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Emily Name Meaning Biblical: The Origin,
Significance, and Symbolism —

The name Emily has Biblical origins stemming from the Hebrew word 'emuna’ meaning faith or
belief. In the Bible, Emuna is personified in the Books of Chronicles as the daughter of
Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel led the Jews who returned from captivity in Babylon and helped
rebuild the Second Temple in Jerusalem. He served as the governor of Yehud Medinata
province in the Persian satrapy of Eber-Nari. Emuna is listed as one of Zerubbabel's children,
along with Meshullam, Hananiah, Shelomith, and Hashubah. While her name only appears
once in the biblical text, Emuna came to represent faithfulness, dedication to religious tradition,
and trust in God.

During the European Middle Ages, the name Emily began to be used as a feminized version of
the Latin name Aemilia. In 1308, Geoffrey Chaucer referred to a character named "Emelye" in
his book of poetry known as the Canterbury Tales. Over time, the spelling shifted to its modern
form Emily. Emily was one of the most popular female names in England and French-speaking
countries during the Victorian era. Authors like Jane Austen featured prominent female
characters with the name Emily in their novels. One fascinating example is Emily Bronté, who
wrote the classic Gothic novel Wuthering Heights under the male pseudonym Ellis Bell in
1847.

Beyond its biblical roots, the name Emily also carries meanings associated with hard work,
industriousness, and ambition in various cultures. For example, in France the name is related
to the Latin word for rival or emulator, capturing a sense of striving to equal or surpass others.
In Germany, it connects to the adjective emanzipiert meaning emancipated or liberated .
And in Romania, Emily is linked to the concept of productivity or ability to achieve much in a
short period of time . Regardless of its exact origin or interpretation, the name Emily has
endured for centuries as a strong yet feminine choice that honors faith, heritage, and
admirable - https://wakelet.com/wake/GD8XX-OJAd-Y_Z3ovEbzF
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