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Cittassa

Why cittassa and not just citta?

The particular case of Assa:

Citte cittanupassino viharatha atapino sampajana ekodibhdta vippasannacitta samahita
ekaggacitta, cittassa yathabhdtam fidnaya.

Contemplate the noticeable citta (viz. existential), in the (immaterial) citta; ardent, with
discrimination, having become transcended to one, with a serenely distinctive citta, (with a
citta) established, who is (in) one - according to how (the optative) cittassa has become
insight (~insightful).

SN 47.4

Note:
Citassa seems to be the optative form of the ceto (the "polluted” citta). Indicating a wish to be
a liberated citta.

o When a monk dwells with restraint over the faculty (power) of the mano, the citta is not
stained with ideas cognizable via the mano. (SN 35.97)

Assa = opt. of atthi [Sk. syat >> {opt. ac. sg.} V 31 as]

\ 319 as

- to become (BrArUp.)

Cittatassa >> the particular use of a noun compounded with a verb.

Usually this is done with verbs like kar (kr,) bhi, as, and the sort (with a general meaning of
becoming).

In our case a conditional (optative) assa (or (the Pali) siya) would be added to citta.
Cittassa (citta-assa,) is the existential form of the Citta.

We know that, in paticcasamuppada, the first occurence of citta, is due to the origination of
ignorance (vijja); and that it happens in the Sankhara nidana - see here.

If you read the sketch properly, you will notice that the descent of namartpa in salayatana

"creates" a new "khandha" called cetana, (a new existential sankhara). And this is the
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existential part of citta (the cittassa - the "becoming" citta). The part that is proper to satta.

It is important to notice that in the Agama (SA 298,) the khandhas in the namartpa nidana are
different than the khandhas given in the Nikaya (SN 12.2). It is not a discrepancy between the
two schools. They both see the khandhas in relation to their position in paticcasamuppada.
The Khandhas of the Nikaya are the khandhas that have "become" in satta. They are the
existential khandhas of the sphere of senses (salayatana).

To understand the descent of namardpa in salayatana, see here (establishing of
consciousness).

Cittassa is the "Being" phase, of the "Cosmic" (immaterial) Citta.

When one's Citta gets liberated, it is from the bound of this existential cittassa.

Some will argue that cittassa is a common dative of purpose of citta, and not the optative
existential "citta + assa"; because of the three other occurences of those datives in that sutta.
...kayassa yathabhltam nanaya

...vedananam yathabhutam fianaya

...cittassa yathabhitam fAanaya

...dhammanam yathabhitam nanaya

To that, the following must be pointed out:

Wonderful is Sanskrit/Pali's lexicography & grammar, that convey different meanings &
categories, so subtly complemental and full-blown.

Know how the immaterial sankharas have come to be - (as in becoming existential in the
sensory world) - seems to be the basic rule.

To know how these sankharas (kayasankharo, vacisankharo, cittasankharo) that passes
through the Namaripa nidana, and have descended into satta (according to what have come
to be - yathabhata), is what is required in the first place.

How these sankharas have become physical body with breath; different thoughts and
speeches (words); feelings and perceptions (and also intentions [will], as per SA definition).
And how their coaction (sankhara/sam-kr), have in turn, produced dhammas.

And how all this is not "ours", is what one should first understand.

But on a higher level, | suppose that it is up to us to understand whose existential part (\ 3T
as) is wishful (optative/assa) - [wishfull not willfull] - in their existentiality. | suppose that it is up
to us to understand what are their exact functions and purposes of these sankharas, their
constituents and ensuing dhammas. | suppose that it is up to us to understand which one still
acts on it's own (wishfulness), and which ones are just there to be brought to existence and/or
experienced; and willfully prolonged.

| suppose that it is up to us to understand that we are contemplating citta in citta ... for the
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knowledge of this (polluted/upakkilittha) citta, as it has come to be, BUT (also) how (the
optative "sensory") cittassa has become insight (~insightful).

As stated in the SA 621 parallel:

BEFID ; 2. 0. REBSME  DERIASERE

Quieted in citta; [b] with feelings, and citta[/b] ; abide contemplating dharmas in dharmas (or
citta in citta), even fully detached from dharmas.”

Note:

Lexicographically, we have seen the double meaning of the word "sati". Mindfulness as accute
awareness; but also as "obtention".

There is always in sati, the obtention of something, underlying this "mindfulness".

There is in Sanskrit (and Pali) lexicography, more than it seems, and that seems to apply to
grammar as well.

And of the two or more meanings or categories, the question remains: "which one comes to
prevail at the end"?

This particular case of Assa occurs also in SN 12.34:

The knowledge that ignorance is a condition for co-actions (viz. of the khandhas), and the
knowledge that when ignorance doesn’t exist, there are no coactions.

avijjapaccaya sankharati Aanam, asati avijjaya natthi sankharati Aanam

Also, the knowledge of this whatever becoming thing, and of that unmoving of phenomena,
is liable to end, vanish, fade away, and cease.

yampissa* tam dhammatthitindnam tampi khayadhammam vayadhammam viragadhammam
nirodhadhammanti Aanam.

*Literally:

Also (pi) whatever thing (yam) "becoming" (assa).

Note:

Dhammatthitindnam = "unmoving" of phenomena.

See Upanisads for a meaning of tthiti (sthita):

dve vava brahmano ripe

mdrtam caivamdrtam ca

martyam camrtam ca

Sthitam ca yac ca

sac ca tyam ca

Verily, there are two forms of Brahman,

the formed and the formless,
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the mortal and the immortal,
the unmoving and the moving,
the actual (existent) and the true (being).

BrArUp. 2.3.1
"Unmoving"”, implies that we are still in the world of forms. In the actual (existent - viz.

yathabhuta = according to what have become).

Also, check this: Mano & Citta
And this: Mano

*
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