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FBI agent, William C. Sullivan, wrote the following recommendation of how to deal with the
increasing influence Martin Luther King was gaining as a civil activist, in a letter to the head of
the FBI, Hoover:
 
"It should be clear to all of us that Martin Luther King must, at some propitious point in the
future, be revealed to the people of this country and to his Negro followers as being what he
actually is - a fraud, demagogue and scoundrel. When the true facts concerning his activities
are presented, such should be enough, if handled properly, to take him off his pedestal and to
reduce him completely in influence. When this is done, and it can be and will be done,
obviously much confusion will reign, particularly among the Negro people... The Negroes will
be left without a national leader of sufficiently compelling personality to steer them in the
proper direction. This is what could happen, but need not happen if the right kind of a national
Negro leader could at this time be gradually developed so as to overshadow Dr. King and be
in the position to assume the role of the leadership of the Negro people when King has been
completely discredited.
 
If this thing can be set up properly without the Bureau in any way becoming directly involved, I
think it would be not only a great help to the FBI but would be a fine thing for the country at
large. While I am not specifying at this moment, there are various ways in which the FBI could
give this entire matter the proper direction and development. There are highly placed contacts
of the FBI who might be very helpful to further such a step. These can be discussed in detail
later when I have probed more fully into the possibilities."
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