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Sometimes it’s hard to talk to your family. Particularly if it’s about something important. In an
ideal world, the intimacy of a blood bond would win out over everything else, and your loved
ones would be immediately receptive and welcoming to whatever you have to tell them, even
it conflicts directly with everything that defines them as a person. But no, the intensity of being

given bad news by a close relation makes a considered response all but unthinkable.
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“Frankly son, I’m over the moon to hear that you’re gay. Come on, you know as well as I do
that the eighteen years of aggressive homophobia I’ve relentlessly demonstrated in your

presence were ultimately just a reflection of my own insecurity and ignorance. Now that we’re
on the same page, I can’t wait to embark on this new journey of understanding and tolerance

with you.”


