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Liquor License Brokers in California: How to Secure
Your License at the Best Price

Acquiring a liquor license in California is an essential step for businesses planning to sell
alcohol. However, the process can be complex, costly, and time-consuming due to strict state
regulations. This is where liquor license brokers in California come in. These professionals
specialize in assisting businesses with obtaining, transferring, and selling liquor licenses,
ensuring a smooth and legally compliant process.

If you’re wondering how much a liquor license costs in California and how a broker can help,
this blog will provide a comprehensive guide on the subject.

The Role of Liquor License Brokers in California

Liquor license brokers in California act as intermediaries between buyers and sellers of liquor
licenses. They have extensive knowledge of state regulations, application procedures, and
market trends. Their expertise helps businesses navigate legal hurdles and expedite the
licensing process.

A liquor license broker can assist in:

Determining the right type of license for your business.

Finding available licenses for purchase in areas with limited availability.

Handling paperwork and compliance checks.

Negotiating fair prices for license transfers.

Facilitating communication with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
(ABC).

Types of Liquor Licenses in California

The California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) issues different types of liquor
licenses depending on the nature of the business. Some of the most common licenses
include:

Type 20 — Off-Sale Beer & Wine License: Allows businesses to sell beer and wine for off-
premise consumption (e.g., grocery stores, liquor stores).

Type 21 — Off-Sale General License: Permits the sale of beer, wine, and spirits for off-premise
consumption.

Type 41 — On-Sale Beer & Wine (Restaurant): Allows restaurants to serve beer and wine for
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on-premise consumption, with food service being a requirement.

Type 47 — On-Sale General License (Restaurant): Permits restaurants to serve beer, wine,
and spirits for on-premise consumption.

Type 48 — On-Sale General License (Bar/Nightclub): Allows bars and nightclubs to serve all
types of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption.

Type 75 — Brewpub License: For businesses that brew beer and operate a restaurant.

Each type of license has specific requirements, restrictions, and costs associated with it.
Consulting a liquor license broker in California ensures that you apply for the correct one.

How Much Does a Liquor License Cost in California?

The cost of a liquor license in California varies based on several factors, including the license
type, location, and whether it's a new application or a transfer.

State Fees for New Liquor Licenses

The California ABC sets the fees for new liquor licenses, which generally range from $300 to
$17,000, depending on the license type and location. Some common fees include:

Type 20 (Off-Sale Beer & Wine): $400 - $1,000

Type 21 (Off-Sale General): $13,800 - $15,000

Type 41 (On-Sale Beer & Wine Restaurant): $400 - $1,200

Type 47 (On-Sale General Restaurant): $13,800 - $15,000

Type 48 (On-Sale General Bar/Nightclub): $13,800 - $17,000

Purchasing an Existing Liquor License

In areas with limited liquor licenses, businesses must purchase an existing license from
another business. The cost of purchasing a liquor license on the secondary market can range
from $30,000 to over $500,000, depending on demand, city population, and competition.

For example:
A Type 47 liquor license in Los Angeles could cost $80,000 - $150,000.
A Type 48 license in San Francisco might exceed $300,000 due to high demand.

Factors That Affect Liquor License Costs in California

Several factors influence liquor license prices:

Location: High-demand areas (e.g., Los Angeles, San Francisco) have limited licenses, driving
up costs.

License Type: Full liquor licenses (e.g., Type 47, Type 48) are more expensive than beer and
wine licenses (Type 41, Type 20).



Availability: In some cities, liquor licenses are capped, making them harder to obtain without
purchasing an existing one.

Application and Legal Fees: Additional costs may include attorney fees, broker commissions,
and permit applications.

How Liquor License Brokers in California Can Help

Given the complexity of obtaining a liquor license, hiring a liquor license broker in California
can be highly beneficial. Here’s how they assist businesses:

Navigating the Application Process: They ensure all paperwork is completed accurately to
avoid delays or rejections.

Finding Available Licenses: Brokers have access to an extensive network and can help find
existing licenses for sale.

Handling Negotiations: They negotiate fair prices and favorable terms when purchasing an
existing license.

Ensuring Compliance: Brokers ensure all regulatory requirements are met, reducing the risk of
fines or license revocation.

Saving Time and Effort: The licensing process can take months. Brokers expedite the process
and handle the workload.

The Process of Obtaining a Liquor License in California

If you’re looking to obtain a liquor license, here’s a step-by-step overview:

Determine the License Type: Identify the appropriate license for your business.

Research Local Requirements: Some cities have additional zoning and compliance laws.
Submit an Application to the ABC: Include necessary paperwork, fees, and supporting
documents.

Public Notice and Background Check: The ABC requires businesses to post a public notice for
30 days, and applicants must pass a background check.

ABC Review and Approval: The ABC processes applications, which can take several months.
License Issuance or Transfer Completion: Once approved, the license is issued, and business
operations can begin.

Final Thoughts

Acquiring a liquor license in California is a challenging but necessary step for businesses
planning to sell alcohol. The costs vary significantly based on license type, location, and
availability. Working with liquor license brokers in California can simplify the process, save
time, and ensure compliance with state laws.

If you’re considering obtaining a liquor license, consulting with a professional broker can help
you secure the right license efficiently and at a fair price. Whether you're applying for a new



license or purchasing an existing one, a broker’s expertise can make all the difference in

ensuring a smooth transaction.

Visit here more about
https://licensebrokers.com/
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