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ECHT BUDDHISM
&
"Super-Powers"

As Colette Caillat put it, in relation to knowledges in Jainism:

Knowledge is an essential attribute of the soul (jiva). It accrues according to the norms
of valid knowledge (pramana):

- The mediate knowledge (paroksa), rests on the indirect perception through the
sensory organs. It is of two kinds and it presents two degrees:

» representative knowledge (mati), which is related with personal experience;
« traditional knowledge, which is acquired ex auditu thanks to the teachings of the Jina
with the help of sacred texts.

The second furnishes to the first the corroboration of testimony, and these two
degrees of knowledge are indissolubly associated.

- The immediate knowledge (pratyaksa) permits the direct perception. It comprises
three degrees:

e the avadhi-jnana, which permits to apprehend directly the material objects and
which is sometimes innate (thus among the celestial beings and the infernal
beings), sometimes acquired (thus among the human beings);

e the manahparyaya-jnana which reaches the mental modes, that is to say, other
people’s thoughts.

 the third and the highest degree embraces all other forms of knowledge: it is the

kevala-jnana, or omniscience, which alone is absolute and perfect.

Patanlali, in his aphorism on Yoga (the bible of Raja Yoga), says that they (avadhi-jnana &
manahparyaya-jnana), are unnecessary fetters.

Buddha says the same - unnecessary and optional. And that he loathes them, knowing how
some beings can use them (see the price for using these "magic tricks" harmfully, in SN
11.23).
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Christ tells his disciples that he has to perform miracles, in order to have them listen to him.
But that the truth is elswere; and that he does not like to do such debased things.
Etc., etc.

Therefore, knowing the mind of others; or playing kasina with matter, is not a necessity to
reach the kevala-jnana (higher jhana).
Far from it.

There is way too much emphasize in modern "buddhism" on these powers. And echt
Buddhism is turning into plebeian voodoo.

Any demons, or lower gods, or "initiated" human (heading for the lower realms, in case of their
overwhelming raga and/or dosa and/or moha,) are able to perform these lowlife tricks.

As a human, only direct knowledge by oneself, (starting with right view,) is valuable - and one
should not be attached to these powers; if ever one chooses to "turn one's mind (citta)"
towards them, ("when there is an opening").

The Noble & ignoble way (DN 28)

And no; that does not mean that one should be non-judgmental - as in being amoral.
It just means that one should leave in the external, (viz. being mindful - SN 35.245), the
disgusting and the non-disgusting. Ultimately, indifferent to both, in equanimity, mindful and
clearly aware.
Here the "judgment," as an act of determination, is the assessment that neither one is proper;
as far as freeing the citta is concerned.
In other words, letting them in, by considering them "ours"; and having the indriyas descend in
the ayatanas, is just defiling the citta.
First comes knowledge of the settled rule of the Dhamma (viz. panfavimutti - liberation by
discernment); afterwards knowledge of Nibbana.
Pubbe kho, susima, dhammatthitinanam, paccha nibbane fanan'ti.
.... going forth as a thief of the Dhamma in such a well-expounded Dhamma and Discipline
as this has results that are far more painful, far more bitter, and further, it leads to the
nether world.
Ya evam svakkhate dhammavinaye dhammatthenakassa pabbajja, ayam tato
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dukkhavipakatara ca katukavipakatara ca, api ca vinipataya samvattati.
SN 12.70
Caillat also wrote:
There are five varieties of bodies (ka), each one with its proper function.
All corporal organisms possess at least two of them, four at the most. These are from the

least to the most subtle:

(1) the physical body (of flesh, of bone, etc), such as that of men and animals;

(2) the body of transformation (vaikriyika), which transforms itself at the will of its
possessor, and of which the celestial and infernal beings are naturally endowed;

(3) the body of transference (anarika), inconsistent with the preceding, which permits the
soul (citta in Buddhism,) to know and to operate away from the place where the physical

body is, and which is proper to man in particular cases:

(4) the ardent body (Taijasa) which, formed of igneous particles permits the digestive
functions and condenses a great quantity of energy and strength;

(5) the karmic body, formed of the karman which is contained in the soul.

The last two are found in all the beings.
Note: the Jain's soul is somewhat the Buddhist's citta.

Silence & secrecy are the prerogatives of the deluded.
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