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How long does it take to get approved for Social

Security Disability benefits?

Is it true that it takes a long time to get approved for Social

Security Disability?

Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) provides financial assistance to individuals who

are unable to work due to a disabling condition. However, the application process for SSDI

benefits can be long and complex, with many applicants wondering how long it will take to get

approved

 

The answer to this question depends on several factors, including the completeness of the

application, the severity of the disability, and the workload of the Social Security Administration

(SSA). On average, it takes around 9-12 months to receive a decision on an SSDI

application. However, the process can take longer if there are complications or delays, or even

worse, DENIALS! If you have been denied by SSA, after waiting 9-12 months for a decision,

you do have a right to appeal. On appeal, its likely you may wait another 9-12 months. As you

can see, this process is long and daunting.

 

One of the main factors that can affect the timeline for approval is the initial application itself. If

the application is incomplete or missing important information, it may be returned to the
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applicant for further clarification, which can delay the process. Therefore, it is important to

ensure that all required documentation is submitted with the initial application to avoid

unnecessary delays. Other delays are simply out of your control. This can include delays with

the SSA office itself due to the backlog of claims

 

The severity of the disability is another factor that can impact the approval timeline. The SSA

has strict criteria for determining whether an applicant is considered disabled, and a thorough

review of medical records and other evidence is necessary to make a determination. If there is

not enough evidence to support the claim, the SSA may request additional information, which

can add to the processing time.

 

Finally, the workload of the SSA can also impact the timeline for approval. Due to the high

volume of applications received, the SSA may experience delays in processing times, which

can add several months to the overall timeline.

 

To summarize, the timeline for approval of SSDI benefits can vary depending on several

factors, including the completeness of the application, the severity of the disability, and the

workload of the SSA. However, on average for calendar year 2023, it takes around 9-12

months to receive a decision on an SSDI application. If you are considering applying for SSDI

benefits, it is important to be patient and persistent throughout the process, and to work with

an experienced attorney who can help guide you through the complexities of the application

and appeals process.


