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20+ Japanese Names That Mean Death: A Unique or
Unconventional Name —

Many Japanese names directly reference themes of mortality or the afterlife. Here are a few of
the more common ones:

Shinigami (3t#) - "death god" or "god of death", referring to mythical figures in Japanese
folklore that represent the concept of death. It is also the name for soul-reapers in the popular
anime series Bleach.

Morty (%t) - A direct translation of the kaniji for "death" into a name. While uncommon, some
parents have chosen this name with the intent of reminding their child of impermanence.

Rei (£) - Can mean either "ghost" or "soul". As souls are what are believed to linger after
physical death, this name touches on post-mortality.

Yumi (5) - Means "bow" but is also a homophone of yume (2) meaning "dream". It is
believed that upon passing, one's soul departs this world like an arrow released from a bow.
Kira (£4&) - Contains the "ki" kanji meaning "joy" but is primarily used as a reference to Kira-
sama (5C#&/E44), a Buddhist god of the afterlife who is said to lead souls to the other side.
Beyond direct translations, there are names with implied connections to demise through
mythology or origin stories. One example is Takane (/5 root meaning "high") which is also the
name of a mountain where it was believed souls of the dead would transcend to the
afterworld.

Then there are names that contain elements we commonly associate with passing on, such as
sakura (cherry blossom) & | tsuki (moon) _, or yume (dream). While their meanings alone
may not reference death, the cultural associations provide an extra added layer of implication.
In general, Japanese names pertaining to mortality aim to recognize life's impermanence while
still imbuing a sense of beauty in the natural cycle between realms. It is a subtle part of how
their language and culture have processed humanity's relationship with transience. -
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