Kucha.®' Their circuit appears to have
been limited to trade between Chang’an and East Turkestan, but this was still
a distance of about 2,500 kilometers.

A medium haul merchant seems to be Shi Randian of Turfan. Like Cao
Yanyan and Li Shaojin, he apparently operated along circumscribed travel itin-
eraries. His travel permit mentions that he came from Kucha (Anxi %7) in the
Tarim Basin to carry out trade in Gua Prefecture (Guazhou IIH!) in north-
western Gansu, a distance of more than 1,000 kilometers. The permit allowed
him to journey from Guazhou returning west to Kucha via the Iron Pass near

Prefecture Jingzhaofu FJEKF) in 731 (73TAMS09:8/12-1(a), 8/12-2(a) in TCWS 9:26-8;
Yamamoto and Ikeda 1987, no. 31). For the Sogdian language contract for the sale of a slave
dated 639, see Yoshida and Moriyasu 1988; Vaissiére 2002: 165-6.

™ On Sogdian social classes, see Frye 1996: 195. On the term zuoren and its usage in the
Turfan documents, see Sheng 1998: 140.

™ Appendix I T1-5.

% On the location of Gongyue, see Yan 1985, 2:602-5.

M 66TAMSG1: 17(b), 23(b), 27/2, 27/1(b), 22(b), 26(b), 27/5(b), 24(b), 16(b), 25 in TCWS
6:470-9; Huang 1983,
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Karashahr. We do not know whether he reached Kucha on this occasion, but
official notations on the permit indicate that he traveled at least as far as Hami
(Yizhou ###{) and engaged in trade at Dunhuang (Shazhou ¥##l) and Hami.®
Another government document, testimony of guarantors on a certificate of own-
ership prepared for a business trip from Turfan to Hami, demonstrates that Shi
planned to return to the latter city in the first lunar month of 733.%

Other merchants were involved in even shorter distance travel of around 200
kilometers. Two of them are mentioned as travelling between Turfan and Luntai
§#% (near modern Urumchi), which was in the grasslands on the southern rim
of the Jungarian Basin. Shih Jisi was driving 200 sheep and six cows south
from Luntai, presumably to sell in Turfan, which was too hot and lacked grass-
lands for livestock breeding. The other, Kang Dazhi, was going north to Luntai
to collect debts. A third short haul merchant, Mi Xunzhi i, was going to
Turfan from Ting Prefecture (Tingzhou EM! or Beshbaliq), also on the south-
ern rim of the Jungarian Basin. Like Shih Jisi, his goods all appear to be “prod-
ucts” of pastoral nomads: fifteen sheep, one camel, a male slave, age fifteen,
and a female slave. age twelve. The latter two had foreign names, and might
have recently been purchased from pastoral nomadic tribes.®™ Sims-Williams has
proposed that Sogdian trade was limited to shorter routes by the eighth century.
However, the data are too limited to draw firm conclusions about chronology .*

Although these travel documents give us some information about Sogdian
trade patterns, they do not provide direct evidence on how merchants were orga-
nized—whether as independent peddlers, members of trade guilds, or partners
in commercial associations—because this kind of information was not required
by the officials who composed the documents.®® Nevertheless, some clues about
organization can be gleaned from the Tang documents and the earlier fourth
century Sogdian Ancient Letters. Ancient Letter II, composed in Gansu and sent

# Appendix I: T7.

5 73TAMS09:8/9(a) in TCWS 9:44-7.

# For short-haul merchants Kang Dazhi and Shih Jisi, see Appendix I: T10, T15. For Mi
Xunzhi, see 73TAM221:5 in TCWS 7:8-9. On the locations of Ting Prefecture and Luntai,
see Yan 1985, 2:602-5. For the climate and ecology of Turfan and the Jungarian Basin, see
Lattimore 1951: 153; 1975: 36-7, 199,

¥ Sims-Williams 1996: 60. Most of the surviving travel permits and certificates of own-
ership involving merchant trips are clustered around the 680s and 730s, and it is not possible
to detect any strong chronological trends in this data. For example, the carliest and latest
journeys, Mi Xunzhi in 648 (73TAM221:5 in TCWS 7:8-9) and Shih Jisi in 733 (Appendix I:
T15), were along short haul routes.

% All three types of merchant organizations are known in later periods, For peddlers, see
Steensgaard 1973: 22-59. On associations, see Rossabi 1990: 354-5. On guilds, see Mauro
1990.


https://justpaste.it/redirect/Korean_History_8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fstable%2F3632829%3Fseq%3D36%23metadata_info_tab_contents

510 JONATHAN KARAM SKAFF

The testimony of a guarantor on the certificate of ownership for Shi Ran-
dian’s business trip to Hami provides some information about the relationship
between the settlers and the itinerant merchants in the Sogdian trade diaspora.
In this document Tang authorities required Shi Randian to have a compatriot
guarantee that he had a house and family and had not gained the use of his
employees, slave and pack animals under false pretenses. The guarantor also
had to pledge to be responsible for Shi's taxes if he did not return.*! In a travel
permit dating to 685, a group of Sogdians and Bactrians coming from the west
who needed the assistance of a translator, had five guarantors who were Tang
subjects (baixing) from various Tang cities in East Turkestan. Four of the five
guarantors have Sogdian names.” Most likely the guarantors were merchants
who knew one another through business activity and happened to be congre-
gating in the city where the permit was drafted. This demonstrates that long distance
merchants (those requesting travel permit) had contacts with those who had
local residences (the guarantors), and that settlers in the trade diaspora assisted
their brethren from abroad in dealing with local authorities. We also can sup-
pose that Sogdian settlers provided lodging and supplies to travelling mer-
chants.” Contacts with Sogdian settlers in the diaspora would have been invalu-
able to merchants as they negotiated trade circuits between East and West Asia.

Goobs TRADED

It has long been recognized that goods were exchanged between eastern and
western Eurasia. The typical approach to this problem among modemn scholars
has been to rely upon the writings of premodern authors to identify the imports
and their origins, but this method has limitations because the traditional authors
were as ignorant about how goods were transported as the typical modern con-
sumer.” Archaeological excavations also can provide information about imports,
but not their modes of transmission. The documents found at Turfan help to advance
research by identifying some of the goods that Sogdians traded along the Silk

are traveling together, they appear to be doing so because they have the same destination and
also the same guarantors to prove that their story is true. On fighting in the Tarim Basin in
the 6705 and 680s, see note 49 above.

9 T3ITAMS509:8/9(a) in TCWS 9:44-7. The first part of this document has been lost, so we
do not know the surname of the guarantor, However, he may have been a Sogdian because
we know that his given name was Ranwu #% (pronounced Niam-mut in Early Middle
Chinese, see Pulleyblank 1991a). This name definitely is non-Han and its closeness to Shi
Randian's leads me to surmise that it also is Sogdian, but this requires further study.

% Appendix I, T1-5.

% For evidence of a Sogdian innkeeper, see note 41.

% The most comprehensive study of western goods that arrived in China is Schafer 1963.
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that apparently would have bypassed Kao-ch’ang. This angered Ch’ii Wen-
t'ai. He and his ally, I-p’i Shad (I-p'i she Z &%) of the Western Turks, at-
tacked Karashahr and sacked its three cities.5% This seems to have preserved
Kao-ch’ang’s monopoly. The incident also demanstrates how closely this trade
was tied to the cooperation of the Western Turks. By 640 Kao-ch’ang was
dealing with Yii-ku Shad AC# 5% also of the Western Turks. The sources tell us
that Yii-ku established a garrison north of the T'ien-shan Mountains that was
meant to monitor Turfan. Ch’i Wen-tai gave Yii-ku money and silk, and the
two parties had a mutual assistance pact. The Turkish garrison and the Kao-
ch’ang kingdom are said to have communicated regularly *” The above evi-
dence demonstrates that the Western Turks monitored the trade going through
Kao-ch’ang and carried out coercive actions against parties that endangered
their profits. This seems to have been a key factor in enhancing the supply of
coins in Turfan up to the T'ang conquest in 6.40.

THE NATURE OF TURFAN'S TRANSIT TRADE
AND ITS RELATION TO SILVER-COIN CIRCULATION

Having established why international trade flourished in Turfan early in
the seventh century, we still need to understand how it was carried out and
how silver coins came to circulate in Turfan. Remarkable fragments of docu-
ments that have survived in Turfan’s tombs help us to solve some of these
problems. An undated Sogdian language contract for the sale of a female slave
from Samarqand mentions that the woman was purchased for “rz0 very pure
struck Persian [silver] dirhems.”®® This contract establishes that Sogdian mer-
chants were involved in transactions at Turfan using Sasanian coins and Sog-
dian slaves were one item that they traded. More extensive information about
the situation in the Kao-ch'ang kingdom can be gleaned from a Chinese lan-
guage record of “scale fees” $8{E#k , which traders involved in a transaction
paid when merchandise was weighed on official scales.®® Chinese scholars ar-

& CTS 198, pp. 5204, 53015 HIS 221A, p. 6221, 221B, p. 6229; Chavannes, Documents, pp.

104, 111,

& CTS 198, p. n2ab; HIS 221B, p. 6223; Chavannes, Documents, p. 10g. The garrison was at
Qaghan Stupa City {#'o-han fu-t'u ch’eng A1iT i3 @ 4%), which, these sources tell us, beeame T'ing
prefecture (T'ing-chou /) and then Pei-t'ing LBZ after the T'ang conquest of the northwest.
It was located north of the T'ien-shan Mountains at an oasis in the grasslands of the southern
Jungarian Basin. Later during Uighur rule, it was known as Beshbaliq. Today the ruined city is
about 125 kilometers east of Urumchi in Chi-mu-sa-erh county.

68 The relevant part of the d is lated in Richard N. Frye, “Sasanian—Central
Asian Connections,” in Amir Harrack, ed., Contacts between Cultures, Volume 1, West Asia and North
Africa (Louiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 19g2), p. 272.

60 79TAM 514:2/1 to 2/11 in TCW5'3, pp. 318-25.

89
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dian trader, Shih Jan-tien f134. A T"ang government travel permit dated
732 gives some idea about his standing in T"ang society and the circuit he
traversed.®® The document refers to him as a T’ang subject residing at Turfan
(Hsi-chou F54fl). He was entitled to use a high-ranking T"ang military prestige
title, which probably indicates that he had performed meritorious military ser-
vice and provides further evidence that the Turfan Sogdians were well inte-
grated into T’ang society.®* Shih Jan-tien was traveling with two Sogdian
assistants, a slave, and ten donkeys. The pack animals must have carried his
goods. The travel permit allowed him to journey west from Kua prefecture
(Kua-chou I\ f1{) in northwestern Kansu to Kucha (An-hsi % 7H) in the Tarim
Basin via the Iron Pass near Karashahr, a distance of more than 1,000 kilome-
ters. We do not know whether he reached Kucha on this occasion, but official
notations on the permit indicate that he traveled at least as far as Hami (I chou
f#11) and engaged in trade at Tun-huang (Sha-chou #%#f{) and Hami. Anoth-
er government document allowing him to travel to Hami for trade demon-
strates that he planned to return to that city in the first lunar month of 733.
Business must have been going well for him because he now had a horse and
mule in addition to his ten donkeys.®> A private contract shows that he had
just purchased the horse in Turfan for eighteen rolls of silk on the fifth day of
the same month . Since the contract was drawn up in Turfan and he planned
to travel to Hami, on this occasion he was heading east. His travels to the east
and west demonstrate circuitous trading patterns.

Shih Jan-tien’s permit to travel to Hami provides some information about
the relationship between the settlers and the itinerant merchants in the Sogdi-
an trade diaspora. To obtain the permit, Shih Jan-tien needed to have a com-
patriot guarantee that he had a house and family and had not gained the use of
his employees, slave and pack animals under false pretenses. The guarantor
also had to pledge to be responsible for Shih’s taxes if he did not return.®" This
demonstrates that settled people in the trade diaspora assisted their mobile
brethren in dealing with local authorities. We also can suppose that they pro-

93 9 TAMgpog:8/15 in TCWS g, pp. 40-43. | thank Professor Ch'en Kuo-tsan for pointing out
to me this and other documents relating to Shih Jan-tien.

94 The prestige title was mobile corps commander {yu-chi chiang-chiin 788 ¥ 5 ), which indi-
cates a rank of bz, See Robert des Rotours, Le traité des fonctionnaires el iraité de larmée: Traduit de
la nouvelle histoire des Tang (Chap. XLVI-L), 2d edn. (San Francisco: Chinese Materials Center,
1974), p. 101,

25 73TAM5o0:8/g(a) in TCWSg, pp. 44-47-  * 73TAMpog:8/10 in TCWS g, pp. 48-40-

97 The first part of this document has been lost, so we do not know the surname of the guaran-
tor. However, he probably was a Sogdian because we know that his given name was Jan-wu $:77.
This name definitely is non-Chinese and its closeness to Shih Jan-tien's leads me to believe that

it also is Sogdian.
97

HANSEN, VALERIE. “The Tribute Trade with Khotan in Light of Materials Found at the
Dunhuang Library Cave.” Bulletin of the Asia Institute, vol. 19, 2005, pp. 37-46. JSTOR,
www.jstor.org/stable/24049203. Accessed 23 Apr. 2021.
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changes in grain and cloth. It is possible that
some Chinese coins, perhaps those minted before
755, continued to circulate in the ninth and
tenth centuries, but the region’s economy had be-
come essentially demonetized. 2!

When Yamamoto and Ikeda say “money,” they
mean coins. Yet if we adopt a broader, and more
commonly accepted, definition of money as a
store of wealth, fixed measures of grain and fixed
lengths of cloth somerimes served as “money” at
Dunhuarig.2! Contracts from Dunhuang often give
the dimensions of each piece of cloth, and in the
tenth century parties to a transaction occasion-
ally sketched the piece of cloth in question on
the back of the contract. They would not have
done this at the height of the Tang when the size
of cloth had been standardized. At least some of
the time, cloth served as a bartered item that had
to be measured each time it changed hands.

In such an economy, what products did the
Khotanese present as tribute? Jade was the one
unigue local product whose chunks and pebbles
residents could gather from the riverbeds of Kho-
tan, Since 1200 ».c., if not before, the Chinese
had imported Khotanese jade. The lavish tomb of
the Shang king's consort Fu Hao (ca. 1200 s.c.|
contained over one thousand jade implements,
some carved from the distinetive jade of Khotan 2
Demand never flagged in subsequent centuries,

The prinees and their entourage carried 600 jin
of Khotanese jade with them. A single jin weighed
about 600 grams, > so their load totaled some 360
kilos of jade. We do not know the meaning of the
terms fiica and pasamijsana for the other com-
modities carried by the Khotanese. Hiroshi Kuma-
moto rightly suggests that we consider the goods
mentioned in the Chinese-language sources as
we ponder the definitions of these words. Both
seem to be made from leather, he notes, making
it likely that they were saddles, harnesses, or
some other equipment for animals.”® Horses and
jade were the most common tribute items from
Khotan, and other recorded gifts included camels,
falcons, yak tails, textiles, furs, medicines, min-
erals, herbs, some types of fragrances, amber, and
coral. 2

This list overlaps extensively with the goods
mentioned in monastic inventories studied by
Rong Xinjiang?® as well as in other Dunhuang
documents studied by Zheng Binglin®” These
goods fall into broad categories: textiles (silk, of
course, but increasingly cotton and linen as well),

39

metal, incense and other aromatics, furs, animals,
ceramics, and precious stones. Some, like the furs,
are obviously of local manufacture, but the origin
of vthers is more difficult to determine because
no physical specimens survive,

We might call this the French fry problem 2®
Was the Iranian powder (hufen §{%%, a pigment
used for make-up and painting] that appears in so
many Dunhuang documents actually from Iran?
Or did the people living in Dunhuang call it “Ira-
nian” because the item had once originated from
Iran? Travelers could conceivably have carried
powder overland from Iran, because it was light,
but “Iranian locks” (husuo ##) were heavy and,
accordingly, almost certainly made locally.

One commodity at Dunhuang definitely trav-
eled overland: precious jewels including lapis la-
zuli (from Badakshan, Afghanistan), agate (from
India) coral {from the ocean shore in India and
overland from Tibet), and pearls {from Sri Lanka,
again most likely via Tibet). Tang-dynasty short
stories often speak of wealthy Iranian jewel mer-
chants living in Chang’an.? 5till, these gems, we
must note, do not appear in the documents about
the seven princes.

As was fitting in a subsistence economy,
people also appear as tribute items. The forty
Sogdian slaves presented by the kaghan of Gan-
zhou to the ruler of Dunhuang had, we can as-
sume, no freedom of movement.* The second
group of envoys to repart to the court, Tathaga-
tha Sribhadra and Ana Samgai, explain how
someone who was traveling with them was en-
slaved: “As for Darakau Pada-tcaina, Hvam’ Tsai-
hsiang captured him. He is thus our slave.” After
the Khotanese delegation supported him for three
months, they explained, he returned to China in
the hope of regaining his freedom.*! It is possible
that the 40 Sogdians were enslaved under similar
circumstances.

The seven princes and their companions set
off for Chang'an carrying 360 kilograms of jade
and some leather goods, most likely harnesses.
Stranded in Dunhuang, they did not reach their
destination. But what if they had? What were
they hoping to get in exchange for their gifts to
the Tang emperor? An undated Chinese-language
document [also from cave 17 and dating to the
late ninth or tenth century) is particularly reveal-
ing because it records what a delegation from
Dunhuang presented and, most unusually, ex-
actly what the court gave them in return.**

Hansen, Valerie. “New Work on the Sogdians, the Most Important Traders on the Silk Road,
A.D. 500-1000.” T'oung Pao, vol. 89, no. 1/3, 2003, pp. 149-161. JSTOR,
www.jstor.org/stable/4528925. Accessed 23 Apr. 2021.
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best be understood as the “nine jeweled surnames,” a general term
for the Sogdian community (p. 216).

Given that at the beginning of the eighth century the Sogdians
commanded the most influence of any non-Chinese group in Tang
society, what contributed to their almost total disappearance by the
Song dynasty? Here, the analyses of de la Vaissiére and Rong vary
slightly. De la Vaissiére sees the suppression of the An Lushan
rebellion as leading directly to the decline of the Sogdians. He cites
a chilling ninth-century description of the orders a Tang general
(himself originally Korean) gave to his men who had recovered the
city of Beijing from the rebel armies:

Gao Juren ordered that those who killed fiw &7 (Western Asians) would be
richly rewarded. As a result, the jiefiu # % were completely exterminated.
Small children were tossed in the air and caught on lances. Those who had
big noses like the Western Asians and those who were killed by mistake for
this reason were extremely numerous (p. 21 7.4

If similar pogrom-like attacks on Sogdians occurred in other Chi-
nese cities, we can easily understand why Sogdians might have fled
to Uighur-ruled areas like Turfan or simply gone underground
within China.

Rong, in contrast, sees the Sogdians as more resilient and taking
action to distance themselves from the rebels. Even after the fall of
the Tang in 910, the Sogdians remained influential, he notes, par-
ticularly in Hebei. It is possible, of course, that both de la Vaissiére
and Rong are correct: Sogdians in Beijing and other places may
have been persecuted while those in other regions managed to
evade harm.

Omne might expect that, following the An Lushan rebellion, Sogdian
merchants would have retreated to their homeland around Samarkand
and continued much as before, but de la Vaissiére draws on Arabic
geographies to trace the decline of the Sogdians. He suggests that
Samarkand was not as dynamic as earlier, and that the number of
goods the Sogdians traded shrank; but the reader cannot help
wondering if Arab sources offer sufficient evidence to support his
views. True, people from Samarkand do seem to play a smaller

# Des Rotours, Histoire de Ngan Lou-chan (Ngan Lou-chan che tsi), Paris, College
de France, Institut des Hautes Etudes Chinoises, Bibhothéque de PInsttut des
Hautes Etudes Chinoises, vol. XVIII, p. 346, The exact meaning of jie is not clear,
although it clearly denotes a sub-group within the larger category of fu, and it was
sometimes used to indicate those claiming descent from the Xiongnu,
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role in the Abbasid empire, perhaps because many adopted Mus-
lim names, thus obscuring their background. The people of Sogdia
put up prolonged opposition to the caliphate’s armies in the eighth
century and resisted Islamicization for a long time even after the
fall of Samarkand in 712. Several tenth-century rosters of pious
Muslims resident in or simply passing through Nishapur list almost
no Sogdians (p. 285).

Whether or not one accepts this depiction of the economic de-
cline of Samarkand, it is undeniable that, by the tenth and eleventh
centuries, Sogdian had almost entirely ceased to be spoken. In the
second half of the eleventh century Mahmid of Kashgar noticed
widespread bilingualism in the Semnirech’e region: Sogdian was spoken
only as a second language by families who also spoke Turkish
(p- 329). At this point, with the death of their language, the history
of the Sogdians comes to end.

Like any summary, this review cannot convey the full richness of
the two books examined. Both deserve to be read in their entirety
because they are lucidly written and completely accessible to some-
one new to Central Asian history. Each is copiously annotated;
simply following up on the exhaustive footnotes provides a genu-
inely pleasurable education. In short, these books by de la Vaissiére
and Rong Xinjiang have elevated the study of the Sogdians to a
higher plateau, and those of us in Chinese, Central Asian, and
European history are all the richer for it.

APPENDIX
TraANSLATION OF THE CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A SLAVE
GirL FOUND AT TURFAN AND DATED 639

BY

YOSHIDA YUTAKA
(Kobe City University of Foreign Studies)

Recto

{I. 1] As to the year, it was the year 16 of divine and great Ilteber-
king [by the name] of Yanchyu, [the ruler] of Gaochang, in the fifth
[I. 2] month [of the] Chinese [calendar], [while] it is called the
Khshumsafich month in Sogdian, in the year of pig, on the twenty-
seventh [day].
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(L. 3] Thus, before the people in the bazaar of Gaochang, a monk
[by the name of] Yansyan, [l. 4] the son of Uta, who is from the
family of Chan, bought a female slave by the name of Upach, who
is from the family of Chuyakk and was born in Turkestan, from
Wakhushuvirt, son of Tudhakk originating from Samarqand, [1. 6]
for [the price of] 120 drachms [coins which are] very pure [and
were] minted in [Sasanian] Persia.

Monk Yansyan is to buy [L 7] the female slave Upach thus as an
unredeemable [slave who is] without debt and without possessions
(?), [and who is] an unpersecutable and [l. 8] unreproachable per-
manent possession [of] his sons, grandsons, family, and descendants
[as well]. Accordingly, [l. 9] the monk Yansyan himself and his sons,
grandsons, family, and [L. 10] descendants may at will hit her, abuse
her, bind her, sell her off, pledge her, [I. 11] give and offer her as
a gift, and do whatsoever they may wish to [do to her]. [They are
entitled to treat her] just as a female slave [l 12] inherited from
their father or grandfather, or a female slave [who was] born in their
house, born on their side (), or born at home, {l. 13] or as perma-
nent property purchased with drachm.

[Accordingly,] as regards this female slave [named] [1. 14] Upach,
Wakhushuvirt no longer has any concern with her, renounces all the
old [claims to her], [l. 15] and has no power to coerce her. This
female-slave contract takes effect and is persuasive (?), and effective
and authorized for all the people, [l. 16] both for a king and a
minister. Whoever may bring and hold this female-slave contract, {l.
17] may receive and take this female slave [named] Upach, and
may hold her as his female slave on this [1. 18] condition, [i.e.] such
condition as is written in this female-slave contract.

[These people] were present there [as witnesses]: [l. 19] Tishrat,
the son of Chuzakk originating from Maymargh, Namdhar, the son
of Khwatawch, [l. 20] originating from Samargand, Pesak, the son
of Karzh originating from Nuchkanth, Nizat, the son of Nanaikuch,
[L 21] originating from Kushaniya.

This female-slave contract was written by Ukhwan, the son of
Pator [l. 22] by the authority of Pator, the chief scribe, by the order
of Wakhushuvirt, and with [l. 23] the consent of Upach.

[I. 24] Signature (?} of Pator, the chief scribe of Gaochang.

Verso

Flemale-slave contract] for monk Yansyan.
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Commentary

I have slightly modified my original translation because of subse-
quent studies and discoveries. For a photograph of the contract, the
Sogdian transcription, and a fully annotated translation into Japanese,
see YoshidaYutaka 75 B &, Moriyasu Takao & % # K, Xinjiang
Uighur Autonomous Museum, “Kikushi Kashokoku jidai Sogudobun
onna dorei baibai monjo” 8 & S EE (YT N o U HE W or®
(A Sogdian contract of a female slave from the period of the Gaochang
kingdom under the rule of the Qu clan), Nainku Ajia gengo no kenkyia
(Studies on the Inner Asian Languages) 4 (1988): 1-30. The line-num-
bering below refers to the original document.

line 1: Chinanchkanth (Cyn’ncknd), which literally means “Chi-
nese-town,” is rendered here as “Gaochang,” which denotes both
the kingdom and the city of Gaochang. Ilteher is a title given by the
Western Turks to kings under their rule.

line 2: The Chinese luni-solar month did not correspond one to
one with that of the Sogdian solar calendar.

line 2: Yansyan of the Chan family is now to be tentatively iden-
tified with Zhang Yanxiang ¥ #E #H, encountered in Tulufan chutu wenshu
vol. 3, p. 163 and Tulufan chuiu wenshu vol. 4, p. 130,

line 5: Samarqandch, an adjective denoting the originating oasis
should refer to Wakhshuvirt. Cf. also similar adjectives found in
lines 19-21.

line 8: -f consists of an enclitic pronoun -f and a hypothetic
particle -n. Cf. also -fn in line 11.

line 14: The text uses a third-person singular form although one
would expect the third-person plural.

line 15: fuyn’k “effective,” prm”n “having authority.”

line 16: These adjectives seem to describe the legitimate or full
possession on the part of the purchaser, and “born on one’s side” is
to be taken in such a context; partial possession is known to have
existed in Sasanian Persia.

line 17: The meaning of some words remains uncertain, but the
context seems to be clear in that we have a statement that Wak-
hushuvirt no longer has any right to the female slave.

Verso

One finds the letter & which is almost certainly short for &ypusty,
“female slave contract”™.
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Iranians in China — Persian Heritage
https://persian-heritage.com > archives

Jan 16, 2021 — ... Yansyan's family forever. Zhang Yanxiang, whose name is found in
Chinese language documents in Turfan, is believed to be Chan Yansyan.

Iran and China blood ties — RUG Curator
https://rugcurator.com > news > iran-and-china-generits

Oct 8, 2018 — Zhang Yanxiang 5&8%E4H, whose name is found in Chinese language
documents in Turfan, is believed to be Chan Yansyan.Kuchean girls were ...

Download PDF - Brill
https://brill.com > journals > tpao > article-p149 5

in the second century B.C., before Zhang Qian's famed journey to. Central Asia,
Samarkand's economy was ... line 2: Yansyan of the Chan family is now to be
tentatively iden- tified with Zhang Yanxiang. , encountered in Tulufan chutu wenshu.

U 24 Signature of Pator the chief scribe of Gaochang_Verso Female ...
https://www.coursehero.com > file » U-24-Signature-of-P...

... solar calendar. line 2: Yansyan of the Chan family is now to be tentatively iden- tified
with Zhang Yanxiang ff e t*U, encountered in Tulufan chutu wenshu vol.

Iranies en China - Iranians in China - gaz.wiki

https://es.qgaz.wiki > wiki > [ranians ...

¢ Translate this page

Apr 9, 2021 — Se cree que Zhang Yanxiang 5R%E 8, cuyo nombre se encuentra en
documentos en chino en Turfan, es Chan Yansyan. Las nifias kucheanas ...

Iraniens en Chine - Iranians in China - gaz.wiki

https://fr.qaz.wiki > wiki > Iranians_i...
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¢ Translate this page

Jan 1, 2021 — On pense que Zhang Yanxiang 5&%E #8, dont le nom se trouve dans les
documents en chinois a Turfan, est Chan Yansyan. Les filles ...

Iranians in China - WikiVisually

https://wikivisually.com > wiki > Iranians_in_China

Zhang Yanxiang 5R3EHE, whose name is found in Chinese language documents in
Turfan, is believed to be Chan Yansyan. Kuchean girls were sold as slaves in ...

Z=2[0|Zt I - Iraklio B.C. - Wikipedia
https://ko.nipponkaigi.net > wiki > Ir...

e Translate this page

T'ao Ku2| "Chiing-i-lu"&Lt2t 20| A Liu Changzt T2 A|0F oA ALO|Q] ... Turfan2| &=
of 2X0f| 0|£0|QlE= Zhang Yanxiang 3R¥E 82 Chan Yansyan2Z ...

The Impact of the Silk Road trade on a local ... - Yale History

https://history.yale.edu > sites > default > files > files

PDF

by V HANSEN - Cited by 22 — understanding the Silk Road trade of the Tang dynasty,
the Turfan oasis offers the ... Fujian, from Turfan in 733 in the company of one

male slave and two female slaves ... resident of Chang'an, Tang Rong &%, for

forty bolts of silk.70 Five men ...

A social-leverage mechanism on the Silk Road: the private ...
https://www.cambridge.org > core > journals > article > so...

by Y ZHANG - 2017 - Cited by 8 — For instance, in 731 C.E., the Sogdian merchant Li
Lushan sold an 11-year-old girl to a Chinese resident of Chang'an, Tang Rong, for
40 bolts ...

(PDF)_The Sogdian Trade Diaspora in East Turkestan during....
https://www.academia.edu > The_Sogdian_Trade_Diasp...

Keywords: Sogdians, Trade, Diaspora, Silk Road, Turkestan Since the early ... sold
the slave girl Shimaner , age 11, to Tang Rong from the capital district (Jingzhao ... he
borrowed 200 bolts of silk tabby (juan) from Cao Yanyan in Gongyue.
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Sogdia | Project Gutenberg_Self-Publishing - eBooks | Read eBooks ...
http://self.gutenberg.org_> article » WHEBN0000093965

Most merchants did not travel the entire Silk Road but would trade goods ... men and
Sogdian women were usually between a male master and a female slave. ... girl to a
resident of Chang'an, Tang Rong, for forty bolts of silk. ... "The Impact of the Silk Road
Trade on a Local Community: The Turfan Oasis, 500—-800" (PDF).

Turpan : definition of Turpan and synonyms of Turpan (English),

http://dictionary.sensagent.com > Turpan > en-en

A Chang'an native called Tang Rong bought a girl aged 11 for 40 silk bolts in ...
enslavement, since The Tang Code forbade commoners to be sold as slaves.

Sogdia - WikiVisually
https://wikivisually.com > wiki > Sogdia

Silk Road Il - Episode 11: The Soghdian Merchants ... records the purchase of a 15-
year-old slave for six bolts of plain silk and five Chinese coins, ... Tang Rong (&) of
Chang'an, for the purchase of an eleven-year-old girl. ... "The Sogdian Descendants in
Mongol and post-Mongol Central Asia: The Tajiks and Sarts" (PDF).

Commerce and Society in Sogdiana and Beyond
http://webspace.ship.edu > jkskaf

Female Slave, unknown age. Upach, “from the family of Chuyakk and was born in
Turkestan, from Wakhushuvirt, son of Tudhakk originating from Samargand.”.

Download PDF - Brill
https://brill.com > journals > tpao » article-p149_5

Wakhushuvirt, son of Tudhakk originating from Samargand, [l. 6] for [the price of] 120
drachms [coins which are] very pure [and were] minted in [Sasanian] Persia ...

Iranians in China — Persian Heritage
https://persian-heritage.com > archives

Jan 16, 2021 — The seller of the slave was from Samargand called Wakhushuvirt and
his father was Tudhakk. The contract said they could they anything they ...

China Eastern Flights from Barcelona
https://age.wiggmanatorzo.tk

The seller of the slave was from Samarqgand called Wakhushuvirt and his father
was Tudhakk The contract said they could they anything they wanted to Upach, ...
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Sogdian Traders: A History - Page 169 - Google Books Result
https://books.google.ca > books

Etienne de la Vaissiére - 2005 - Social Science
... slave by the name of Upach, who is from the family of Chuyakk and was born in
Turkestan, from Wakhushuvirt, son of Tudhakk originating from Samargand, [I.

Iran and China blood ties — RUG Curator
https://rugcurator.com > news > iran-and-china-generits

Oct 8, 2018 — The seller of the slave was from Samargand called Wakhushuvirt and
his father was Tudhakk The contract said they could they anything they ...

EHEASE - Page 152 - Google Books Result
https://books.google.ca > books

e Translate this page

FFEX - 2015 - Business & Economics
ETEEmhBRMAmEa,RE Uta 53 F4PT Yansyan BiREEMERSNRE—T _1+
X, [ Tudhakk B952F Wakhushuvirt, 7 28 E Chuyakk SREREIZZATEZERE ..

Hotel Diana, Gwangmyeong, South Korea - Gyeonggi-do
https://violence.erpesmeviwet.tk

The seller of the slave was from Samargand called Wakhushuvirt and his father
was Tudhakk The contract said they could they anything they wanted to Upach, ...

The Impact of the Silk Road trade on a local ... - Yale History
https://history.yale.edu > sites > default > files > files

PDF

by V HANSEN - Cited by 22 — The Chinese translation of this article, done by
Huang Shih-shan, appeared in ... In 733 a Sogdian commoner resident in Xizhou, Shi
Randian 2484 bought a.

Iran and China blood ties — RUG Curator
https://rugcurator.com > news > iran-and-china-generits

Oct 8, 2018 — The Parthian Iranians, An Shigao and An Xuan, introduced ... Shi
Randian was a Xizhou Sogdian merchant who had a Chinese military title.

The Sogdian Trade Diaspora in East Turkestan ... - JSTOR
https://www.jstor.org > stable

by JK Skaff - 2003 - Cited by 37 — certificate of ownership, listing goods that the
merchant Shi Randian ;34, ... camel to a Tang soldier at Turfan (Xizhou i 'J4"), which
was more than 1,000.
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Sui-Tang_China and Its Turko-Mongol Neighbors: Culture, ...
https://books.google.ca » books

Jonathan Karam Skaff - 2012 - History
... in Xizhou Market involved one Sogdian, Kang Sili, who was classified as a Tang
military officer, selling a “frontier” horse to a Sogdian merchant, Shi Randian ...

The History of the Contractual Thoughts in Ancient China
https://books.google.ca > books

Yunsheng_Liu - 2020 - Law

... of Shi Randian in the 21st Year of Kai Yuan Period (733 A.D.)84: “He

Dao Shi ... Xizhou citizen Shi Randian bought a horse from Kang Sili with eighteen Pi
@@...

the Political. and economic history of the sui, tang_and ... - Brill
https://brill.com > downloadpdf > book

t Passport of shi randian %8, dated 7329. 5 tang changru FE&TE, Tulufan ... t Guan
by the granaries section of the Xizhou. Protectorate FEN&RE}KT, dated ...

The Sogdian Trade Diaspora in East Turkestan During_the ... - Brill
https://brill.com > journals > jesh > article-p475_3

certifi cate of ownership, listing goods that the merchant Shi Randian ... example of this
is Shi Ran- dian, who was a Tang subject living at Turfan (Xizhou baixing. ) ...

A social-leverage mechanism on the Silk Road: the private ...

https://www.cambridge.org_> core > journals > article

by Y ZHANG - 2017 - Cited by 8 — ... of Turfan), Xizhou area, offered 14 bolts of silk to
buy a yellow camel, ... As another instance, in 733 C.E., Shi Randian, a Sogdian,
swapped a ...

Trade and Exchanges along_the Silk and Steppe Routes in ...

https://www.cambridge.org_> core > books > core-reader

Apr 13, 2018 — In 732, Shi Randian, Sogdian resident of Xizhou, relied on a Tang
guosuo to travel from the Iron Gates to Kucha, one of “Four Garrisons” of Anxi ...

http://webspace.ship.edul/jkskaf/Silk%20Road/al4)%20Sogdians.html
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