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The Concept of Paura Janapada in Ancient India
The expression Paura Janapada in ancient India provides a fascinating insight into
the governance and societal structures of the time. This term appeared in plural form,
indicating distinct assemblies—Paura referring to the inhabitants of towns and
Janapada representing the larger territorial division

s that comprised a kingdom. When utilized in the
neuter singular as Paura-Janapada, it signified a
constitutional body made up of representatives
from both the capital and rural areas.

This assembly had significant prestige, often wielding substantial influence over
governance. The state would typically deny relief efforts to individuals acting against
the interests of the Paura-Janapada, showcasing its importance. The term's usage in
the classic epic, the Ramayana, adds another dimension. Here, it is seen in plural
form, denoting ordinary citizens rather than a formal governing body. Bharata's
references to the Paura Janapada highlight their desire to persuade Rama to return to
Ayodhya, illustrating that these citizens held little effective power in political decisions,
as they could neither challenge King Dasaratha's decree nor compel Rama's return.
Historical inscriptions, like the Hathigumpha inscription, further illuminate the role of
the Paura Janapada. These texts indicate that kings conferred numerous favors upon
the populace, valuing their loyalty and contributions, which amounted to substantial
monetary gifts. Additionally, the Janapada-dharmas mentioned in ancient Smritis
reflect a system of laws and customs governing these regions, underscoring the
significance of Janapada as a central law-making entity. The customs embodied in
Janapada dharmas were crucial for maintaining societal order and reflected the DNS
(dharma of the nation), vital for the ancient socio-political landscape.
Thus, the dual meaning of Paura Janapada reveals the complexities of ancient Indian
administration and society, highlighting how cultural narratives and inscriptions
intertwine to shape our understanding of this historical period.
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