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Fundamentals of Alimony in Florida Law
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« Alimony, or spousal support, is a legal obligation to provide financial support to a spouse

during or after a divorce.
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e Alimony in Florida is determined by factors like the length of the marriage, the standard
of living, and each party's financial resources.

e Alimony can be temporary, rehabilitative, durational, or permanent.

» The process of determining alimony can be complex and requires experienced legal
counsel.

As a practicing attorney at Winig Law, | frequently assist clients with matters related to alimony
in West Palm Beach, Florida. Divorce is challenging, and the economic changes that come
with it, such as alimony, can often add another layer of complexity.

What Is Alimony and When Is It Awarded?

Alimony, also known as spousal support, is a legal obligation on a person to provide financial
support to their spouse before or after marital separation or divorce. You can learn more about
alimony in general here. In Florida, the court may grant alimony to either party, following
Florida Statute 61.08, and it may consider adultery by either spouse in determining the amount

of alimony, if any, to be awarded.

How Is Alimony Determined in Florida?

The determination of alimony in Florida involves the consideration of several factors. These
include the length of the marriage, each party's financial resources, the standard of living
established during the marriage, and the contributions of each party to the marriage, among
other factors.

For instance, let's take a hypothetical case of a couple, Lisa and Robert, who have decided to
part ways after 15 years of marriage. Lisa, who gave up her career to raise their children, has
not been in the workforce for years, while Robert has a high-paying job. In this case, the court
might award alimony to Lisa, considering her financial need and Robert's ability to pay.

Types of Alimony in Florida

In Florida, there are four main types of alimony: temporary, rehabilitative, durational, and
permanent. Temporary alimony may be granted while the divorce is pending. Rehabilitative
alimony is meant to help a party become self-supporting and requires a specific plan.
Durational alimony is awarded when permanent alimony is inappropriate. It is set for a
particular period. Permanent alimony is granted to provide for the needs and necessities of life
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as they were established during the marriage, and it is typically awarded in long-term
marriages.

Why You Need Experienced Legal Representation

Determining alimony involves complex legal rules and a detailed analysis of your financial
situation. Having an experienced attorney who understands the nuances of Florida alimony
laws is crucial in ensuring your rights are protected.

At Winig_Law, we understand how stressful and confusing the divorce process can be, mainly
regarding financial matters such as alimony. We are committed to providing our clients with the
knowledge and representation they need to secure a fair and just outcome.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Can alimony be modified in Florida?

Yes, under certain circumstances, such as a substantial change in the financial situation of
either party, alimony can be modified or even terminated.

2. What happens if my ex-spouse refuses to pay alimony?

If your ex-spouse refuses to pay alimony, you can file a motion for contempt in court. The court
can then take various actions to enforce the alimony order, which can include wage
garnishment or even jail time for the delinquent spouse.

3. Can alimony be awarded if the marriage was short?

While it's less common, alimony can be awarded in short-term marriages under certain
circumstances, mainly if one spouse is in financial need and the other can pay.

4. How long does alimony last in Florida?

The duration of alimony in Florida varies based on the type of alimony awarded. It could be
temporary, lasting until the finalization of the divorce, or more permanent, potentially lasting
until the death of either spouse or the remarriage of the receiving spouse.

5. Are alimony payments taxable?
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As of 2019, for federal tax purposes, alimony payments are no longer deductible by the payer,
and the recipient does not have to report the payments as income.

Understanding alimony laws in Florida can be challenging, but you can do it with others. At
Winig_Law, we are committed to helping you understand your rights and responsibilities and
representing your interests in and out of court. Whether you are seeking alimony or being
asked to pay it, we can provide the legal assistance you need to ensure a fair outcome.
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